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
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

       
 
             
          
            

             
              
   


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    








 

   

    

1701
tawjih@lebarmytawjih@lebarmygovgovlb    tawjih@lebanesearmylb    tawjih@lebanesearmygovgovlblb

3000
7500035000

150 
" "



 " "1


               2
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   
       
       



        
      

      
  













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
  
  
 

          
         
      
    
         


        ""   
       
 
   
          
       


      


            
        

        
        
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          


      
         
       
 
  ""
      

 
  
         
           


  
           
 
           
    
       
 
  
     
 


 
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





 







 
         
 
"  "" 
         "
 
        

          
       


        
           
           


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




          
         

       

          
          
5055
 10    12     35
59


         
           




       
        
          
          
        
            
   


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


      
    "   "    

           
         


     "   "    
         
         
 





 –1

        
 

          
           
          
         
 



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2008





         
        
   
          
         
       
        


 –2
          

       
         



          


         

1


     
       
        
         1
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

         
         
2


         
   


          



        

         

           







           

          
         
       
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

          
 
            
         




          




 




        
    
      

"
       "TRIPS 
  "" 
          
         
       
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




 


          


    
 
 
       

    
          

     
         






    

      " "     

   
         
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

 
  
  

       
        
 


           


 
         
 
         
 
          
 





         
     
         
         
        



16

2008
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 
          
 
90%



 ""
         
  
        
        ""
 IBM        IBM  
79
IBM      85.5   
16.6

930

        
     

""

2


         
         
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         

        
 



 


          

   





3
        
 
         
         
       
    
 


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 –1
      
 ""
          ""

            
         
"" 
         " "  


        

         
""         
 Access 
       
        
         
            
 
          

           

  
 
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






           
""

         
        

 
"          
         "
 
         
         
         
        
 – –
           
            


   





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        
          
     
        


"" ""
"" ""
 

          
 
 


        
        

  
 ""


          
         
           
         
 
   
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     
 
          
 
 ""        
1989 "–"
 2500 
        100  


         
         
        
     "" ""
         
          




 



""


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2008





 –2

        




  
       ""  
310054
 33          
2000 700 
 



     
        

53 
   


       
          
 ""


          
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         
      ""   
         

 


"
   "
 
  

         
          
          



          
 
           
         



      

     –      
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  –
          
        
    
 
     





 –3
          



        
       


Access
          
          
         
       

""

           
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2008






      
        
 
582.1
180
 





      
      

   
         



 –4
 
         
           
         
      
          
        
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            
           
           
         



 


         


            
       
        
       
         

         


         
           
         
 

        
         



27

2008






        


         
      INGRAM 
         
"" ""

           
       ""  
        
          


      
     
 


NIKE



          



 – "" –
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


       


        
"
 """


       ""   

         




           
        

 ""
 
 "" ""

   
         


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





1
"" •
3303162001
""2003  •
2003

4836

""  •
4124002005318

""   •
2241632005

2
7372""  •

 "    "     •
2012002004

3
 ""  •

""  •
103252003

 "" •
17116547402006

""   •







       







         
 
  
         
      
          
       
         
           
        
      


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


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

            
         

1
           
     

  

2
    
 
3

 

4 
             
Actor
              
          

2008





1
 



See Yukiko Tanaka (Author) Toshiyuki Tanaka (Author) ,“Japanese War “Japanese War CrimesCrimes in World War II” in World War II”, West view Press, 
(1998), 6th ch.
2 - For more details see, Ralph E. Tarter, “Principles of Solid - State PowerPrinciples of Solid - State Power”, SAMS (1985), pp 23-24.
               3

4 - Hans Morgenthau, “Power PoliticsPower Politics”, The University of Chicago Press, (1946), p 81.
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  

   
TargetActor

    



           



   5 
    


6
  Process        
   
   
       
          
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 5


  6
  
   
 
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  
      
7         
          
      
            

 
          
           
 
 

8
 
       



         
           
           
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20007
 
 


   8
1973
2006

         

2006
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       9    
     
 

          
          
 
 
 

10 


          
       
          
          
       



  
         
 
         

2008





9- Randall Schweller; “The Progressiveness of Neoclassical RealismThe Progressiveness of Neoclassical Realism”, pp. 311-347 in Colin Elman and Miriam 
Fendius Elman eds., Progress in International Relations Theory, Cambridge, Mass, MIT Press,( 2003).
10- C. Mac Millan, “Strategy Formulation: political conceptsStrategy Formulation: political concepts”, St Paul, MN, West Publishing; (1978) 2nd ch.
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2008






         
      
        
  
            

         
     
        

    


          
 
 
 


11 
        
       
         
 
11


"" 

391992
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 

 
           


       


    1942       
  
         
         
         
1941
           


121945
         
        


13

2008





 12
     1973             



23 212006""
"  "  13

135132
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 –1



         
          
          
   

 


 
   



         
 



         


        
  

 
2008







39

         
     
        


         
         
 
   




2
 
  
 
        
 

14 

       
         
 

          

2008





14414314
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 

    
 
        
     
 

   


   




         
       


          

        




        
         
          

   
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 
 –
 
      15  
         
 
  


          

      
 
   
        

       


   

       
      
         
        
         
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 15
                   
              


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
          

        


          
       
 
   



16



   
 
17
     
         
 



2008





16- French, J.R.P, & Raven, B; “The bases of social powerThe bases of social power”, in D. Cartwright (ed) Studies in Social Power. Ann 
Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, (1959) ch 5.
 17

