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ERRATUM

ERRATUM

Une erreur est swrvenue dans le Numéro 62 du magazine “Défense
Nationale”. Il s’agit de préciser que Dauteur de [Particle intitulé:
“I’Eléction présidentielle américaine de 2008. Processus, Enjeux et
Perspectives”, Mlle Anouchka Boustani est chercheur.

An error has occurred in the last issue Number 62 of “National Defense”.
I¥’s important to notify that the author of the article: “The third Power in
Lebanon, Case study, Organization of the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung”, Ms
Nayla Bassil Basbous is a Researcher.
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RESUME: L ARMEE TRIOMPHE 4 NAFIR Er-BARED
Le général de brigade & la retraite Nizar Abdel Kader
L’armée triomphe a Nahr el-Bared
«La victoire dans une bataille ne veut pas dire que la guerre
contre le terrorisme est terminées

66

Le chercheur commence par la victoire remportée par Uarmée dans lg
bataille contre le terrorisme dans e camp palestinien de Nahr el-Bared,
pour meltre en évidence ensuite la fondation de cette organisation ef les
circonstances qui U'ont entourée, tout en se basant sur des informations
requises d’un «haut responsable sécuritaires. Le chercheur décrit la bataille
prolongée tout au long de 106 jours, ainsi que les forces armées qui y ont
participé. 1l analyse ensuite la mission que le commandement, chargé par
le Conseil des ministres de battre «Fateh el-Islam», a confiée aux
militaires, pour passer ensuite & la description des opérations militaires
réparties sur sept phases, et insister sur le role des Jorces aériennes et
maritimes. Le chercheur cite ensuite des conclusions opérationnelles
corcernant la disponibilité de Parmée pour affronter une bataille de ce
genre; ¢’était une expérience dangereuse, on peut dire que ¢’est la premiére
bataille dans laquelle Parmée se lance depuis Uan 1991, date de sa
réorganisation. La victoire de Parmée fut grande dans une bataille non
conventionnelle.

Le chercheur conclut en assurant que cette victoire ne veut pas dire que la
guerre menée contre le terrorisme est terminée, ce qui veut dire qu’il est
impératif de préserver la disponibilité de Farmée. 1l a établi des
recommandations pour assurer la sécurité au court tout comme i long
terme et qui permettront & Uarmée de rester disponible pour affronter les
difficultés qui peuvent surgir.

Le chercheur établit enfin des tableaux citant les noms des officiers, des
sous-officiers et des soldats martyrs et blessés, avec une carte du camp de
Nahr el-Bared.
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REsuME: LE SATAFISME JTHADISTE. ... OU LES FACITONS SURVIVANIES 65
Dr. Abdel Ghani Imad

Le salafisme jihadiste.... ou les factions survivantes

Le chercheur donne des explications au terme «salafisme» en se référant
a des textes du Coran et des discours du prophéte. Il expose ensuite
Papparition historique du salafisme islamique en tant que courant
politique, en allant du 9éme siécle et 'Imam Ahmad Ben Hanbal, pour
arriver a Ibn Abdel Wahab, ainsi que Ibn Tamima. Le chercheur cite que
la tribu «Sa’oud» engagée & ce dogme, a imposé sa dominance sur loutes
les tribus vers le début du 20éme siécle et a fondé le Royaume Saoudien
arabe. Il considére que le livre «al-Tawhid» de Mohammad Ben Abdel
Wahab, est un des livres fondamentaux des divinités islamiques; ensuite se
sont activés les mouvements d’expiation sur une base doctrinale.

Le chercheur distingue entre le salafisme et le fondamentalisme. Selon lui,
le salafisme est basé sur la purification de la société des hérésies alors que
le fondamentalisme considére que Uancienne société islamique a disparu et
fut remplacée par le modernisme et Uexpiation, et il doit — le
fondamentalisme — par la suite affronter ces facteurs pour établir «la
société islamique originaire». I’ Afghanistan représente la rencontre entre
les fondamentalistes et les salafites, tout en se basant sur trois facteurs: les
régimes athés, la société ignorante, et le Jihad qui est le seul moyen pour
fe changement. Un des plus notables du courant salafite jihadique est Issam
el-Barkaoui (Abou Mohammad el-Makdessi) qui était le maitre de Abou
Mesaab el-Zarqaoui. Le salafisme jihadique est distingué des autres
courants salafites par sa déclaration claire que le Jihad armé est le moyen
unique pour aboutir vers le changement.

«Fateh el-Islam» selon le chercheur, représente le salafisme équivoque,
surtout que la création de I'organisation et Uhistoire de Chaker el-Abssi
posent des questions sur Ioriginalité de sa vraie appartenance au salafisme
Jihadique.
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RESUME: LENVIRONNEMENT QUI A ATTIRE AT-QAIDA ET SES BRANCHES VERS IE LIBAN
Dr. Talal Atrissi

64

Pour faciliter la tdche de ceux qui désirent bénéficier des recherches
publiées, le magazine «Défense Nationale Libanaise» publie des
résumeés traduits du francais et de I'anglais vers I'arabe et des résumés
des recherches publiées en arabe et traduits vers le franc¢ais et 'anglais.

L’environnement qui a attiré Al Qaéda et ses branches vers
le Liban

Le chercheur attire au départ Uattention sur les anticipations erronées
Jaites par Giles Kebel qui disait que les mouvements du Jihad Islamique
lancés peu avant «la conquéte de New York» en 2001 se rétrécissaient. 11
considere que de nouveaux facteurs ont transformé le Liban en une scéne
pour les «salafites — jihadistes», notamment «la fusion entre I'appartenance
palestinienne (& Pintérieur des camps) et Uappartenance islamo-jihadiste»
moderne. Le chercheur énumeére ensuite les cas on apparaissaient des
organisations dans I'environnement palestinien, notamment «Osbet el-
Ansar», «Jund el-Cham», «Fateh el-Islam» Alors qu’il remarque que la
pensée salafite au Liban w’a pas été marquée par la violence depuis les
années 50, il note que les événements de Dennieh qui ont eu lieu au début
de Pan 2000, et les poursuites qui leur ont succédées, ont contribué au
développement du mécontentement au sein du mouvement salafite au
Liban. Ensuite est venu Uassassinat du Prentier ministre Rafic Hariri en
Pan 2005 pour pousser le mouvement salafite au Liban de plus en plus vers
le courant du sunnisme polifiqgue, ce courant a alors rencontré le
libéralisme islamique représenté par le courant de Hariri. Ces faits se
concordaient avec la prise du pouvoir par les chiites en Iraq, U orientation
massive du Hezbollah vers la politique de Uintérieur, puis Uaccroissement
du discours portant sur ce qui fut nommé « le croissant chiite » dans la
région. Tout cela a mis le point sur les cas confessionnels, notamment le
sunnisme au Liban, qui selon le chercheur, a attiré Al Qaéda, avec
Paccroissement du schisme a Pintérieur... Ces facteurs ont ouvert la route
devant «Fateh el-Islaim», alors le chercheur voit qu’il ne serait pas la
derniere organisation dans ce domaine.
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1973: 14 -5).

Ce texte, qui devrait servir d’exemple aux réglements de conflits
débute par la formule suivante: «Ceci est la charte, établie par
Muhammad, le Prophéte, le Messager d’Allah, entre les croyants
et les musulmans de Quraych et les habitants de Yathreb
(Médine) et ceux qui les ont suivis, qui se sont réfugiés aupres
d’eux et luttés avec eux. Ils forment tous une nation unique 3
Pexclusion des autres hommes... (Rabbath 1985: 15)».
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Conclusion

Cette étude succincte sur lislam, I'islamisme et la réforme
prouve lexistence de plusieurs formes d’islam alors qu’une
infime minorité prone encore la violence. Pourtant, beaucoup
d’organisations et d’associations en Occident hésitent 3
dialoguer avec I’Islam.

On est d’accord avec Gresh lorsqu’il affirme: «A I’heure de la
mondialisation, on peut espérer que certaines valeurs communes
— humanistes, démocratiques et sociales —nous rassemblent
malgré nos différence (Gresh 18-19)».

Cette expérience fut pourtant vécue au début de PIslam. En
effet, dans sa fuite précipitée vers la Mecque, le Prophéte
Muhammad s’était fait devancer. par un grand nombre de ses
compatriotes qui avalent cru en sa mission divine. Ils formeérent
“la classe des Mobajjaroun (Emigrés). A Médine, le messager
d’Allah retrouve refuge aupreés des Asmsar (les Partisans) qui
’accueillent et prétent serment de le soutenir. Il y avait aussi les
Juifs qui possedent des terres et dirigent le commerce et jouissent
du statut de Abl Al kitab (Les gens du Livre). Des rivalités
opposaient les tribus des Amsar (Yéménites) a celles des
Mobhajjaroun (Adnanites). Les juifs, de leur c6té, se montraient
résolus a se placer en marge de la Communauté arabe. Pour
parer au danger d’éclatement qui menace son installation, le
prophéte Muhammad, par une sorte de convention tripartite,
amene Juifs, Ansar et Mouhajarroun a régler en détail leurs
relations mutuelles. Ce Contrat social avant la lettre, stipule que
chacun des trois groupements apportera aux autres aide et
assistance pour la défense de leur territoire, de leur honneur, de
leurs familles, de leurs biens et de leurs croyances (Rabbath
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foule de jugements conjoncturels qui correspondaient il y a
quatorze siecles 4 une société bien différente de la nobtre
(Rouleau 2002: 36)».

Parallelement au mouvement réformateur sur le plan politique,
se propagent dans la bourgeoisie urbaine égyptienne de
nouvelles formes d’usage de la religion compatible avec le
libéralisme: le foulard se vend dans les boutiques chic et se porte
selon les standards de la mode internationale; des groupes
d’inspiration religieuse voient le jour; des télé-évangélistes, dont
le plus célebre est Amr Khaled qui a fondé son succés en se
tenant a [écart de la rivalité entre islam politique et islam
officiel, proposent «un produit religieux en phase avec les
attentes modernes des bourgeoisies urbaines, a savoir une foi
mondaine, mettant 'accent sur la paix intérieure et les équilibres
spirituels, un refus d’une pratique religieuse ot le respect du rite
se suffirait 4 lui-méme, un rejet de la vision d’un Dieu chatieur
(Gresh 2006: 101-102)».

Une nouvelle espece de féministes islamiques voit aussi le jour
dans plusieurs pays y compris I'lran exigeant que Ilslam
véritable soit appliqué non la coutume, Les femmes elles-mémes
étudient le Coran et la loi islamique pour contester les
interprétations conservatrices imposées par les hommes. Ot est-
il dit dans le Coran que les femmes ne peuvent pas conduire des
voitures, comme ¢’est le cas en Arabie Saoudite? Ou est-il dit
qu’elles ne peuvent pas travailler? De nombreuses femmes
contestent courageusement ces traditions qui par ailleurs

existent ‘dans d’autres sociétés traditionnelles, en Chine et en
Inde par exemple (Fuller 2002: 28).
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intitulé Wasat (milieu en arabe) qui accepterait les chrétiens et
prendrait des distances avec I'idéologie fondatrice de Hassan Al-
Banna (Gresh 2006: 101).