     "  "          

2003
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 –1
         
 
      


         
      
       
         

18

 –2
          

     

        


         
          
      

19

2008





18 - About these subjects see, David L. Coombes (Author), “Representative Government and Economic PowerRepresentative Government and Economic Power”, 
Ashgate Pub Co, (1982,), pp 66 - 67.
19 -Kurt Campbell and Michael O’Hanlon, “Hard Power: The New Politics of National SecurityHard Power: The New Politics of National Security”, Basic Books, 
(2006), p 22.
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 –3

         
        
        
          
        
  

          



20

 –4

        
      
       
          
        
          


21

2008





20 - John Keegan (Author) ; “Intelligence in WarIntelligence in War” , Vintage, (2004) p 57.
21 - Anderson, “The Rise of Modern Diplomacy, 1450-1919The Rise of Modern Diplomacy, 1450-1919” Wesley (1993) p42.
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 –5

        
 

      22  



           
           
            

23 
            
        
        
 
  
       
       
       


 
         

2008


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  22


23 - Joseph S. Nye Jr, “Soft Power:Soft Power: The Means to Success in World PoliticsThe Means to Success in World Politics”, Public Affairs; (2005), ch2.
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




  
         
 

 

24
            
        
      
         
         

2008
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           

        
         
         
    

          

         
           
         
           






2008





25
              
 

 




 Robert J. Waltz, “Kenneth N. Art, The Use of ForceKenneth N. Art, The Use of Force”, Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.; 5th Edition, (1999), p 
33 & p 65.
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 
 

 
             

26

               
           

 
          


     




             



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

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
         

        
          
   
       
         
        
27     



       


  
        

 
 
 
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   27
 
     
                

""x

19



50

28
  –




  

 

       



            
        
           
              
          
  
         
 

         

2008





   28
    
 

 



51




            
 

29
 


30


 
     
 

         
         





2008





29


  


30

              
         
 
 GDP
 


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
       
31          
 
        
          
         

   
 


 
          
 
          
 
       
         
 





2008


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         1
 
  
          
   
        

32
            
         
          

 
           
          

     



2
     

   
   
          

2008





 32



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         

    

          
 
 

33
          
        
         
 

  
 


         
          
          
          
            
       

2008





1973194133
     1982  




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 
34
       
1


2


3


          4


            
           
         
 

    


           


   
  


2008





 34
50%


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        
       
            
          



  


        
           

1991 



 
       
   
           
1939 1919 

          
 
 
           
     

2008
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          
       1991   

        



35   

 
     
            


   
90


            

36

2008
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
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           

37
        
   
        
 

      
           


         
 
           
       
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        
           
      
        
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 37
 
 



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38
 
         
         
         
 


39

  
          

 


1
          
            

     

2008


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              38
    
 



39
 
  

 

 
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


40
 
         
           
           
     



          
 
           
         


           
      

41

 2
         


2008





 40



        41


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
  


  

            
           
           

42
    

         
  
  
   

43

 –3

 

2008





 42
 

 
 43
    
 






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
 

 
 

44
         
         
           
         





         
           


           
         
         





2008





44- For more details see, Peter Karsten, Peter D. Howell, “Military Threats: A Systematic Historical Analysis of Military Threats: A Systematic Historical Analysis of 
the Determinants of Successthe Determinants of Success” Military Affairs, Vol. 50, No 4 (1986), pp 219-221.
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          

    
        

 
 
 



 
          
         
            
        


          
          
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

54

            2
 
55

2008





                    52


 53


  54
 
  
   


55
         

       
1968
   


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           3




             
          

 
            
  


        
 
        
  
 



   4

    

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      56     


57



 
            
         
 
 





 

 11    

2001
   
        

2008





56

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
       
       





   1.200.000     
        40
  1     
65 
        
 




73









" "





WHO1
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         
 200322557309
          

2


40.000
 3 
2.5%






          
 




       "Sweroad"  
2004



  



2008




""2003 2
2005 30 ""3
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 870 ""
   2007  11400

42004

      2004      
   5
        










 


 

     

        




2008




SRF4
2004 20035
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
            

           

        
     


 
         




6 
        
          
         




6E

6E
 ""


2008




 6- «Global Road safety crisisGlobal Road safety crisis». United Nations – General Assembly Resolution 57/309. 22 May 2003
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   7      
 "E"6E

Engineering
  

8



            
            
        
           







 

          
2008




200465  ""7
2162007 ""8

  )     (  Engineering 
 )        (  Enforcement 
 )      (  Education 

 )        (  Emergency 
 )       (  Evaluation 

 )       (  Encouragement 
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2008




  " "        
  " "       
  


     




         
""


 


        


        
        
     








          



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


 
         
         



    
 
          




        








         
 

          


        





2008



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



         
airbag
ESPABS

 
     

       
 "" 
         
          
        
          
         
 
  




Enforcement
   
           
            

2008



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


“Sweroad”
9

 
 
       "     "
      "   "
 "  "  


 "     "   



           
    



         
         

         
         
  



   1500        
2008




20042003 9
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1000
           
    500      
          

         " "  
 – "  "  
          


   


 ""



         
 

2008



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



 
30

          
        
         
        


 30       


          
       
  

   

        




          
           

2008



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10 

Education
           "

  
    
  
          
  

  

11 " 
       

   
""

 
 
          
         
           

          
         

2008




2004Sweroad10
20041 ""11
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 

         
         
 
     
         


        



         