En Iran, la constitution islamique est contestée par de nombreux
intellectuels. Cheikh Muhammad Shabistari, professeur de
philosophie islamique a I'Université de Téhéran affirme: «En
Islam, il n’existe aucune forme de contraignante d’institutions
¢tatiques. Autant un gouvernement s’inspirant des valeurs
suprémes de Dlislam est Iégitime, surtout dans un pays
profondément croyant et comme le noétre, autant un Ftat
islamique est un non-sens au regard des textes sacrés.
L’institution du Velayat Faguib reléve donc du domaine
politique et non de la religion. Notre constitution a laquelle
yadheére par devoir civique, juxtapose les droits divins et les
devoirs du citoyen. Ce mélange des genres est a la source de
nombres de nos problémes. Il faudra bien un jour échapper a
cette contradiction en nous adaptant aux exigences de la
modernité (Rouleau 2002: 36).»

Le philosophe iranien Abdel Karim Souroush affirme quant 4
fui: «Il faut cesser de se leurrer en prétendant que Iislam
comporte des enseignements conformes a tous les besoins d’une
société moderne, comme la démocratie ou les droits humains. La
religion du prophéte détermine surtout les obligations des
croyants, tandis que la démocratie garantit les droits des
citoyens. 1l nous revient & nous les intellectuels du tiers-monde,
de les rendre compatibles». Comment? «Tout simplement en
essayant d’imaginer ce que seraient les prises de position du
Prophete s’il devait revenir sur terre pour vivre parmi nos
contemporains. Il saura, lui, faire la distinction entre les
principes fondamentaux du Coran, trés peu nombreux, et la
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mouvements islamistes locaux, tel le Hamas palestinien ou le FIS
algérien, Al Qaéda est un groupe avec lequel il est impossible de
négocier car il n’a pas de revendications précises et s’inscrit dans
un discours apocalyptique {Gresh 2006: 103).

Al Qaéda subit de nombreux revers au lendemain de ses
attaques du 11 septembre 2001 (victoire américaine en
Afghanistan, nombres de cadres arrétés ou tués, perte des bases
arrieres sures). Pour plusieurs observateurs, elle n’aurait plus de
structure hiérarchique et fonctionnerait comme une marque
franchisée — différents groupes locaux utilisant le label quand ils
passent a ’action {Gresh 2006: 103).

Paradoxalement, I"apparition de groupes terroristes correspond
paradoxalement avec I’émergence de mouvements réformistes
dans P'Islam.

lL’Islam de la Réforme

N\

[’échec des mouvements islamistes va provoquer I’émergence de
partis classiques, assez semblables 2 ce que furent les
démocraties chrétiennes en Europe durant I’aprés-guerre, Le
parti au pouvoir en Turquie, le Parti de la Justice et du
Développement, récuse méme Iétiquette islamique et méne une
politique assez semblable a celle d’un parti du centre droit en
Europe de I’Ouest. En Egypte, les Fréres musulmans ont proposé
en mars 2004 une initiative politique qui appelle 4 respecter le
régime parlementaire constitutionnel, reconnait que la source de
tous les pouvoirs est la nation, accepte le multipartisme,
Ialternance et la liberté de manifestation, préconise la neutralité
de Parmée et de la police. De jeunes cadres de ’organisation, qui

pensent que celle-ci  devrait se réformer encore plus

profondément, ont aussi fait scission et tentent de créer un parti
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nomme aux charges les plus importantes de I’Etat. C’est en
partant de cette théorie que I'ayatollah irakien, Muhammad
Bager Sadr (1935-1980) prépara a la demande de Khomeiny sa
«Note préliminaire concernant la constitution d’une république
islamique en Iran». Cette note servira directement 3a
Iélaboration de la Constitution de la République islamique
d’Iran (Maila 1997: 858).

Ainsi, plus de vingt-cing ans aprés la victoire de I’ayatollah
Khomeiny, le mouvement s’inspirant du courant de la violence
n’a su conquérir le pouvoir dans aucun autre Etat a Pexception
de I’Afghanistan ou le terrain leur a été préparé 2 la fois par
Pinvasion soviétique et par la politique des services secrets
pakistanais (Gresh 2006: 100).

Un mouvement de troisieme type va émerger: Clest Al-Qaéda
dont Pinfluence se situe aux marges du monde arabe (3
Pexception de I’Arabie Saoudite): en Afghanistan, au Pakistan et
méme en Occident. Cette organisation n’aurait jamais connu un
tel succés sans I'expérience de la résistance a [Iinvasion
soviétique en Afghanistan et sans I'aide octroyée par les Ftats-
Unis a travers les services secrets pakistanais et saoudiens. La
guerre contre les Soviétiques a non seulement permis a des
dizaines de milliers de volontaires de s’initier a la lutte armée et
au terrorisme, mais a forgé les connexions transfrontaliéres qui
font la force d’Al Qaéda (Gresh 2006: 102).

Les militants, appartenant a la seconde génération d’Al Qaéda
rompent avec le monde musulman qu’ils prétendent pourtant
représenter: ils quittent leur pays d’origine, rompent avec leurs
familles et s’installent en Occident. $ils n’ont pas d’antécédent
de militantisme islamique, ils se sont pour la plupart réislamisés
dans leur pays d’accueil. Contrairement i la plupart des
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obligation au croyant de suivre les avis d’un mujtahid vivant et
de l'imiter. Entre les mujtabids, commencait a exister une
hiérarchie qui aboutissait a Péchelon supérieur, a ’établissement
dun marja’ala ou référence supréme. Ainsi pris corps au sein des
ulémas, un mouvement pour la reconnaissance d’une autorité
supérieure du fait de sa science et de sa notoriété. Cette réforme
faisait du plus savant des ulémas de son temps une référence
supréme, la référence a imiter marja i-taglid: la voie était ouverte
a une concentration de I'autorité religieuse au sommet (Maila
1997: 858).

Toutefois, le champ de I'ijtihad, bien qu’étendu, ne touchait pas
a la politique. C’est une fatwa de 1808 appelant au djibad
contre les Russes qui marque Parrivée des religieux sur le terrain
de la politique. Mais ce sont surtout les protestations contre le
monopole du tabac accordé a une société britannique en 1891
qui vont mettre au premier plan les religieux. Le marja’ Hajj
Mirza Muhammad Hassan Shirazi interdit par une fatiwa toute
consommation de tabac par les musulmans tant que la
concession naura pas été annulée. Il conduira ainsi 'une des
plus grandes manifestations de masse de Phistoire moderne de
I'Tran (Maila 1997: 858).

L’irruption des religicux dans la politique connaitra son apogée
lorsque 'imam Khomeiny (1902-1989), en 1970, alors en exil A
Najaf en Iraq, consacrera une série d’enseignements a la théorie
de velayat-e-fagih, ou gouvernement du docteur de la loi. Selon
cette théorie, en attendant le retour de Pimam caché depuis
I’époque de Poccultation, c’est ’ayatollah le plus savant de son
époque qui assume les pouvoirs temporel et spirituel de la
communauté. Au fagib, il revient de vérifier la conformité des
lois votées a la charia; il commande les forces armées et les
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terre pour faire de Ses adorateurs leurs esclaves ne s’en
dessaisissent pas par la grace du seul Verbe, sans quoi la tache
de ses envoyés eut été bien aisée. Ainsi Sayyed Qotb entend le
concept du djihad dans toutes ses acceptions y compris celle qui
doit constituer pour homme une arme grice a laquelle il
s’émancipe du joug que lui imposent certains de ses semblables
(Kepel 1984: 535).

Ainsi pour Sayyed Qotb, il faut mener une lutte 2 mort contre
les pouvoirs établis en terre musulmane, qui sont en réalité des
pouvoirs impies. En fait, la pensée de Qotb mettait en lumiére
les apports théoriques du Pakistanais Abdul Alaa al-Mawdudi
I’'un des penseurs de I'islam politique du XXe siécle. Mais si en
Islam sunnite Qotb et Mawdudi théorisent des aspirations
révolutionnaires, c’est en islam iranien, qu’une révolution
politique inspirée de I'islam s’opére.

La révolution iranienne de 1979 aura constitué ’aboutissement
de Pimplication du religieux dans les affaires sociales et
politiques du pays. Cette implication trouve son origine dans le
triomphe au XVIIle siécle du courant de pensée usuli. Ce
courant plaidait le recours impératif a jtibad. Face a lui,
I’akhbarisme (de akhbar, traditions) s’en tenait aux stricts
enseignements tirés de la tradition prophétique et des quatre
livres traditionnels chiites se rapportant aux imams infaillibles.
Dans Pakhbarisme dominait le faglid, Pimitation. L’action
déterminante qui amena le triomphe de Pusulism est du 2 Wahid
al-Behbehani (1705-1791) qui parvint 2 convaincre les savants
religicux des willes saintes du chiisme, d’abandonner
I’akhbarisme (Maila 1997: 857-858).

L’influence des religieux chiites devait aller grandissant dés cette
époque. Car "un des principes de Pusulisme faisait une
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qu’a la jahiliyya sur notre dme: dans notre facon de penser, dans
nos usages». Ainsi pour Sayyed Qotb, la tiche premiére est de se
débarrasser de «cette société jahilite, de ses valeurs et de son
idéologie». Le processus du passage de la jahiliyya a Pislam se
déroule en deux érapes: Celle de [approfondissement spirituel
de P'inspiration coranique qui a pour objet de détacher le sujet
de I’aliénation jahilite, et celle de la bataille contre cette société
jahilite. Le concept du djibad est saisi dans sa totalité (Kepel
1984: 54-55).

Contrairement aux idées recues, le djibad ne se limite pas a
I’action militaire. Il englobe, selon la théologie musulmane, tout
effort dans la voie de Dieu. Il comporte deux niveaux: le grand
djihad ou le djithad de I’'dme (effort sur soi pour se conformer
aux principes et aux recommandations du message révélé), et le
petit djihad qui inclut toute action individuelle et collective, en
tous les domaines, y compris le domaine militaire (Charara et
Domont 2004: 110).

Pour les musulmans chiites, le djibad militaire se subdivise en
deux parties: le djihad offensif (qui ne peut étre mis en ceuvre
que sous la direction du Mahdi, imam occulté) et le djibad
offensif qui signific toutes formes de résistance menées par les
musulmans contre une oppression extérieure ou intérieure
(Charara et Domont 2004: 110-111).

Mais dans un des chapitres de «signes de Piste» intitulé «Al
Jibad fi sabil Allah» Sayyed Qotb affirme: «Instaurer le régne
de Dieu sur terre, supprimer celui des hommes, enlever le
pouvoir A ceux de ses adorateurs qui 'on usurpé pour le rendre
a Dieu seul, donner autorité a la loi divine seule, et supprimer les
lois créées par I’homme...tout cela ne se fait pas avec des préches
et des discours. Car ceux qui ont usurpé le pouvoir de Dieu sur
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faut ainsi inclure les sociétés communistes qui nient Dieu et ou
objet d’adoration est le parti et «ou les besoins humains sont
ramenés a ceux de ’animal», les sociétés idolatres, chrétiennes
et juives. Mais aussi il faut ranger dans cette catégorie de société
jahilite, les sociétés qui s’autoproclament musulmanes [...] car
clles ne s’adonnent pas au cours de leur existence, 4 ’adoration
de Dieu seul (Kepel 1984: 52-53).

Ainsti, pour Qotb, la société jahilite peut présenter divers visages:
la négation de I’existence de Dieu et I’application du socialisme
-scientifique. Mais aussi la «reconnaissance de Iexistence de
Dieu tout en limitant le Champ de son pouvoir aux cieux au
détriment d’ici bas». Et bien qu’elle leur permette d’adorer Dieu,
cette société «leur interdit de réclamer que la loi divine régle leur
existence: ainsi, elle nie la qualité de divinité qu’a Dieu sur terre,
ou la rend inefficiente (...) Par la méme, c’est une société jahilite
(Kepel 1984: 53)».

Ce que visait ici Qotb c’est surtout P'Etat nassérien, qui
présentait le visage double du socialisme et d’un Islam formel.
Apres avoir ¢tabli les concepts des sociétés jahilite et
musulmane, Sayyed Qotb élabore le processus qui permettra de
détruire la Jahilliya et d’édifier sur ses ruines ’Etat musulman.
La restauration de 1’Islam nécessite une véritable révolution sous
la conduite d’une avant-garde de I’Owmma qui doit prendre
pour exemple uniquement les compagnons du prophéte
Muhammad. En effet, ils sont formés intellectuellement en
s’abreuvant a la seule source qu’est le Coran, et c’est ainsi qu’ils
ont édifié la société islamique idéale, ’age d’or des «quatre
califes biens guidés» successeurs du Prophéte. L’avant-garde
doit «revenir au Coran et Passimiler afin de Iappliquer, de le
mettre en pratique» pour ensuite faire «table rase de Pinfluence
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donner une légitimité religieuse d’une part et la contestation de
ce courant par des groupes plus radicaux affaiblirent ce courant
(Gresh 2006: 98-99).

Ce repli global des mouvements politiques islamistes
s’accompagne d’une recrudescence de la religion. S affirme sur le
terrain un néofondamentalisme qui se caractérise par la
«privatisation de la réislamisation». Partout dans le monde
musulman, les signes de la prégnance de l'islam sont plus
visibles. Mais paradoxalement, cette privatisation contribue a la
privatisation des sociétés, puisque Paffirmation de la religion se
tait indépendamment de I’Etat, a c6té de lui, et qu'elle reléve
donc de choix de plus en plus personnels (Gresh 2006: 100).

Le deuxiéme courant est celui qui a fait le choix de la violence.
La plupart des mouvements qui en relévent s’appuie sur la
doctrine de Sayyed Qotb. Au début des années 1960, ce
théoricien des Fréres Musulmans introduit les notions de
rupture par rapport a la société impie et de reconquéte. C’est
dans ces écrits que la plupart des groupes islamistes trouve la-
justification théorique de 'usage de la violence pour islamiser les
sociétés. Pour cette raison, il est nécessaire de s’y attarder un
peu.

C’est dans son ceuvre «signes de piste» écrite en prison que
réside Pessentiel de la doctrine de Sayyed Qotb. Pour lui, le
monde est divisé en deux univers, la jabiliyya (cC’est-a-dire
I’ignorance, terme qui fait référence a la période d’avant Iislam)
et islam. «Est jahilite toute société qui n’est pas musulmane
(...) de facto toute société ou 'on adore un autre objet que Dien
et Lui seul [...] Ainsi il nous faut ranger dans cette catégorie
I’ensemble des sociétés qui existent de nos jours sur terre!» Il
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décennies (seconde moitié du XIXe siécle) dépiécé et en grande
partiec placé sous la rtutelle des puissances coloniales
curopéennes. Les premiers penseurs de Iislamisme (Al-Banna,
Al-Afghani...) attribuaient cette déchéance a la perte de
«valeurs» musulmanes, qui auraient affaibli owmima
(communauté des croyants). On peut considérer que les Fréres
musulmans, groupe fondé par Hassan Banna en 1928, seraient
a 'origine de I'islamisme. La confrérie est le premier mouvement
a entrer sur la scéne politique pour réclamer Papplication de la
charia dans un premier temps en opposition a Poccupation
britannique.

Depuis les années 1970, on peut distinguer trois types
d’islamisme: L’islamisme traditionnel, celui de la violence, et
Pislamisme terroriste d’Al Qaéda.

L’islamisme traditionnel veut I’instauration d’un Etat islamique.
§’il revendique la mise en ceuvre de la Charia, il reconnait aussi
que son instauration doit étre subordonnée 3 une société juste.
L’expression politique de ce courant s’incarne dans les diverses
mouvances des Fréres Musulmans, dans le parti de la
Renaissance au Tadjikistan et dans le parti turc, le Refah. Le
courant est plutét légaliste et ne recourt a la violence que dans
des situations exceptionnelles — en Algérie par exemple, aprés
Pannulation par armée des élections législatives de décembre
1990 quand le TFront Islamique du Salut (FIS) bascula dans la
lutte armée et le terrorisme. Ces courants légalistes bénéficient
des fonds pakistanais et des monarchies pétrolieres du Golfe ce
qui leur permet de constituer des réseaux denses d’entraide
(Ecoles, dispensaires, associations caritatives) sans lesquels
Pinfluence de ces organisations ne serait pas aussi large. Mais la
réislamisation de la société sous la pression de I’Etat qui a su se
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gens a étre croyants?» (S. X, v. 99).

DIslam soutient que tous les étres humains, étant des créatures
de Dieu, sont égaux devant Lui, méme si cela reste abstrait et si
les inégalités sociales existent. Un extrait du dernier sermon dit
«de PAdieu» en 632, et authentifié par la plupart des
traditionalistes affirme: «Hommes! Votre Dieu est un, vous
procédez d’un méme pére. D’Adam vous étes issus et Adam est
fait de poussiere. Le plus noble d’entre vous est celui qui se
protége le mieux du mal. Un Arabe ne dépasse pas un non-Arabe
que par ce mérite. Ai-je bien fait parvenir le message? Si c’est le
cas, que celui qui est ici témoin en fasse état a celui qui est absent
(Etienne 2003: 46- 47)». |

Il est surprenant de constater le décalage entre de tels textes
tolérants et la pratique contradictoire de certains musulmans.

L’Islamisme

Paru au XXe siécle pour pallier Iéchec des politiques de
modernisation économiques et sociales entreprises par le
nationalisme arabe, I'islamisme est une idéologie qui a pour but
des sortir le monde musulman du marasme dans lequel il se
trouve. L’islamisme entend régir les aspects politiques,
économiques et sociaux de 'Etat. Il est parfois identifié a la
volonté dinstauration de la Charia.

A la base de I'islamisme d’aujourd’hui, on trouve des courants
de pensée du XIXe siécle nés suite aux questionnements que
posent la confrontation a la modernité occidentale et sa
domination. Les historiens considérent également que
Pislamisme est né en grande partie du «choc colonial». Aprés
avoir produit plus d’un millénaire d’empires (califats, empire
ottoman), le monde musulman se retrouve en quelques
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Poursuivi par Yazid, le calife Omeyyade, il fut assiégé 4 Karbala
en octobre 680. Malgré la soif, il résista longtemps avec ses
soixante-douze compagnons, mais fut finalement tué. Le
martyre de Hussein et sa résistance au «mauvais calife» jouent
un rdle crucial dans la mythologie chiite, et ont méme été utilisés
contre le chah d’Iran en 1978-1979 (Gresh 2006: 63). Tous les
ans, durant le mois du muharram dans le calendrier musulman
des cérémonies spectaculaires, expiatoires retracent le geste de
Hussein et de ses compagnons.

La doctrine sunnite s’est constituée au cours des deux siécles qui
ont suivi la mort du Propheéte. Quatre sources usul permettent
d’élaborer la loi islamique charia:

¢Une source révélée, le Coran;

*Une source prophétique, la Sunna qui rassemble les actes et dits
du Prophéte Muhammad et de ses compagnons;

eUne référence de source communautaire, I’ijrma’ ou consensus

eUne source individuelle, ’ijtibad, effort personnel et rationnel
«en vue d’assurer ’adaptation et la continuité de la loi» (Gresh
2006: 67).

Quelle est la relation de PIslam avec les autres religions? Le
musulman partage la foi des autres croyants monothéistes sur
un certain nombre de points: il croit au jugement dernier, a la
rétribution, aux anges, etc. (Etienne 2003: 38). '
Un des versets les plus clairs du Coran précise: «La lkraba fi al-
din: pas de contraintes en religion!» S. II, v.256: «Car le bon
chemin se distingue de lerrance. Donc quiconque mécroit au
diable rebelle al-Taghut, tandis qu’il croit en Dieu, saisit ’anse
la plus solide sans brisure. Et Dieu I’entend, Il sait». Cette idee
est répétée plusieurs fois: «Or si ton Seigneur voulait, tous ceux
qui sont sur terre, tous croiraient. Est-ce a toi de contraindre les
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Cing obligations rituelles, appelées les piliers de la religion sont
a la base de la vie du croyant:

*la profession de foi al-shabada: «Jatteste ou je confesse qu’il
n’y a pas de divinité autre que Dieu»

ela priere rituelle al-salat, cing fois par jour avec des formules,
des gestes et des heures trés précis

el’auméne légale qui vaut purification de I’argent al-zakar

sle jeline al-sawm, pendant le mois de ramadan

*Le pelerinage al-hajj, a la Mecque si possible

Ces obligations doivent étre distinguées des obligations sociales
al-muamalat ou des meeurs qui sont i la fois des incitations a
faire, des interdits, des manieres auxquels certaines régions et
certaines classes sociales ont rajouté au code de bonne conduite
et de bonne éducation, donc de bonnes meeurs (Etienne 2003:
37-38).

Deux grands courants s’opposent en Islam: le sunnisme et le
chiisme, le premier étant largement majoritaire. A Porigine du
contlit, la lutte pour la succession de Muhammad et la place
d’Ali, le gendre du Prophéte. Le chiisme s’est constitué
progressivement apres I'assassinat d’Ali. Ses divergences avec le
sunnisme sont moins nombreuses que les éléments communs. La
Chiaa, le «parti» d’Ali, a défendu le droit des ses descendants.
Le chiisme a grandement évolué au cours de I"histoire: il se divise
en plusieurs tendances qui se définissent a partir des imams —
tous de la lignée d’Ali — auxquelles elles se réferent. La place des
imams est centrale pour le chiisme, puisque ceux-ci continuent
le cycle des prophétes: tout en reconnaissant le rdle de
Muhammad, les chiites ne le considérent donc pas comme le
dernier des envoyés de Dieu. Parmi ces imams, Hussein, fils
d’Ali, et troisitme de la lignée, occupe une place i part.
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1254. Par la suite, plusieurs empires musulmans prolongeront le
taste de la période classique: I"'Empire ottoman dirigé par les
Turcs et qui sera entre le XVIe et le XVIIle siécles une grande
puissance européenne; le royaume safavide, installé en Perse dés
le XVle siecle; celui des Moghols qui étendra son influence sur
I'Inde entre 1526 et 1858 (Gresh 2006: 62)

Doctrine

Pour les musulmans, le Coran est la parole de Dieu transmise au
prophéte. Dans son ouvrage «Nous n’avons jamais lu le Coran»,
le philoéophe et anthropologue Yussif Seddik affirme que le
Coran récapitule I’héritage biblique «du récit adamique jusqu’a
I’ascension de Jésus et la prédication de Jean Baptiste, en passant
par le Déluge, 'Exode, le regne de David et de Solomon, les
vicissitudes de Job et Jonas (...) (Gresh 2006: 63)»

Le Coran n’existe pas sous forme écrite a la mort du Prophéte.
C’est le troisiéme Calife Othman qui aurait fait établir le texte
definitif. Le Coran se divise en 114 sourates classées par ordre
décroissant de longueur a exception de la fatiha, c’est-a-dire la
sourate qui ouvre le livre. Chaque sourate est composée d’ayats
(versets). Le Coran comprend trois grands ensembles: des textes
de pure spiritualité (lovanges de Dieu, évocation de la fin du
monde, etc.); des textes narratifs souvent d’inspiration biblique
et ayant un role d’édification; des textes normatifs, qui énoncent
des obligations d’ordre éthico-juridique (Gresh 2006: 64).