 
"    "          
 


         








Emergency


2008



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
           
 
          
             
         
          

12

           

  
 

125
140
175

112

Evaluation
        
         
        
         
        




2008




200412
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       





Encouragement
        
          
     
           

 



          
           
  
   



 
          
           
 
 2005 
 

2008



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



 
        

  
  "     
13"

        

      "2004  

      
          
          



14 "


          
           

        


2008




22320055113
22322220055114
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



         

 ""  
        










 ""          





LIBNOR










2008



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395
       2002  





LIBNOR


         


          
         
        

  






          
981

        






2008



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



     


        
       
 










  




        









2008



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          




          
          




         





        
    
       


 
         


           
 
          

2008



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        




          



            
         
    
          


             
           
   





           
  



             



2008



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


          

         


         
        
          






        
       
        


       
        



15

2008



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
 
          
           

         


 

 
         
        
        
 






         

         
   
  


2008




21020055115
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


           







        
       
          

 




            
  
    




         

 


2008



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
6E6E 

6E 


""



395







         




2008



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2008



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20079 –16
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
 ""1
 ""2
 ""3

2008



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1
DIP



 ""


 DIP   
 
         


          

        
 " "    ""    

""

 ""
         

           



1994 ""
 
        

2008



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
            


        "" 


 
 

  

2
        







  
  

 



 
 ""

         
 

 
2008



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
          




           




17SweroadSweroad3
         
 
         

          



         
 
         
          




 



2008




2004Sweroad17
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
""

""


     "  "   







         
         
    




200551     •


2007 ""•

2008



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2003Sweroad   •
 ""2004

170150

20079 –  "" •

    WHO    •
2007

SRFwwwsrfoorg    •


•

2004  ""  "" •

     ""      •
20081720072432

wwwyasaorg
 9       ""  •

wwwyasaorgDAILY STAR
wwwlassanetorg •

 wwwwhoint •

2008











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

  
 
  


         



 "" ""


           



    











    



2008




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2008




 
       





 
   –      



 –


 

           
        












       
       
       


        

         
    ""     

       
        


        

        



 –
         



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


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

 ""
 

         
  

           "
           
           
" "
         
      
" 

1
         
       
     



        



2008





1Serge LATOUCHE ,"Les nouveaux maitres du mondeLes nouveaux maitres du monde",Le monde Diplomatique,Manière de Voir,28 Novembre 1995
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

           

 –          


 
 –
            
          
 –  –       
          
 –        
    –     
 – –


2
          
         
         
 
 ""
      



2008





102
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  ""

         
            
          
 



          


          





            
 
 
   
      
        

       
         
     
        

2008




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
           
   " "     

  




   
      



              


          
""
  
  

 
       CNN   
 

 
          


2008




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2008





      CNN    



  


       
    


        
      


      




          
    TF1     
       "  
          
           

3"

1989673
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
             
 
    
         

         
  
       


 
    



          


 

4
          




2008





LArchipelLes Fossoyeurs 1992Paris""4



92

          
         
         


         
            

 
 – 



         

  –    –      
         


 "" "" 

  
        

 ""
   

         

2008


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

 " "       
        



 
       
            
         



 

          

        –    

          
  
          
          
        ""   
       

2008


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5 
        
      ""    
  


        " "  
        
        
   117     

52
       
    NBC   
           
          
 Matra        
Hachette
NBC1
CBS         
 ABC 

 "    NBC    
        
           

6"

2008





5
""Martin Alee6

63
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""
         
 

   
 "" 
        
            
" 
  ""  "
7


          
          


    –    ""  
           

     

       


        " " 
          200

2008





2711200033 "" ""7
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
         



     
"
        " 
          
 –


         
         

          


           
      


19901989
        
        
      ""   
 –
 –
 ""

2008




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        1996   

 

         
        
      
  
          
 ""

       




         
          
       
         
      
        
          
  
       



2008




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 

          
         
           
         
  "" 
"  

   –          CNN
  –   –  


      "    
         
        
       

 "" Ignacio Ramonet 
"      ""    

   
 
       

8"

2008





 ""  8
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
         
 –
        
 
         
          
"
 

         
         

"


        
         
       




     1986     
515 1185 
 150   253    267 
        
    –     – 

2008




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        



         

9
        

      



 
         
       
       " " 
11

 

          
        
           
        
    –       
           –
 10   

2008





19919
3012002 ""10
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          
         
         
       
         
        
          
"          
        
         
          


" 

 

    
         
"


11"
 

    
     "" 

2008





7211



102

          

 


  


         
         


            
 

 –    –   
 
       "
    


 

"


          

 

2008




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 
           
 –
 –
        


       
      12   
          
        
         
   ""      "" 
      ""   
 –
 –
     85%    


         
    " "    
      


      " "
        


 

2008





21199212
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
      
        
         
         
       ""  
         
   " "      
        
         

        
 ""
           
         


    " "
     
  "       
         
 
            
  
       
  –        
         –

2008




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        
 – –
"13
       


 ""
  

        
         
  " "     

"

 


  

"
 

          

14 –

2008





2013
Joseph SNyeJrand William AOwens,"American Information Edge"American Information Edge",Foreign Affairs,Issue 106,Spring 199614
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          

 –

"" 
 –           

 –


     

 –


 
         
     –       
          
        
   "       
          "
         
       
         
           
        

2008


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        
        15 
        2003

 


         –  

        
         
        
  ""  1997 
          
16
        



        

        
         
        