Pour les musulmans, I'Islam est la suite naturelle du judaisme et
du christianisme, auquel il a emprunté divers éléments. Il révere
ainsi Moise et Jésus mais enseigne que Mahomet clot le cycle de
la révélation, qu’il est le dernier des Prophétes, que les juifs et les
chrétiens ont déformé le message de Dieu.
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impressionnant: fin de Pidolatrie et culte d’'un Dieu unique;
création d’une religion dont on allait mesurer le dynamisme;
unification des tribus turbulentes de la péninsule et instauration
d’un pouvoir central (Gresh 2006: 61).

Mais avec sa mort, toutes ces réalisations risquaient de
s’écrouler car le prophete n’avait rien prévu pour sa succession.
La communauté va alors désigner un calife (vicaire) qui
garantira I'unité de la communauté et appliquera la loi. i fallait
surtout conserver ’adhésion des tribus. Quatre califes vont
assurer la succession: Abou Bakr, Omar, Othman et Ali. Ce
dernier, gendre du prophete, serait a origine de la naissance du
chiisme.

En dépit des féroces luttes de pouvoir, I'empire musulman
s’étendra rapidement, pour atteindre, en moins d’un siécle, a
'ouest, le sud de la France actuelle et a Pest, la Perse, la Chine
et I'Inde. '

Cette expansion considérable et rapide de I'Islam est 3
rechercher dans Paffaiblissement des Empires byzantin et
sassanide, la foi et la bravoure des conquérants arabes, la
réponse apportée par I'islam a P'inquiétude religieuse qu’avaient
exprimés les débats sur la nature du Christ dans les Eglises
d’Orient (Dupont: 2005: 7). Ajoutons 2 ceci que la force des
arabes résidait dans leur position relativement centrale par
rapport aux diverses frontiéres qu’ils attaquaient, dans la
disponibilité quasi permanente de leurs troupes, semi nomades
ou volontaires de la foi (Cahen 1997: 29).

A lissue d’dpres batailles s’installera au pouvoir une dynastie,
celle des Omeyyades, qui gouvernera depuis Damas jusqu’en
750. Elle sera renversée, et les Abbassides, établis 3 Bagdad lui
succéderont, avant de tomber sous le coup des Mongols en
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sentiment d’une origine commune (Dupont 2005: 7).

Les Arabes étaient polythéistes et vénéraient des éléments
naturels tels que la Pierre noire de la Mecque, une météorite
gardée dans un temple cubique par la tribu des Quraych. Une
hiérarchie tendait néanmoins a s’instaurer entre un dieu
supéricur et des divinités a son service. Christianisme et
judaisme étaient connus. Les tribus des Ghassanides et des
Lakhmides, émigrées en Syrie et en Mésopotamie ou elles
avaient fondé de petits royaumes vassaux des Byzantins et des
Sassanides, adhéraient au christianisme monophysite et
nestorien. Dans la péninsule méme, des groupes de chrétiens et
de juifs influencent le développement d’un monophysisme non
encore organis¢ (Dupont 20035: 7).

Muhammad, un caravanier illettré né vers 570 dans la puissante
tribu des Quraych, eut a I’dge de quarante ans la vision de I’ange
Gabriel qui lui ordonna de «réciter» la parole divine — en arabe
gara’a, d’ou vient le mot al-Qur’dn, le Coran, la «récitation».
Commenga alors une prédication destinée a la fois aux
polythéistes, aux juifs et aux chrétiens qui condamnaient les
idoles et proclamaient [lunicité absolue de Dieu (Dupont
2005:7). '

En 622, devant I’hostilité des Mecquois dont la culture et les
intéréts économiques étaient menacés, Muhammad dut se
réfugier a Yahtrib, la future Médine. De ce moment datent la
transformation du message en une religion élaborée et la
naissance d’une communauté organisée pour la défense et la
propagation de la nouvelle foi (Dupont 2005: 7).

Le Propheéte se fit aussi chef politique et mena une guerre contre
les Mecquois, victorieuse en 630. A sa mort, en 632, le bilan est
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mouvements tres disparates certains légalistes (Gresh 2006: 90-
91).

C’est cette définition que nous retiendrons dans notre article
pour détfinir I'Islam de [a violence et le confronter 4 I’islam de
la Réforme. Mais avant de traiter de ces deux thémes, un apercu
sur I’histoire musulmane des origines telle que le rapporte la
tradition religieuse s’impose.

L’Islam: Histoire, Dogmes et Traditions

L’lslam, en arabe «soumission & Dieu» est 'une des trois
grandes religions monothéistes. Le terme «musulman» désigne
les adeptes de cette foi, mais aussi des civilisations et des cultures
édifiées au cours des siécles et dans lesquelles se reconnaissent,
par exemple, les chrétiens d’Orient (Gresh 2006: 60).

Préché en Arabie par le Prophéte Muhammad entre 610 et 632
aprés J.-C., PIslam est une attitude de soumission au Dieu
unique, transcendant et miséricordieux, qui s’exprime i travers
une politique exigeante et un effort constant de
perfectionnement moral en vue du salut dans ’au-dela. Selon le
Coran, il ne s’agit pas d’une nouvelle expression de
monothéisme mais de la religion d’Abraham rétablie dans sa
pureté (Dupont 2005: 7).

A la fin du Vle siecle, la péninsule arabique était soumise aux
influences perse, byzantine et éthiopienne. Cette région
désertique et inhospitaliere était le domaine des pasteurs
nomades. Seules quelques oasis du Hedjaz, des palmeraies et des
cités caravanieres comme la Mecque connaissent une relative
prospérité, La population s’organisait en tribus, tout i la fois
rivales mais cependant unies par une langue élaborée et le
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révélé (Ternissien: 2008).

Dans quelle mesure les deux termes intégrisme et
fondamentalisme peuvent-ils étre appliqués a des groupes
religieux qui ne sont pas issus du monde moderne, occidental et
chrétien?

Au début des années 1980, le terme intégrisme musulman est
employé pour décrire les évolutions du monde musulman 2 la
suite de la révolution iranienne. Rodinson le définit comme
étant une «aspiration a résoudre au moyen de la religion tous les
problémes sociaux et politiques et simultanément 3 restaurer
Pintégralité des dogmes (Ternissien: 2008)». A noter que le
terme intégrisme est absent du vocabulaire officiel anglais. En
tout cas, il ne figure ni dans I’Encyclopaedia Britannica, ni dans
I’Encyclopaedia Americana, ni dans I'Encyclopaedia of the
Social Sciences (Ben Barka 1998: 36).

En 1987, Bruno Etienne parle d’Islam radical ou d’islamisme
pour le définir «comme une idéologie, un projet de société
mélant intimement les dimensions religieuse, sociale et politique
(Ternissien: 2008)». | _
Aujourd’hui, certains utilisent le concept de néo-
fondamentalisme. Ainsi, pour Olivier Roy, le mouvement des
talibans peut étre qualifié de «néofondamentaliste», en ce sens
qu’ll se donne pour mot d’ordre la “charia”, le retour a la lettre
du Coran, et la sunna, mais qu’il ne porte pas en lui de projet
politique cohérent (Ternissien: 2008)» .

Admettant ’ambiguité du terme, Gresh utilise lui aussi le terme
«islamisme» pour designer «des mouvements qui tout en
s’inscrivant dans le courant fondamentaliste s’en séparent sur la
question du pouvoir: ils oeuvrent a la proclamation d’un Etat
islamique». Gresh utilisera le terme pour désigner ainsi des
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défis posés aux sociétés musulmanes. Ainsi s’opposent I’Islam de
la violence et celui de la réforme, sujet de notre présent article.
Mais avant d’aborder ce théme, une définition des termes, suivie
d’un apergu sur I’histoire et la doctrine de Iislam, s’imposent.

Définition des termes.

Fondamentalisme et Intégrisme sont deux termes qui désignent
des courants chrétiens. Le fondamentalisme est né aux FEtats-
Unis au début du XXe siécle. En effet, en 1919, des pasteurs
presbytériens, baptistes et méthodistes fondent la “World’s
Christian Fundamental Association” pour défendre les points de
foi qui leur paraissent fondamentaux. Ils soutiennent une
interprétation littérale de la Bible et rejettent les théories de
Darwin sur Porigine de 'homme et sur Iévolution. Quant au
mot «intégriste», il parut en France lorsqu’en 1907, le pape Pie
X condamne dans une encyclique le modernisme, école de
pensée revendiquant Pexamen des données de la foi a la lumiére
des sciences et de maniére autonome. Les adversaires aux
modernistes se définissent comme catholiques intégraux parce-
qu’ils défendent Pintégrité de la foi. Ils sont A leur tour dénoncés
par le camp opposé sous le nom d’intégristes. Mais il serait faux
d’affirmer que le fondamentalisme est le pendant protestant de
Pintégrisme. Car celui-ci se réclame de la tradition comprenant
a la fois les Ecritures et leurs interprétations par les péres et
docteurs de DEglise catholique. Tandis que dans le
fondamentalisme, il y a une volonté de retour aux sources, a une
pureté originelle de la foi qui se trouverait dans les écritures
débarrassées des repeints de la tradition. Ainsi le
fondamentalisme nie la médiation d’une autorité religieuse qui
interpose une clé d’interprétation entre le croyant et le texte
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hommes, divers, multiples, unis, séparés, gentils, méchants,
hypocrites (...), attachés aux biens de ce monde, honnétes,
malhonnétes, détachés, vertueux, pieux, dévots, pratiquants
occasionnels, conviviaux...Il faut donc se garder de les
stigmatiser & partir de leur seule appartenance a une religion mal
connue (Etienne 2003: 17-18)».

Les attentats du 11 septembre 2001 ont déclenché une véritable
campagne contre ce qu'on appelle «le terrorisme islamique».
Experts et intellectuels tentaient de persuader le monde que le
Coran recele les sources des maux des pays de I’Islam. Selon
certains d’entre eux, il suffirait de lire le Coran pour comprendre
pourquoi la totalité du milliard de musulmans croupit sous des
régimes plus despotiques les uns que les autres et de se demander
pourquoi 'islam ne parvient pas a s’arracher, malgré le pétrole
et le reste, au sous-développement. Dans un article intitulé
«Islamophobie», Gresh rétorque: «Nos auteurs se sont-ils
jamais demandés pourquoi 'Afrique Noire non musulmane ne
s’arrachait pas au sous-développement?» Et d’ajouter: «Durant
des siecles, des empires musulman, omeyyade, Abbasside,
ottoman, safavide, moghol ont été parmi les plus brillants et les
plus avancés de leurs temps (Gresh 2002: 22)».