2008





15
"" "" ""11

1997 – –16
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         
        

 
         
         
          
 
         

17
      
         

 
 






          
    
         
        


         
2008




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
         
          

  
        









    
          
       
         
   
       


        
 – –




       
      

2008




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


   
        
           
       
        
         



 

             



         
 –18 
         
        
      " "     

         



2008





18
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 


 



 
 






          
 



2008





          





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2008


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 In order to verify, classify and document 
the diverse characteristics of individual 
and group identity (physical, cultural, 

psychological, and spiritual) evidenced by 
members of the human race, one has to link the 
present with the far back history. The concept of 
identity at present more than ever is increasingly 
one of crucial interest and concern for scholars 
interested in political stability. By way of making 
things simple, the Oxford Universal Dictionary 
emphasizes personality and individuality and 
stresses the quality of inseparable association 
between the two as a central element in the 
definition of identity. However, to indulge in 
the utility of identity for better understanding of 
politics, political psychologists assert that identity, 
most often, is a reaction to inner and outer-self 
forces and an array of insecurities.
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Aspects of identity are attended by social psychologists dealing 
mostly with plural and conflicting societies(1).
However, the overall research on this subject did not highlight 
the linkage between the psychosocial aspect of individual 
identity and that of political affiliation. It is well known that 
the concept of political identity is hard to define and difficult 
to assess and measure. It has been claimed that this concept 
is as indispensable in political and social analysis as it is in its 
enormity unclear. Despite its complexity and relative ambiguity, 
the concept of political identity has a significant explanatory 
value that could not be substituted in the study of inter-group 
relations, social and political conflict, stability, and predicament 
of political systems.
In process, this article assumes that it is important to incorporate 
to the study of political identity the dichotomy between the I and 
the Me in defining the self, and the neo- Freudian distinction of 
self and ego. This dichotomy is employed to contemplate more 
on the monolithic individuals especially in how they passively 
respond to external (outside their self) contingencies.
In identifying themselves as Arabs, most individuals in the 
Arab regions take pride in highlighting their unique self 
and the immediate group they feel they belong or affiliated 
to. Ironically, identity among Arabs is not exclusively 
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1- Brown, States of Injury. Butler, Gender Trouble. Bodies That Matter. Calhoun, Social Theory. Cooper, Power 
in Struggle. Dahl, A Preface to Democratic Theory. Danielson and Engle, A Reader in Law and Culture.
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a self-definition. Reasonably, it is a feedback to external 
imposition. Identity, accordingly, is a reproduce or label utilized 
by one Arab unto another in order to perceive, categorize, treat, 
cooperate or mistreat one-another. While no comprehensive 
study has emerged to bridge this duality between the adherents of 
self-perceived as contrasted with externally-imposed identity, it 
has become clear from recent events in the Arab world, domestic 
and regional, that regardless of the identity’s true substance, an 
individual or a group are witty of sudden and drastic renovation 
of their political identities(2).
One of the central problems of current political analysis in 
the Arab world is the challenge that the individual and group 
identities pose to conceptions of citizenship and attempts at state 
and/or nation building. The role of the newly emerging social, 
ideological and religious groups in politics is at once a question 
about political identity and about instability. Although it is 
fashionable for the Arab nationalists, communists, and Islamists 
to implicate support to their political tendencies through the 
harmony of identity politics, some of their recent writings have 
focused on the lack of homogeneous identity among Arabs. 
This approach is derived from political thinkers who formulated 
understandings of identity that stress its multifaceted, flowing, 
and romantic character in opposition to a notion of identity as 
reducible to separable sociological and cultural categories(3). 
2- Khashan, Arabs at the Crossroads. Najjar, The Debates on Islam. Hudson, Arab Politics. Hopwood, Egypt: 
Politics and Society. Alrawi, Goodbye to the Enlightenment.
3- Dryzek, Political Inclusion. Eisenberg, Reconstructing Political Pluralism. Guinier, The Tyranny of the 
Majority. Hirst, Associative Democracy. Kymlicka, Liberalism, Community, and Culture
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However, the writers who articulate this more complex 
understanding of identity in the Arab world have not translated 
this into clear explicatory implications of the recent political 
transformation.
During most of the second half of the twentieth century, others 
viewed Arabs regardless of their locality, as belonging to one Arab 
nation. They were secondly identified in terms of their religion, 
ethnicity, or their state. The repeated regional conflicts that led 
to population dislocation, devastation and distrust in the Arab 
political systems, made Arabs less certain of their proclaimed 
political identity. Several are no longer clear as to whether they 
constitute more than a mere minority, and/or exploited and 
abused ethnic or religious groups. In this sense, all Arabs now 
are experiencing crisis of political identity.
By crisis of political identity, we mean a potential threat of 
drastic change in the panorama of Arab entities, that is to say, a 
structural disruption of the equilibrium required for all national, 
communal and individual’s well-being. The turbulence created 
by such dilemma could produce severe repercussions for the 
socio-economical environment, for the psychological console 
of both domestic and regional Arab communities, as well as 
for regional unity. The consequences, adversely affect the 
political firmness of practically all of the standing socio-political 
institutions, be they parties, clan, tribe, religious, state or the 
nation.
The Arab world is currently witnessing a unique and dramatic 