Les musulmans pronant Ia violence sont minoritaires dans
Pocéan d’un milliard de musulmans. Mais ces radicaux
fournissent le prétexte a un déferlement de haine contre
I’ensemble des fidéles de Iislam.

Le monde musulman présente mille et un visages. Il y existe de
multiples maniéres de vivre sa religion, de comprendre le monde
moderne, d’interpréter la loi musulmane. Certains musulmans
enferment la communauté dans une lecture d’appauvrissement
et de haine de I'Occident. D’autres cherchent 3 répondre aux
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«Je ne suis qu'un étre humain. Lorsque je vous dis de faire

E\ quelque chose qui appartient au culte, prenez-le; mais

lorsque je vous donne un avis personnel, rappelez-vous que

je suis un étre bumain. Vous étes mieux renseignés que moi sur
les affaires de votre monde»

Le Prophéte Muhammad®™

1 y aurait a peu prés plus d’un milliard de musulmans répartis
sur tous les continents: tous ne sont pas pratiquant ni pieux ni
dévot. Comme Paffirme Bruno Etienne qui dirige ’Observatoire
du religieux & PInstitut d’études politiques d’Aix-en-Provence:
«En quarante ans de recherches, j’ai constaté que les musulmans
étaient ‘anormalement normaux’: ils sont comme les autres

* Chercheur.

1- Gresh 2006 : 68
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The Army Triumphs in Nahr El Bared
The victory in one battle doesn’t mean the end of the war
against terrorism

The researcher began from the fact that the Army’s triumph over terrorism
in the Palestinian camp of Nahr El Bared then he shed light on the
enmergence of this organization and its conditions and resorted to
information which he drew from what he considered as “a senior security
official”. Afterwards he described the battle which stretched for 106 days.
He also showed the military forces which participated in the battle. Then,
the researcher started analyZing the mission commissioned by the Army
Command to the soldiers after receiving an authorization from the cabinet
to annihilate the organization of “Fateh El Islam”. Later on, the researcher
elaborated on the execution of the military operations which took place and
divided them into seven stages, shedding light on the role of the Air Forces
and Naval Forces and came up with practical conclusions concerning the
readiness of the Army for such a battle which was a very dangerous and
new experience that the Army engaged in since its reorganization in 1991.
The researcher considered that the Army succeeded in an unconventional
battle and managed to achieve a decisive victory.

In conclusion, the researcher confirmed that this victory doesn’t put an end
to the war against terrorism which means that there is a necessity to be
constantly ready. Therefore he suggested a series of recommendations on
both the mid term and the long term and in his opinion, these
recommendations can enable the Army to be permanently ready to face the
threats. Finally, he displayed a list of martyrs and wounded Lebanese
soldiers, noncommissioned officers and officers in addition to a map of the
camp of Nahr El Bared.
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The Salafite Jihadism ... or the surviving faction

The researcher explains the expression of “Salafite” by quoting verses
Jrom the Holy Koran and the Prophetic Hadith and afterwards he reviewed
the historic appearance of Islamic Salafism as a political current which
started in the ninth century with Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal and lasted until
the days of 1bn Abdel Wahab and Ibn Tamima and stated that the tribe of
Saoud which is committed by this doctrine imposed its hegemony on all
the tribes in the beginning of the twentieth century and established the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The researcher also considers that the book of
“Tawhid” which was written by Mohammad Bin Abdel Wahab was one of
the first founding books in Islamic theology and afterwards the movements
of expiation became active on a doctrinal basis.
The researcher distinguishes beiween “Salafism” and radicalism since
“Salafism” in his opinion is based on purifying society from heresies and
so on while radicalism considers that the old Islamic society has vanished
and was replaced by modernity and atheism and therefore it - radicalism —
should confront this fact in order to establish the “old Islamic society”.
Afghanistan represented the reunion between radicalism and “Salafism”™
based on a triple basis: the atheism of the regimes, the ignorance of society
and the Jihad as a way of change.

The most prominent theoreticians in the “Salafite-Jihadist” current was

Issam El Berkawi (Abou Mohammad EI Makdisi) who is the teacher of
Abou Mosaab El Zarkawi. The “Salafit-Jihadist” current distinguishes
itself from the other “Salafite” currents by clearly aennouncing that the
armed Jiliad is the only way of change.
On the other hand, the organization of “Fateh El Islam’’ is, according to the
researcher, the ambiguous type of “Salafism” especially because the
emergence of the organization and the history of Shaker EI Absi raises
questions concerning the authenticity of his association to the “Salafite-
Jihadist” current.
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In order to facilitate the task of those interested in benefiting from the
published researches, the “Lebanese National Defense” magazine is
publishing summaries in Arabic of the researches written in French and
English, and summaries in these 2 languages for the researches
published in Arabic.

The environment which attracted Al Qaéda and its branches to
Lebanon

First, the researcher points out to the error in the expectations of “Gilles
‘Kebel” who anticipated a decline in the “Jihadist” Islamic movements
during the “attack against New York™ in 2001 and nofticed that new factors
has transformed Lebanon into one of the arenas of “Salafism-Jihadism
especially with the mixture between the Palestinian affiliation (inside the
camps) and the neo Islamic Jihadist affiliation. Afterwards, the researcher
listed the cases of emergence of organizations in the Palestinian
environment such as “Ousbat EI Ansar”, “Jound El Sham” and “Fateh El
Islam”. The researcher stated that the Salifite Thought in Lebanon wasn’t
characterized by violence since the fifties but he noficed that the incidents
of Donniyeh in the early 2000 as well as the following pursuits helped in
increasing the feelings of grudge inside the Salafite movement in Lebanon.
The assassination of prime Minister Rafic Hariri in 2005 prompted the
Salafite movement in Lebanon more and more towards the Sunni political
leadership, the thing that made it concur with the liberal Islamic movement
represented by the Hariri family. This fact coincided with the Shiite rise in
power in Iraq and the strong intervention of “Hezbollah” in internal policy
in addition to the reports concerning the “Shiite Crescent” in the region.
All these factors participated in shedding light on the sectarian cases
especially the Sunnis in Lebanon according o the researcher and
consequently attracted El Kaida with the increase of internal divisions.
This reality paved the way to “Fateh El Islam” which will not be the last
organization of this sort according to the researcher.
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conjoining the paramountcy of their Islamic identity with their
nationalism, typifies a marriage between the intellectual and
political.

Thus, although Hezbollah has succeeded in striking an artful
balance between its intellectual structure and political discourse
for the time being, we cannot dismiss the fact that at the end of
the day, it may tip the balance in favor of either one. Judging by
the continued subordination of its domestic political role to its
geo-strategic concerns, it seerns as though the party has chosen
to accord its Lebanese identity and role as an influential local
political force secondary status to its Islamic identity and role as
a revolutionary exemplar for the umma. However, this does not
deny that Hezbollah will be capable of pragmatically
accommodating to the ever-changing national and regional
realities, given its ability to jusiify controversial political
conduct in religious terms, willingness to exist with internal
contradiction and tension in a hostile political environment, and
the experience it has in manoeuvring in a context of conflicting
relations between hierarchical organizational order and organic
structures.

After all, it is not unknown for individuals, political groups, and
social movements to profess publicly a determination to fight
the existing order while at the same time not excluding the
possibility of becoming part of it. Under these circumstances,
the prose of.reality may overcome the poetry of dogmatic
ideology.
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organizational energies have generally been directed towards
striking a balance among constantly growing conflicting
considerations, competing demands, and contradictory needs.
Moreover, one cannot but notice Hezbollah’s intense concern -
perhaps paranoia — with America’s terrorism policy initiatives
and with the fact that they are the principle targets of this
policy. And although the saying confirms that “where there is
smoke there is fire’, the Americans were unable to pinpoint the
fire and put it out. This indecisiveness contributes to the USA’s
inability to make an impact on Hezbollah’s jihad activities. The
Bush  Administration’s half-hearted strategy of coercing
Lebanon to act against this party is a case in point. The Israelis
had tried a much more punishing version of that strategy many
times to get Beirut to rein in Hezbollah, yet massive destruction
of Lebanon’s infrastructure did not change the existing balance
of power.
In short, Hezbollah faces a permanent military and political
pressure and terrorist labelling from more than one side, be it
regional or international. However, despite the fact that such
kind of pressure have resulted in more extremism with other
Islamist parties elsewhere in the world, Hezbollah’s political
program remains to be an essentially secular one that will
closely correspond to the agendas of leftist and national political
~forces. It will remain an essentially Islamist party on the
intellectual level] but will most likely become a semi-secularized
one on the national political level. :
As a form of political adaptation, the dual strategy of confining
the quintessentially Jslami¢ and unattainable to the intellect !
realm, and the secular and attainable to the national =
political realm is, to all interests and purposes, an ultimar i
complex one. The conjoining of the parties’ Islamic state ic-a’
with their political endorsement of democracy as well as
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Conclusion

Over the course of time, Hezbollah has evolved from an
essentially military organization into a military-cum-political
movement bound together by an intellectual structure founded
on various religious, moral and political pillars. These pillars
have had to interact with an ever-changing socio-political
reality, which in several cases has necessitated their
reformulation. But rather than entail a relinquishment of these
pillars, this reformulation has involved an earnest attempt by
the party to preserve them as moral absolutes, while adapting
themselves to various political developments by means of a
relative moral outlook.

Also, the co-existence of Hezbollah and the Lebanese
government is a clear sign that this party is not far from
dialogue. As my study has shown, Hezbollah is far from being
tixated on unrealistic «all or nothing» objectives. Despite the
perception that this party caters only to fantasies, it has
demonstrated an awareness of shifting political circumstances
and a willing to base its policies on cost-benefit calculations.
Hezbollah does not live up ‘to its world image of a one-track
organization with a monolithic and fanatic vision, unshakeable
fundamental interests, rigidly binary perception, and
intransigent preferences. In fact, were it to adopt such an
unbending approach, it would have been counterproductive,
increasing its isolation in the local, inter-Arab, and international
arenas.

A comparison of Hezbollah’s declared principles with its
concrete actions shows that it has been in its interest to become
politically active and not to exclude the possibility of a
settlement — albeit temporary — through non-involvement
means. Consequently, their political imagination and their
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accusation. This is the logical and the brotherly way».

Despite the increased high level of tension between the United
States and Hezbollah, in particular after the Syrian
Accountability and Lebanese Sovereignty Restoration Act
endorsed sanctions against Syria for supporting «terrorism»,
Hezbollah has maintained a calculated response to the U.S.
pressure. It has neither called for a large-scale war against the
Americans, like al-Qa’ida, nor urged for resistance in Iraq,
similar to Iran. In an interview with CNN, Nasrallah said, «The
American administration’s problem with us is that the party
tights Israel. If we stopped fighting the Israelis there is a great
possibility that the U.S. administration would take us off the
terrorist organization list». He added, «We don’t want war with
America, but if any person attacks, us we will answer him in the
same way and it is our right to defend curselves».”" However,
it appears that a war between Hezbollah and the United States
is still possible if emotions and idealism get in the way and
substitute for calculated responses.

In conclusion, Hezbollah’s operational choices — militancy and
gradualist-pragmatic modes — sanctioned by its ideology as
«armed» and «unarmed» struggle - give the party a choice to
act according to the circumstances. This is why Hezbollah has
fluctuated between militancy that sought to conquer the state
from the top down and political gradualism that strove to
conquer the state from the bottom up.

3%- Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah, interview for CNN, Jan. 24, 2003.
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reconciliation between Saddam and the Iraqi opposition, in
particular the Shi’ite opposition.”” Nasrallah’s proposal
presented three major points. First, he called for no one to offer
help to the Americans because such help would not be against
Saddam but against the umma. Second, the initiative called on
the Arab League or the Islamic Conference Organization to
sponsor a national reconciliation conference that would
establish a structure for the reconciliation between Saddam’s
regime and the Iraqi opposition. Finally, he gave a call for
elections by the Iraqi people that will result in the formation of
a mnational government. Nasrallah vowed that if such
reconciliation took place, «then we would say that it is a duty
on every Arab and Muslim able to carry guns to fight the
Americans to defend Iraq». However, such reconciliation was
impossible because of Saddam’s refusal to reconcile with the
Iraqi opposition. More importantly, the initiative neither
supported Saddam nor called for jihad against the Americans.
The initiative was desperately needed in order for Hezbollah to
get out of a situation that divided Shi’ites and Sunnis across the
Arab-Muslim world over the war in Iraq.

As the Iraqi resistance against the Americans assumed more of a
Sunni Islamist stature, Hezbollah again found itself reaffirming
that Muslims in each state are allowed to run their own affairs,
a calculated response to division between Shi’ite and Sunni
- Islamists over the resistance in Iraq. Speaking at the fourteenth
anniversary of the kidnapping of Shaykh Abdel Karim Obeid, a
Hezbollah leader, Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah reaffirmed that «the
resistance is a choice of unity not of division or betrayal. When,
for example, the Palestinians escalate, fight, or stop the
resistance, it is their right because they know their own affairs.
Nobody has the right to put the mujahidin in the circle of

30- Al-Intiqad, Feb. 10, 2003, 5.
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However, realizing the danger of leading an active war like al-
Qa’ida’s against the United States, the Party chose not to put its
survival at risk. Equally important, Hezbollah did not want to
complicate its good relations with the Lebanese and Syrian
governments, to whom they made clear that Hezbollah is a
Iesistance organization, not a terrorist organization. Although
Hezbollah has considered that the United States is its enemy
because of its partnership with Israel, Hezbollah is certain that
the cost of leading a war against the United States - after
September 11 is too great for the party to undertake. Perhaps
the aftermath of September 11 did not elicit expressions of fear
or moderation from Hezbollah; however, it has made the party
strive to distinguish itself, ideologically and politically from al-
Qa’ida and to show neither support nor sympathy for its
terrorist acts. Many militant Wahhabists and Sunni Isfamist
movements criticised this position privately and publicly across
the Arab-Muslim world. Despite the fact that the situation
between the United States and Hezbollah was very tense,
Hezbollah chose not to lead a war against the United States.
Instead, it launched a wave of mortar and rocket offensives
against Isracli outposts in Sheb’a Farms, a calculated escalation
in reaction to the United States, as well as to Israel’s
reoccupation of the West Bank.

Hezbollah’s calculated response not to lead a war against the
United States was even clearer in the party’s calculated reaction.
to the U.S. war in Iraq. Although, Hezbollah positioned itself at
the forefront of fighting Israeli and U.S. plans in the region, the
party’s reaction to the Iraqi situation has not been to urge
resistance against the Americans. In fact, when the United States
was preparing to invade Iraq, Hezbollah’s leader, Sayyid Hasan
Nasrallah, did not call for jihad against the Americans. Instead,
he rejected the U.S. war and proposed an initiative of
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of Arab states.”” For the first month, the American anti-terror
campaign was strictly limited to the al-Qa’ida network.
However, on September 24, 2001, an executive order
threatened sanctions against states or financial institutions that
do business with twenty-seven groups and individuals tied to
Oussama Ben Laden. On October 12, the Bush Administration
released an additional list of thirty-nine individuals which
included the former head of Hezbollah’s special oversees
operations, Imad Mughniyyah, along with two other members,
Hasan Fzzeddine and Ali Attwah. Reportedly, the list of
individuals also included Hezbollah’s secretary-general Sayyid
Hassan Nasrallah, and his predecessor, Shaykh Subhi al-
Tufayli. The American officials demanded that the Lebanese
government freeze the assets of all listed individuals.

While Hezbollah’s officials and members rejected and
condemned the U.S. accusations of terrorism, calling them lies,
the party stopped short of calling for a war against the United
States or for the expulsion of its ambassador in Lebanon.
Instead, the party opted for a war of words with the U.S.
administration. Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah, during a rally in
support of the Intifada, challenged the U.S. administration to
provide evidence that Hezbollah’s activities went beyond
resistance to Israel.”

As the United States escalated its pressure on Hezbollah to
‘disarm, the party threatened to respond to any attack whether
by the United States or by Israel. However, Nasrallah declared
that the resistance in Lebanon and Palestine is in defensive
rather than offensive conditions.” Nasrallah’s declarations
created an extensive war of words between Hezbollah and the
United States.

27- Gary C. Gambill, “Has American Pressures Sidelined Hizbullah,” Midde East Intellipence Bulletin.
_ 28- Al-Intigad, Sept. 13, 2002, 2.
29- Nasrallah’s Speech on the International Day of Jerusalem, Al-Intigad, Nov. 29, 2003, 13.
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practical rather than ideological nature. To appeal to the voters,
Hezbollah’s programs placed greater emphasis on the economic,
social, and developmental aspect of the various municipalities,
particularly the most deprived. The party introduced its
candidates on a non-sectarian bases, emphasizing honesty and
seriousness in municipal work. Such an attitude was reflected
clearly in Hezbollah’s slogan, which declared that municipal
work is a religio-legal designation that requires providing the
people with the best models of services. In the southern suburbs
of Beirut, (Ghobairi and Borj al-Barajneh), South Lebanon,
Nabatiyyah, Beirut, and Big’a, the party emphasized its
experience in social welfare activities.

Pragmatism in Response to War on Terror

The U.S. war on terror after September 11 and its victories over
al-Qa’ida and the Taliban forces in Afghanistan and Saddam in
Iraq have pushed Hezbollah further into a strategy of calculated
response regarding the new political stage created by the United
States in the region™. In fact, Hezbollah’s calculated-response
strategy is not completely new nor does it contradict the party’s
modes of action — militancy and pragmatism. The strategy
complements Hezbollah’s modes of action and goes beyond
them to a deeper process of calculating the party’s choices and
their consequences. Such strategy has made the party more
aware of not risking its survival. _

Although Hezbollah has been included in the State
Department’s list of foreign terrorist organizations since 1999,
the Bush administration in the immediate aftermath of
September 11 excluded the party from the list, along with
Syrian-backed Palestinian groups in order to secure the backing

26- Reference to the strategy has been made many times by the party’s top leadership — Nasrallah,
Qasim and others. See Al-Intiqad, 2001-2002,
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persuasions. In 1999, they formed a coalition with the
Communist Party and various leftist currents, and at another
time they did a complete ideological turnabout where the Party
of God collaborated with the Christian Phalange Party and the
National Liberal Party, both of which were staunch allies of
Isracl during the civil war. Finally, there is nothing unusual in
Hezbollah’s pragmatism which is the typical Lebanese «get-the-
seat» mentality with ideology out the window.

Hezbollah and the Municipal Elections

Hezbollah’s gradualist-pragmatic mode was reflected even more
clearly in the municipal elections. The 1998 municipal elections
which were held for the first time in thirty-five years were the
first local elections in which Hezbollah and other Islamist
movements participated.”” Hezbollah’s participation in the
parliamentary elections since 1992 has given the party
legitimacy and political influence. The municipal elections of
1998 provided the opportunity for the party to come into power
in several important cities, towns, and local governments.
Given the assumption that the nature of municipal work — the
provision of social services to the community ~ is a fundamental
tenet of faith, Hezbollah has struck at the heart of the Lebanese
old and new zuw’ama’ and their clientalism that has persisted in
one form or another for more than one hundred years.

In the municipal elections, the gradualist-pragmatic mode of
Hezbollah was reflected in its programs, alliances, and
campaign committees. Hezbollah sanctioned this mode under
the pretext that «winning is religiously permissible». As such,
Hezbollah’s candidates in the villages, towns, and cities of
Lebanon’s six provinces offered comprehensive programs of a

25- Ahmad Nizar Hamzah, “Lebanon’s Islamists and Local Pofitics: A New Reality,” Third World
Quartezly 21, no. 5 (Spring 2000} p.744

Nationar DEFENSE -JANUARY 2008




Hezbollah:
Berween ldeology and Political Pragmatismn

Naji N. Dagher

2T

invariably promoted resistance discussions that in his opinion
had helped to create a sounder political, intellectual and
psychological environment for many Lebanese than had been
the case in earlier years.

Hezbollah youths were also mobilized to do their part in
establishing relations with those of other faiths. A Hezbollah
official, Ali Fayyad, explained that this work was important
because «the student arena is one of the broad ones in the umma
where committed Muslims mix with others who don’t know
much about Islam. Many think negatively of committed
Muslims since we are portrayed to them by a hostile media as
nothing more than terrorists and extremists».?*

Enhancing Political Ties

Apart from providing a broader support base for the resistance,
Hezbollah’s efforts to establish good relations with all sectors of
Lebanese society made perfect political sense. Lebanon’s version
of confessional democracy requires candidates of different faiths
to work together to create winning electoral tickets. That means
that in many mixed confessional districts, Hezbollah candidates
must stand with Christians on the same electoral ticket and must
attract Christian votes as well as Shi’ite ones to win seats. In a
sense then, infitah hit two birds with one stone. It helped
Hezbollah win seats in parliament while garnering specific
Christian support for the resistance — both vital parts of the
push to undermine the terrorist image.

There are other activities in which this kind of pragmatism is
illustrated by the infitah policy of Hezbollah. For example, the
party encourages involvement and participation of its partisans
in the various professional syndicates in Lebanon, where they
also rub shoulders with members of all faiths and political

24- Judith Harik, “The Changing Face of Terrorism™, p. 74,
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Lebanese authorities to rein Hezbollah. After these onslaughts,
Hezbollah leaders increased meetings with the Maronite
Christian patriarch Cardinal Nasrallah Butros Sfeir and other
Christian groups to explain their positions and ask for
outspoken support of resistance activities. As one of Israel’s
goals in launching the attacks had been to provoke dissension
within Lebanese ranks, these meetings tried to encourage a
united front as far as the Lebanese resistance was concerned.
Apart from these emergency meetings, however, there were also
protocol visits during which a wide range of issues facing the
country were discussed. These visits paved the way for further
exchanges of views. During one of these sessions, Christian
opposition leaders who expressed disillusionment with the new
regime were reportedly advised by Hezbollah representatives to
‘integrate themselves into the political system despite their
disappointment, and to respond positively’®), Regarding
Hezbollah’s multiple contacts with various groups, Sayyed
Nasrallah observed in 1997: «We have surpassed the stage of
explanation, and contacts are taking place with everyone and in
depth»?2,

Another example of Hezbollah’s formal outreach policy
occurred on 25 August, 2001, when party representative Nawaf
Musawi and Mohammed Kmati spent an afternoon at one of
Lebanon’s mountain resorts with members of the Committee on
Islamic-Christian Dialogue and a Christian political group
known as Qornet Shehwan Gathering discussing current issues.
Nasrallah once described this openness policy as one of the
principle characteristics of his organization®. He noted that it

21- Interview with Ali Fayyad, Director of Hezbollah®s Islamic Research Center, by Amal Saad
Ghorayeb on March 2, 1997, Harat Hareik, Beirut.