NATIONAL DEFENSE - JULY 2008

Arab Identity Crisis: Political Psychology Approach

Prof. Michel NEHME



9

confusion in the meaning and role of personal and political 
identity. Traditional institutions that have played major roles in 
the shaping of their previous identity are on the decline. They 
are frequently being replaced by less tolerant, less benevolent 
and more militant modalities. Major criteria, symbols and 
classes of identity are in a process of change. Both individuals 
and communities are undergoing painful changes with regard 
to the definition and consistency of their identities. The results 
have consisted of increased distress, anxiety and instability within 
most customary social institutions and their memberships.
The escalating tensions rising from this crisis of identity feeds 
the flames of the ongoing fear from authority (familial, religious 
and political). They account also for the widespread violence and 
strife, unproductiveness and chaos, the decline of politeness and 
the emergence of spontaneous alarm throughout. Among the 
important tasks facing the Arab world that we must investigate, 
is the exploration and testing of the mounting fear in as much 
as it explains the rise and decline of the cohesive role of identity. 
From these assessments, we must seek to determine whether the 
changes that are taking place are thwart, detested or adaptable. 
Again whether the diverse group-will and determined social and 
political policies are capable of having a significant impact upon 
additional new developments that are the products of activist 
socio-economic and religious forces.
Traditionally, studies of Arab identity were accompanied by an 
elaborate derivation detailing the major assemblage of human 
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identity. These consisted of families, languages, territories, and 
cultural heritage. These four categories of identity have long 
remained the core of Arab identity studies. Before the Iraqi-
Kuwaiti crisis, Arab nationalism was a subject of strong elitist 
as well as popular interest. With modern Arab mass migrations, 
population dislocations, and concentration in urban areas, 
established studies on the Arabs barely satisfy simple curiosities 
of bridging the new reality to social, economic and psychological 
roots. In the same token, the study of linguistics has similarly 
lacked not only to unravel the historical mysteries of Arab 
peoples and civilizations but also to aid with the still deficient 
aptitude of Arab communications. A new awareness by Arabs of 
geography, and of how peoples live in Western societies manifests 
an aspect of the new reality in the Arab world. Increasing 
overseas travel among Arabs have made the meaning of lands 
more understandable, yet produced also a growing awareness of 
how brutally Arab authorities treat Arab visitors and how harsh 
the divisions of the Arab world through politically or militarily 
imposed boundaries can be.
The studies of the family, language, country and nationality, 
as accepted components of human identity, are significant to 
supply a rich background from which one could seek a broader 
understanding of the composition of identity. However, it is 
with political psychology that we understand Arab dramas of 
alienation, multiple identities, and the identity crisis of being 
non-entity. It is trough political psychology that scholarship 
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could determine whether predicament’s impact on identity is 
likely to be productive mostly of conflict and strife, or whether 
it may contribute, instead, to a resentful societal mosaic. Most 
importantly, projected social and political studies if associated 
with psychology could formulate an insight that could help 
understand the peculiarity of the diverse communities and 
individuals of the Arab world.
From psychological perspective, identity originates from fear. 
Neurobiologists’ findings lead to the assumption that people 
are born with no sense of identity. Claiming an identity is one 
way to avoid many inceptions of fears among which; is the 
fear of being nonentity. It is fear of being nonentity that drives 
people to desire an identity. Neurobiologists have asserted in 
their histological and embryological studies, that human beings 
are born with a very undeveloped brain, and with undeveloped 
neurons lacking the most important mental functions. The 
baby is unable to perform organized movements, to talk, or to 
understand language and other sensory inputs. In the absence of 
sensory inputs, the neurons will not develop and remain in the 
infantile stage(4).
Children first develop by learning how to overcome their fears. 
Fear is intrinsic but not evident nor clear to the child. Children 
negate their fear by association, and normally with their parents. 
They generate confidence by imitating those that are closer 
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4- Casey, Remembering. Dennett, Consciousness Explained. Erxleben, & Cates, Systemic Treatment. Gillett,    
 Multiple Personality. Glover, The Philosophy. Hacking, Two Souls in One Body. Rewriting the Soul.
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to them, thus identifying with their actions, their speech and 
responses to various situations. This means that the pattern of 
growing does not reflect an act of the child’s individual logic, but 
is an imprinting of complex rational-free behavior in the brain 
through habituation. Thus, the human self and human identity, 
in the first few stages of development are both intrinsically a 
product of fear than of genetic makeup.
It is well asserted that the infant brain lacks, not only the essential 
mechanisms for survival, moreover it lacks the capacity to choose 
sensory information that shapes its own development. Then, it 
is logical to assume that the impact on personal growth rests 
on the memory and experience collected from the surrounding 
group in how to overcome fear and generate security(5). In 
most stable societies, success is determined by the ability of the 
group in relaxing the conditions that causes the duress of fear. 
In traditional psychoanalytic theory, fear is as basic as the life 
promoting drives and does not presuppose an environmental 
contextual cause.(6)