22- Al-Ahd, 21 November 1997, p.4.

23- Ibid. p.3.
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religiously and politically diverse society. This has enabled it to
pledge its sincere commitment to the cause of democracy in
Lebanon while preserving its Islamic state ideal.

Seeking Christians’ Understanding and Support

Hezbollah members and sympathisers began active efforts to
encourage Christian support for its resistance role immediately
after the leaders’ decision to enter the 1992 elections. Referred
to as infitah (opening), this policy included several different_
approaches that have been vigorously pursued over the past
sixteen years and remain in force today.

One of these activities essentially followed Sayyed Fadlallah’s
lead insofar as it attempted to convince non-Muslims of Islam’s
peaceful approach to co-existence. In an interview with
Fadlallah on the Lebanese Broadcasting Company’s television
channel in July 1997, the clergyman explained the Islamists’
general approach to dialogue as follows: «We carry on a
dialogue with Christians without imposing any belief and
without any prior conditions on either side. The basis of
discussion should be to propose ideas as one of several around
which debate resolves. Christians aim to win the other side over
to Christianity and this applies well to Islamists... there is
nothing wrong with trying to convince individuals by civilized
means» .2

Hezbollah attempted to engage Christians in socio-political
discussions in several ways — through formal and informal
dialogue with notables and ordinary citizens of other sects,
through the establishment of organizational linkages with
different social, economic and political organizations and
through various activities. In 1993 and 1996, Israel launched
severe retaliatory raids against Lebanon to try to get the

20- Interview, Lebanese Broadcasting Corporation (LBC}), 12 July 1997.
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posits for the establishment of the Islamic state.

Finally, the party would institute Islamic rule if the
overwhelming majority of Lebanese people demanded the
establishment of an Islamic state. By implication, Hezbollah
would overturn their democratic system that brought it to
power if it obtained such a large parliamentary majority and
would consequently not afford people the opportunity to oust it,
of any other Islamic party that might succeed. This would
necessarily be the case because the Islamic state does not contain
a mechanism of its own overthrow, as does the exemplary
democratic state.”” There would not be any non-Islamic parties
that espouse counter-ideologies in the Islamic state, and
therefore the electorate would not be able to vote for a party
that advocates the reinstitution of the secular democratic
system.

In effect, there is a seeming incongruity between Hezbollah's
expressed intent to preserve democracy and the undeclared
potential it has to subvert it. However, this becomes less of an
incongruity when one recalls that the party’s preference for an
Islamic state over a democratic state does not make its
commitment to democracy in the absence of an Islamic state a
disingenuous one. The party’s intellectual commitment to the
Islamic state is profound, but this does not render its political
commitment to democracy hollow.

This incongruity has been shrouded by the ultimate unfeasibility
of Hezbollah ever amassing such a large extent of popular
support for the implementation of an Islamic state in a

19-In theory, democracy can encompass parties espousing counter ideologies such as Islam and
Communism, which ultimately seek to overturn democracy. In reality, however, the capacity for
democracy to absorb counter-ideclogies has been severely limited, as exemplified by the cases of the
1.5, where Communist parties are banned, the past prohibition of Islamic parties in Turkey and the
cancellation of elections in Algeria, in which the FIS where poised to win.
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monopolizing political power and instituting Islamic rule, but
values it as an end in itself. Accordingly, Hezbollah would not
overturn democracy if it attained a parliamentary majority
under a non-sectarian proportional representation system. As
maintained by several party officials, if Hezbollah were ever
able to form a government on its own, it would accept the
dissolution of this government if the popular will later chose to
replace it with another one®. The party would assent to this
reversal of power, but would strive to regain people’s trust, so
that it could reinstate its government democratically and not
through revolution.

To some extent, such discourse is a product of the
‘pragmatizing’ effect of political pluralism, which compels
participants in the democratic system who constitute less than a
51% parliamentary majority to negotiate and bargain with
other participants and thereby adopt a more moderate and
inclusive political tone."” But it is also a product of the party’s
conviction that a simple 51% majority would not provide a
sufficient popular basis for the establishment of an Islamic
state®, even in a religiously homogenous Muslim state. Thus,
even if Hezbollah did secure a parliamentary majority of 51%
of the popular vote, it would still have to operate within the
confines of the democratic political system in order to
accommodate the 49% or so of Lebanese society who doesn’t
favour the establishment of an Islamic state.

Yet as strong an indicator of Hezbollah’s political endorsement
of democracy as this is, and as reassuring as it may be to secular
democrats, one is reminded here of the precondition Hezbollah

16- Nasrallah quoted in al-Maoqif, no. 26, p. L.

17- Augustus Richard Norton, “Hizballah from Radicalism to Pragmatism?” Middle East Policy 5, no,
4, p.3.

18- As asserted by Nasrallah on MTV, July 1998.
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further underscored.

In addition, Hezbollah’s goal of deconfessionalizing Lebanese
politics is also demonstrative of its sincere commitment to the
implementation of democracy. While it could be contended that
Hezbollah’s intent to abolish political sectarianism is an
intrinsic part to establish an Islamic state in Lebanon, insofar as
the party’s extensive popularity amongst Lebanon’s Shi’ites
would give it an advantage over all other political forces in a
majority system, it is not difficult to repudiate such an
argument, in view of two factors.

Inthe first place, the party’s aspiration to deconfessionalize the
political system is an essentially secular and democratic demand
for equality of opportunity. No democrat could dispute
Hezbollah’s call for the replacement of a sectarian democracy
with a citizen’s democracy where representation would be based
on citizenship and not on sectarian considerations. Even if such
a demand was ultimately conducive to the establishment of an
Islamic state, this would not detract from the democratic
substance of this demand.

In the second place, Hezbollah does not match its demand for
the abolition of political sectarianism with a call for the
replacement of the current system with a majority one. While
the party advocates the constituency system, it does not require
that the system be established on a majority, first past the post
basis, which would necessarily exclude some other minorities.
Rather, the party would favour a proportional representation
basis of example, which would guarantee the inclusion of all
Lebanese sects, and prevent anyone from monopolizing the
executive branch of the state.!'?

The corollary of this is that Hezbollah does not pursue the
concept of a non-sectarian citizens’ democracy as a mean of

15- Al-Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah quoted in al-Maokif, np. 4, p. 3. 1997.
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ideological principle. In fact, Hezbollah makes no pretence at
embracing democracy as a central pillar of its intellectual
structure. Hezbollah confines the concept of democracy to the
political realm, as opposed to the realm of ‘intellectual thought’,
which is reserved exclusively for the Islamic state.®

However, it does not necessarily follow that the party does not
genuinely endorse democracy as ‘a system of government’, but
merely advocates its use as ‘a procedure of transition to power’.
To believe in democracy as a system of government, one need
not believe in it as the best system of government, just as the
non-idealisation of any principle must not necessarily means
that it is rejected out of hand. By the same token, Hezbollah’s
embrace of democracy as a system through which the greatest
possible extent of justice can be fulfilled means that, although it
is not viewed as the ideal system capable of fulfilling absolute
justice, as Islam is, it is accepted, and even Hezbollah does not
endorse democracy as the best system of government on the
intellectual level, it endorses it as a system of government on the
political level.

In short, some of the formier governments were castigated by the
party for only subscribing to democracy in appearance, and
therefore for not being committed to it in principle. Thus,
although Hezbollah does not espouse democracy as an
intellectual construct, it does expect the government to.
Moreover, the extent that Hezbollah invokes the Israeli state as
a democratic exemplar, inasmuch as it respects the will of its
people and illustrates the indispensability of democracy to the
resolution of internal disputes', the party exhorts the
government to emulate such democratic qualities. Thus, the
genuineness of the party’s political endorsement of democracy is

13- Fayyad, 18 February 2000.
14- Muhammad Fnaysh, “Wajhan jla Wajh™, al-Manar TV, Qctober 1997.
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Yet despite this vocal show of support, the party declined to
pass a motion of confidence in the Hoss government, and chose
instead to abstain from voting, claiming that it could not vote
for a government, no matter how favorable, before viewing its
actual performance. As it turned out, the economic legacy left by
Hariri’s overambitious reconstruction project had left the new
government with little room to manoeuvre and therefore
prevented it from implementing many of its development
schemes. The party claimed that, even if it had been afforded the
opporturnity to join such a government, it would have declined
from doing so. Not only the party’s presence in a government
over whose politics it had little control would not be beneficial
to people’s needs and demands and thereby render it an
‘oninfluential’ actor in the decision-making process, but it
would also have caused the party to ‘bear responsibility for
mistakes’ that it had not made."”

In  conclusion, the extent of Hezbollah’s political
accommodation with Lebanese governments had as much to do
with political considerations as with ideological ones related to
the peace process. This juxtaposition of the ideological and the
political has enabled the party’s opposition to the Hariri regime
and its semi-support for the Hoss administration to assume a
politically constructive form and a politically mature content —
the requisites for any party’s institutional longevity.

Abiding by Democracy

Precisely because Hezbollah’s decision to participate in the
democratic system was motivated in part by rational
considerations related to the party’s survival, it could be argued
that Hezbollah is only using democracy to preserve its political
status and is therefore not genuinely committed to it as an

12- Al-Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah Quoted in al-Hawadith, 19 March 1999,
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office, and hence the theoretical nature of his government’s
negotiations with Israel.

In short, ‘the party was no longer of the opinion that
participation in government was illegitimate’, thereby enabling
some party members to advocate such participation, while
others objected to it solely on account of the Hariri regime’s
social and economic policies. Hezbollah’s refusal to participate
in government on principle grounds would be confined to one
which had already concluded a peace agreement with Israel, was
already in negotiations with it, or was about to enter
negotiations with it.

Hezbollah’s participation in a government that was neither
negotiating with Isracl, nor about to, could still not be
guaranteed, as exemplified by the case of the second Hariri
government. The fact that socio-economic and political
considerations are as great an obstacle to participation and
hence full political accommodation as are ideological ones is
turther demonstrated by Hezbollah’s refusal to participate in the
tavorably viewed Salim al-Hoss government, which was not
about to enter peace negotiations with Israel.

As portrayed by the party, the regime led by Prime Minister
Hoss and President Emile Lahhud, which was instituted at the
end of 1998, took an unprecedented stand towards the
Resistance and displayed an unparalleled concern and vision of -
balanced development for the deprived regions. It was a regime
‘distinguished’ by such ‘positive qualities® as the ‘qualifications’
and ‘integrity’ of it cabinet ministers"®, and the ‘honesty’ of its
president.”” Morcover, the party had nominated Hoss for the
premiership, which was also indicative of its support for this
government.

10- Nida’ al-Watan, 14 December 1998.
11- See also al-Massira, 21 December 1998, for Hezbholah’s positive assessment of Eahhud.
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Not only is Hezbollah’s opposition to the Lebanese government
constructive in form, it is also politically mature in content.
Though the party depicts the government as an ‘oppressive’ one
which has come to power by means of the ‘exploitation of
circumstances’, the ‘falsification of the general will> and
clectoral ‘forgery’ (especially in the 2005 parliamentary
elections), and as such does not truly represent the Lebanese
people, it admits that the government is still theoretically
legitimate.

For this reason, the party disagreed with the civil disobedience
campaign of ‘the Hunger Revolution’, launched by Hezbollah’s
former secretary-general, Shaykh Subhi al-Tufayly, arguing that
though his demands for improved living conditions in the Biga’
were justified, the means he used to fulfil them were ill-
conceived ™. Clearly, the party did not believe that the use of
violence against an oppressive but legitimate government was
religiously or morally justifiable, especially when public
disorder was the most probable outcome.

‘The party’s changing stand on participation in the Hariri regime
was another indication of the party’s political maturation.
Although its refusal to participate in the Hariri government was
initially based on the grounds of principle, those who objected
to this participation later came to reject it on political grounds®,
This shift was largely attributable to the party’s distinction
between a government that was only theoretically participating
in negotiations with Isracl, and one that was technically
negotiating with it”. In turn, Hezbollah’s ability to make this
distinction was greatly facilitated by the diminishing likelihood
of a Lebanese-Israel peace during Hariri’s second tenure in

7- Nasrallah, al-Manar TV, 8 Augnst 1997,
8- Fnaysh, 15 August 1997.
9- Qasim, 17 March 1998.
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government and its policies in a responsible manner, with the
general interest in mind, as opposed to a ‘disruptive’ one that
would ‘disrupt’ the work of government solely on account of its
hostility towards it. Thus, although Hezbollah twice raised a
vote of no confidence in the Hariri governments of 1992 and
1995, its parliamentarians have, in the words of Augustus
Richard Norton, ‘behaved responsibly and cooperatively’ in
voicing their opposition to the Hariri government.”

Rather than uniformly oppose the government or focus its
parliamentary activity on peculiarly Islamic issues, Hezbollah’s
opposition was an ‘inclusionary’ and ‘issue-based’ social,
economic and political critic of the government, which pursued
(and still pursues) the implementation of such secular issues as
the abolition of political sectarianism, social justice for the
oppressed, public freedoms, diffusion of political power and
political transparency. Accordingly, its castigation of the
government revolved around the popular themes of political
corruption, administrative inefficiency, overspending on large-
scale reconstruction projects and the under-development of
deprived areas.

Despite the fact that the party’s opposition is not limited to the
government, but extends to the very system of government, the
responsible and constructive nature of its opposition makes its
political behavior closer to a “‘constitutional opposition’ than an
‘anti-system opposition’®, According to Sartori, parties falling
into the former category assent to the ‘fundamentals’ of the
political systern, whereas those in the latter category reject those
fundamentals.

3- Augustus Richard Norton, “Hizballah: From Radicalism to Pragmatism?” Middle East Policy 5, no.
4 {January 19928), p.156.

6- Giovanni Sartori, “Opposition and Control: Problems and Prospects®, Government and Opposition
1, no. 1 (Winter 1966}, p. 15%.
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Accommodation?

Hezbollah’s attitudes to post-Ta’if governments cannot be
considered prototypical instances of political accommodation
on account of their oppositional nature. However, when
compared with the party’s anathematisation of the Gemayel
regime, both the form and content of this opposition represent
such radical departures from that stand, that no term short of
accommodation can be used to describe it.

As a regime ‘associated with Israel’, which in turn threatened the
very existence of Hezbollah, the Gemayel government fulfilled
the two aforementioned criteria that designate it an ultimate
oppressor necessitating politically violent or revolutionary
responses to it. To oppose such a regime from within the system
would therefore be both morally and religiously proscribed as
well as fruitless, as it would be a ‘superficial opposition that will
ultimately agree with existing regime’, and which would also
serve to legitimize the ‘oppressive’ political system.

While the principal factor which licensed Hezbollah’s
participation in the post-Ta’if system was its changed perception
of the Lebanese political system, the fact that the Rafiq al-Hariri
government was not viewed as being oppressive enough to
warrant destruction facilitated this participation. Furthermore,
in contrast to the Gemayel regime, which was directly associated
with the unjust political system, government and system became
dissociated from each other in the post-Ta’if order. This enabled
Hezbollah to retain the ideological purity of its opposition to the
Hariri regime and afforded it a politically non-violent and a
morally legitimate means of channelling this opposition.

This opposition did not assume the form of a ‘boycott’ that
opposed the government on every conceivable issue, but was
one which selectively opposed or supported various government
policies according to ‘rational’ criteria. It was, as Hezbollah
describes it, a ‘constructive’ opposition, which criticised the
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but also because it apportioned its sectarian shares on an
entirely inequitable basis. Because such a system could not lend
itself to the possibility of political reform, but required a
revolutionary overhaul to extirpate its very roots, any
opposition to it had to come from outside its constitutional
boundaries, or it would be ‘protecting and safeguarding the
constitution currently in force’. In effect, Hezbollah’s opposition
to the pre-Ta’if political system rendered it not only an ‘anti-
system’ party which sought to change the very system of
government, but a revolutionary one, which sought to change it
from ‘outside the system’.®

With the formulation of a new constitution under the Ta’if
agreement of 1989, Hezbollah’s perception of the state
underwent a significant transformation. Correspondingly, the
party metamorphosed from a revolutionary ‘total refusal” anti-
system party, into a ‘protest’ anti-system party. Yet even as an
anti-system protest party, its political alienation from the state
could not be classified under a ‘normlessness’ category — which
denotes a rejection of both the principle and institutions
underpinning the political system™ — as it rejected the sectarian
essence of the system but not its institutional structure. By the
-same token, it could not be classified in the ‘cynicism’ category
either — which refers to distrust of the government and political
leadership of a country, without questioning the political order
within which they operate — as it rejects the political order.
Although the party’s perception of the state underwent a
transformation, its attitude toward it remained ambivalent.

3- Giovanni Sartori, “Parties and Pa.rty System™, p. 133.
4- Monte Palmer, “Alianation and Political Participation in Lebanon”, International Journal of Middle
East Studies 8 (1977), p.509.
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the post-Ta’if political order, must be viewed within the
framework of it moral bases for political violence and
accommodation in oppressive secular systems. Although one
cannot ignore the party’s customary rationale for its
accommodation with the Lebanese state, which relates to the
end of the civil war in 1989 and the establishment of its
resistance priority in 19907, its changing perception of this state
from one which warranted revolutionary rejectionism to one
which merited political accommodation, provides a deeper
insight into the transformation of its political stand.

Aside from the Gemayel regime itself, which was branded by the
party as ‘oppressive, hypocritical and blasphemous rule’, the
political system within which it operated and with which it was
closely identified was viewed in equally iniquitous terms. This
perception did not stem from the un-Islamic nature of the
Lebanese state, but form its ‘fundamentally oppressive’
configuration which was founded on the Maronite community’s
political supremacy. Its depiction by the party as ‘a rotten
sectarian  system’ was therefore a product of the
institutionalization of this hegemony.

By implication, Hezbollah’s opposition to the sectarian
underpinnings of this system was as much an opposition to the
principle of political sectarianism as it was a rejection of the
Maronites’ monopoly of the ‘sectarian privileges’ the system had
to offer. While Hezbollah’s disparagement of the political
system was caused by the party’s repudiation of political
sectarianism per se, it was partially rooted as well in the system’s
under-representation of the Shi’ite community.

There was no way that the party could reconcile itself to a
system that was not only unjust by dint of its sectarian essence,

2- Nasrallah, Al-“Ahad, 21 November, 1997,
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In religious fundamentalist movements, support is usually
gained at the price of conformity, by publicly renouncing any
tactic that could offset the group’s normative values. However,
my research aims at showing that policy devices used by
Hezbollah, have enabled their leaders to manipulate normative
rules in a pragmatic fashion. Indeed, the leaders of this
movement have been able to publicly move from a total moral
commitment to a principle towards a more pragmatic
bargaining posture which recognizes that certain norms and
interests are shared with the other side and can be used as a
basis for a workable compromise. Moreover, the leaders’ ability
to justify such deviations from official doctrine and from public
commitments has reduced the risk of intra-organizational
disorder and enhanced the prospects of maintaining public
support and gaining the rank and file’s compliance.

Hezbollah’s Participation in Political Life

Hezbollah does not lack the ability of balancing between
ideology and everyday political considerations. However, it was
Syria’s gradual political ascendancy in Lebanon and the post-
war role it achieved in this country that enabled Hezbollah to
continue its jihad activities against Israel under the auspices of
the post-war Lebanese regime. This development legitimated
Hezbollah as an authentic Lebanese party and cast its struggle
against the Isracli military and the SLA in the guise of national
resistance. If Hezbollah’s terrorist image were ever to be
overridden, this tricky manoeuvre would have to be dealt with
first. Was Syrian arm-twisting involved as the post-war
government formed or had Hezbollah smoothed its transition to
matnstream party status through its own efforts?

As a form of political accommodation, Hezbollah’s agreement
to abide by the reformulated Lebanese constitution and its
decision to participate in the Parliamentary elections of 1992, in
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and study by many academics. The old Lebanese perception of
Hezbollah as a fanatical religious organization seeking to
impose its Islamic vision of the socio-political order, modelled
on the Islamic republic of Iran and onto the Lebanese society,
underwent a gradual change through the 1990s. The politically
exclusive and intolerant tone adopted at the time of Hezbollah’s
emergence, later gave way to the politically inclusive and
conciliatory discourse that later lead to the party’s participation
in the secular and democratic political system. Thus, after the
term of the strictly ideological Shaykh Subhi al-Tufayli, a much
lenient discourse was initiated by al-Sayyid Abbas al-Mussawi.
After Mussawi’s assassination by Israeli forces in February
1992, his successor, al-Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah, continued this
discourse and emphasized the themes of Christian-Muslim
reconciliation and co-existence in a politically pluralist society.
Hezbollah’s political performance in parliament from the time it
entered it until now, has added further credibility to their
conciliatory discourse. Both the parties” admirers and detractors
agree that, of all the political forces in Lebanon, Hezbollah is
among the very few political parties that have not been tainted
by charges of corruption or political opportunism and have
resolutely stuck to their principles. This perceived moral and
ideological integrity was epitomized by the death of Nasrallah’s
son in September 1997 while in combat with Israeli troops, an
incident that won the party leader the respect of all Lebanese.
Hezbollah’s participation in the Lebanese democratic rule
demonstrates its conviction that the party can gain influence and
promote its objectives by operating within the existing political
order. The party escaped a binary perception regarding its
relations with ideological rivals and political opponents. They
are careful not to depict their social and political reality as a
clustef{ of mutually exclusive, diametrically opposed categories,
perceived by «either-or» relations.
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é%\ Introduction

A closer look at Hezbollah, a religious movement affiliated
with political Islam, reveals the extent to which this movement
has been reluctant to adhere to its strict religious dogma at any
price. It also has tended to adopt political strategies that
minimize the danger of rigidly adhering to principle, doctrine, or
ideology. In addition to that, it moved almost away from
dogmatic positions in a quest for innovative and pliable modes
of conduct, the opposite of doctrinaire rigidity, ready to respond
or adjust to fluid conditions without loosing sight of its ultimate
objectives.®
After almost a decade of political radicalism, Hezbollah has
undergone integration in a secular political system and this
integration has rendered it a compelling case for observation

* Researcher

1- See Danial Druckman and Christopher Mitchell, “Flexibility in Negotiation and Mediation”, Annals
542 (November 1995): 11.

&
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