On the other hand, it is an artifact of the mysteries of life and 
survival that fear, in normal individual behavior, is presumed 
to be a reaction elicited by the hardship of the environment. 
Dynamically speaking, there is a direct causal linkage between 
being hurt and the outgrowth of fear. Thus, we are being 
accustomed to react with fear when threatened. Threats drive 
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5- Parfit, Personal Identity. Reasons and Persons. Schechtman, Personhood. The Same and the Same.
6- Fenichel, Critique of Death Instinct. Neurotic Acting Out.
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us to develop defense mechanism through identifying with 
groups.
In Arab culture, it is socially expected that an individual distressed 
with fear should become aggressive towards the causes of his 
fear. When this individual does not respond with hostility, it is 
speculated by his group that lack of courage is brought to stand 
against the natural response that is expected from this individual. 
In other words, the individual is a coward and deserves to be 
inferior. Being rejected as a non-aggressive, some individuals 
react with absurd violence. Such formulation is consistent with 
the psychological orientation of drive theory(7), which sees fear 
as a natural phenomenon and not one that must necessarily be 
provoked by threats from without. In the case of provocation, 
surely, threats can be expected as a driving force. Dynamically, 
however, threats merely facilitate natural preexisting tendencies 
of fear, rather than representing the cause of the fear reaction, 
and socially it becomes a criterion for individual refinement and 
stratification.
Cooper(8) outlines the major controversy in fear-response 
theory concerning the coming together of the fear and response. 
Originally presented as an intra-psychic phenomenon oriented 
at impulse (or drive) derivatives, the construct has been 
elaborated by object’s relation theory to include defenses against 
fears derived from object loss, environmental failure, and poor 
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7- Cooper, The Empirical Study. Barron, and Wolitzky, Interface of Psychoanalysis, 327.
8- Ibid.
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self-concept. Brenner(9), moreover, postulates that any process 
may be classified as fear-response if it diminishes anxiety. In 
drive theory, however, fear-responses are oriented primarily 
at avoiding recognition of anxiety and psychic pain. Self-
restraint against the open expression of fear is positively valued 
in most societies, especially in the Middle East, and precludes 
negative personal repercussions. The anticipation of negative 
consequences is often cited popularly as eliciting self-control for 
the sake of self-protection. Such a formulation does not meet 
the definitive criteria of fear-reaction within drive theory. It 
does, however, meet the broader object’s relation criteria where 
defense mechanisms may serve to maintain or preserve a view 
of the self or the object that, without it, would signify overriding 
anxiety(10).
In Orientalism(11), Edward Said refers to the fear of being inferior 
and elaborates on the alternatives of counter-identity, exodus 
or escape from identity, and of national or local particularism. 
In fact, Arab societies have reacted with kinds of departures in 
eloquent and nearly passionate language, to the point of almost 
abandoning the aspect of political counterattack. What is it that 
motivates these trends, at least in part, is the depressing political 
performance of almost all Arab countries, and especially the rise 
of opinionated type of cultural and religious fundamentalism 
in any parts of the Middle East and elsewhere. Said is selective 
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10- Cooper, 330.
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in denouncing this depressing record. Almost everywhere in 
the non-Western world, he writes, the effort to homogenize and 
isolate populations in the name of nationalism (not liberation) 
has led to colossal sacrifices and failures. The rise of nationalism 
and fundamentalism has led to the upsurge of identity politics of 
a narrow and intolerant kind. In the Middle East, as some assert, 
more energy is spent bolstering the idea that to be Syrian, Iraqi, 
Egyptian, or Saudi is a sufficient end, rather than in thinking 
critically, even fearlessly, about the Arab national program itself. 
Hence, Identity, always identity has been over and above a 
process of coming to know about others. In the broader setting, 
the insistence on local identity or counter-identity is only 
the reverse side of the other identity; both are expressions of 
essentialization, to be an entity, and thus two sides of the same 
coin.
From their identity platform, and from within their own 
threatened localities, Islamists and Arab nationalists (mainly the 
progressive), attack the West, or Americanization, or imperialism, 
with little more attention to detail. They provide no critical 
differentiation, discrimination, and distinction to what has been 
bountiful on them by the West. Edward Said finds that this is 
a short sight, that the process of de-colonization and national 
liberation, has widely given way to petty provincialism. Plainly 
speaking, Said is explaining that counter-identity that is based 
on fear-reaction in the Arab world, appeals to pure or authentic 
Islam, or Arabism. And he continue to say that, all had a strong 
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response, without sufficient consciousness that those ethnicities 
and spiritual essences would come back to demanding a very 
high price from their successful adherents.
Yet again, and without negating the identity derived from a grand 
socio-political movement like decolonization, the problem lies 
in a national consciousness emanating from all kinds of fear and 
anxieties, much the same, could be said about the insecurities of 
a rising religious consciousness. The price is the destabilization 
of national security and a rise in separatist identities.
It is a well-known fact, especially to psychologists, that individuals 
respond to stimulus in their environment as they construe it 
and not to intellectually assumed reality as such. There exist no 
absolute reality. They respond to the images in their minds that 
they have drawn to typify reality. It should be noted, however, 
that the social actor is an individual who’s understanding of 
political reality is his/her point of view. Logically, it is in the 
actor’s own mind that lies the decision on what to do and how 
to empathize the nature and sources of his/her action.
People live in social constraints that condition their image of 
themselves and the ways they think and act, without determining 
them in any complete sense. Recent development in the on-going 
revolution of technologies especially in the different domains of 
communications, transportation and education facilitate greater 
individuation of selves leading to more self-psychic fears and 
anxieties. The impact of that is evident in urban Arab areas 
more than in rural ones. The Arab world, though thus far is 
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downgrading the institutionalization of the individual, is at the 
same time making individualism optional.
Individualism has a multiple impact on political identity. One of 
which is the possible encouragement for personality and character 
formation ranging from radicalism, to deliberate subordination, 
and to strong collective orientations. Somewhat paradoxically, 
this context of identity and value pluralism makes all positions 
appear more or less as individual and thus somewhat arbitrary 
choices, even when they are in fact presented as, for example, 
natural, traditional, or beyond human disposition.
Although driven by personal fears, it is safe to assert that what 
human beings are, what they see and judge themselves to be, 
and what they do are in contemplative measures shaped by 
the influences of their living conditions. However the socio-
cultural context is not, of course, the only factor; though it does 
condition and it is a prime conjuncture for the possibility of 
human consciousness, orientations, and behavior. The other 
factor that could be proclaimed and with considerable evidence 
as a result of individualism is that the human psyche is embedded 
in a cognitive structure, commonly known as individual’s 
perspective or mental ability to perceive. If the individual is 
individualistic, then this tendency sets the parameters of identity 
and personality and which is defied with difficulty. Individuals 
are not merely the toil of their surroundings, but if they alienate 
themselves from the mandates of their surroundings, they risk 
being negated as human being.

NATIONAL DEFENSE - JULY 2008

Arab Identity Crisis: Political Psychology Approach

Prof. Michel NEHME



18

In this context, modern Arab characters are different from 
those of 50 years ago. They are changing now under the impact 
of affluence and new technologies. While I stress the role of 
individualism as a factor, the anticipated changes and impacts 
are the result of a confluence of factors, no one of which is fully 
determinative. Ensuing Freud, it can be comparatively argued 
that the essential differences between the traditional (old) and 
the new individualistic psyche stem from the development 
of a powerful superego (conscience)(12). To a group oriented 
individual, power lies outside the self, although the boundaries 
of self and non-self are not clear. One seeks power by following 
rules set by the gods, through the charismatic leader or tightly 
knit community structures. The problem is that, unless the gods 
continually speak, their message dims. Social organization of 
any kind, therefore, requires rigid and continuous community 
controls. Communities adapt to their environment, and they 
rarely attempt to master it beyond that which is necessary for 
survival. The stranger and the different are suspect. Forbidden 
impulses are projected upon them. The superego of a group-
oriented Arab is largely located outside himself, in the form of 
spiritualists or gods whom he tries to please. He has little sense 
of himself as an individualist who can exercise power over his 
environment in a consistent manner so as to serve his needs.
The individualistic Arab has proven to be different. While 
psychoanalysis tends to emphasize the punitive qualities of the 
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superego, it is not without positive aspects(13). By providing 
an inner mechanism of control; the superego permits the 
individualistic Arab to develop a stronger sense of self. The 
group-oriented Arab believes that God helps individuals who 
obey God’s command. Individualistic Arabs attempt to overcome 
obstacles by living up to their inner ideals. The source of power 
is within and not external. Furthermore, the sublimated energy 
derived from the individualistic Arab’s internal control, of both 
erotic and aggressive drives foster the development of the ego. 
This enables him/her to examine and to manipulate nature, 
to adapt to new circumstances, and to bring creative energies 
to bear upon them. It also enables the individualistic Arab to 
recognize fear of the unknown, and fear of other groups, as 
he develops rational ideals for understanding nature. In these 
ways the development of superego and ego strength permit the 
emergence of the flexible Arab individual to become at liberty to 
decide on an identity.
Max Weber demonstrates that the unintended consequences of 
Christianity, and more specifically Calvinist doctrines, included 
the emergence of the modern world in the form of liberal 
capitalism(14), i.e. a capitalist economic system associated with 
individualism and gradual, if imperfect, political identification. 
Weber emphasizes the capitalist side of the equation, but the 
contribution of this cultural complex to political identification, 
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although is well documented(15) yet it does not provide a 
comprehensive assessment fit for all societies.
Perceptibly, none of the assessments drawn is complete in the 
evaluation of Arabs. Some individualization occurs in all societies. 
It is also clear that every great historical civilization has been 
accompanied by a heightening of superego development, usually 
based on the emergence of a new, more universalistic religious 
system. It is possible, moreover, that in some of Arab civilizations 
superego development was comparable to that of the West. In line 
with Weber’s argument, however, cultural developments in the 
Arab world were unusual from the outset. First, the emergence 
of a prophetic religion gave a peculiar intensity to the superego. 
Second, the emphasis in Islam rather than in Arab societies was 
on an individual rather than a communal relationship with God. 
Third, religious-cultural imperatives stressed general, universal, 
and moral rules. Finally, great emphasis was placed upon limiting 
the unresponsiveness in the service of worldly harshness, i.e., 
fulfilling one’s obligations through contribution to his religious 
society. Islamic identity, whatever its limitations, historically has 
encouraged rationality, emotional complexity, growth, and the 
capacity for a unique political identity.
Historically and comparatively, it is undoubtedly true that Islam 
as it absorbed and merged with many civilizations, strongly 
emphasized control of the passions, producing a similar end 
result in the Arab world via a fear-shame culture. Indeed Arabs 
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created great and long lasting pre-modern empire. The Islamic 
Empire was Europe’s superior in wealth and practical technical 
achievement until the 17th century. However, the Ottoman 
Islamic view of nature did not encourage a breakthrough to a 
modern scientific world-view. They exercised the element of 
fear to contain the Arabs. This practice surrounded Arabs with 
a network of kin and other social obligations inhibiting the 
growth of that individualism which played so important a role 
in the break with tradition in Europe. It also encouraged, or at 
least did not discourage, magical solutions to problems among 
the general populace.
Again, in demonstrating a reallocation in the general approach 
of Weber, individualism as a concept has become sufficiently 
pervasive today that using it carries a certain risk of being 
misunderstood. The most everyday meaning refers, but not in a 
precise way, to recent developments in urban finance, individual 
accounts in banks, individual trade, and the actions of business 
corporations in reshaping society along an individual division 
of labor. Other senses focus on the spread and influence of civil 
and criminal law that essentially deals with the individual as 
its basic party. In dealing with political identity in the so-called 
modernizing Arab states, my use of the term individualism seeks 
to include these meanings while not restricting itself to them.
Systemically, Arab individualism is developing by the creation 
and spread of several differentiated but interdependent societal 
structures, the main organizing principles of these structures 
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center on function, technique, or instrumentality. Important 
examples of these structures are a capitalist individualistic 
economic structure, individualistically state-centered political 
structure, an individualistic scientific-technological structure, a 
structure for mass information media directed to individuals, a 
medicinal health structure, a school centered education structure 
that deals with the individual as its basic component, and, I 
would even argue, an individually-centered religious structure. 
Each of these individualisms has its typical cultural dimension 
on political identity.
The development of service structures in the Arab world, are not 
easy to summarized. The question of how Arabs have responded 
to and fitted the spread of the initially Western technical 
structures, could be answered, is that there has been a great 
deal of variation, much of it centered on precisely the identity 
and character issues under discussion here. Essentially, as the 
Western powers spread their influence during the early modern 
and modern centuries, their greatest success was in extending 
the reach of the service structures, in particular the capitalist 
economic, the scientific-technological, the academic-educational, 
and the political in the form of the territorially bordered and 
sovereign states. The development is most striking in the case of 
the political system where various nationalist movements have 
eventuated in the formation of an array of nationally identified 
states, comparable to those forming and already formed in the 
West. As a transporter of these developing individualistic service 
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structures, the West is still in the process of perpetuating the 
spread all around the Arab world, not in any sense evenly, but 
certainly for the most part effectively(16).The capitalist economic 
system that essentially promotes individualism is now and has 
for some time been an accepted tendency in the Arab world 
even in the proclaimed socialist Arab states. It is these service 
structures associated with the capitalist system, I would argue, 
that actually promoted change in the political identity tracks 
in the Arab world. In a capitalist system anything could, in 
principle, become an individual economic commodity even 
people could become commodities. The personal or group 
identities of the producers and consumers become secondary 
in the sense that what is important is the economic capacity to 
offer for sale or to buy, not as such one’s family, one’s level of 
education, one’s religious behavior, and so forth. In this sense it 
has become in principle accepted, not necessarily practiced, that 
political qualification generally does not depend on ascribed or 
achieved statuses. Though wealthy individuals have advantage, 
nonetheless, educational attainment is in principle, and very 
often in fact, open to all willing individuals. Laws are developed 
on the assumption that all individuals are equal, and scientific 
or artistic achievement depend on the quality of the individual 
producing the science and art, not on the social background 
and group affiliation of the artist or scientist. This means that 
the prospects of sublimation of intrinsic fears are assuming new 
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individualistic dimensions.
It is worth asserting, for the sake of prospects in political identity 
deviation, that some individuals are more capitalist oriented in 
the Arab world than others, thus, have more of the characteristics 
of individualism. Rich Arabs can send their children to urban 
and highly qualified schools, and in many cases these children 
develop economic independence from their parents. Educated 
Arabs can manage for better access to the legal system and have 
greater influence over what gets produced in the media. We can 
make similar observations about specific Arab sub-groups within 
regions where most people lack good access to the systems; and 
about regions where the majority is relatively well off. There 
are privileged Arab individuals; and there are privileged Arab 
groups in underprivileged regions as well as privileged ones. Yet 
these advantages accrue because these people and groups have 
given leverage to participate significantly in their systems, not 
because they are better people(17).
In looking at the power centers in the Arab world we realize 
a strong strive for individual independence, and the service 
structures are concerned only with those aspects of a person 
which are functionally relevant: ability to pay, academic learning 
capacity, state of health, willingness to be an audience, and so 
forth. Service structures, therefore, undermines the strong 
tendency in a fair number of personally and socially relevant 
matters, including the formation of personal and group 
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identities, and thus much about the reaction of personal and 
group fear. Moreover, and what amounts to the same, the total 
effect on identity and character of all the service structures does 
not exhaust such determinations, although it obviously, in most 
cases, will play a significant role. Arabs in urban areas have become 
predominantly occupied with a lower-scale identify reflecting 
themselves as professional identities such as manager, professor, 
doctor, politician, artist, and many others. In all these cases, the 
service structures elude Arabs from their time-honored political 
identity to spend more energy on their professional identity.
Individualism is not completely a new innovation in the Arab 
world; it has had its origin in Islamic religion. Just like in 
Christianity, Islam preached that the individual believer was 
fundamentally on his/her own in a direct relation to God. The 
ultimate judgment of God is going to be on the individual and not 
his/her group. Again here, if we are to focus on the development 
of individualism in children, at least in principle, what is so called 
modern schools in their mere system of education develop the 
individualistic aspects in the personality of the student all the 
way to the university level. Students get their individual grades 
and are held solely responsible for their conducts, that is, the 
social location of that child is irrelevant. All these developments, 
although from one perspective constituting not only the rise of 
the individual but of individualism, were also manifestations of 
the exceedingly complex process of the increasing dominance of 
the newly introduced service structures in the Arab world.
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The shaping up of Western individuation in the Arab world as 
a consequence of the rise to dominance of service structures in 
urban areas did not just bring individualist and rationalist attitudes 
in its wake; it has marginalized the old structures. Counter-
structural tendencies were always also part of the picture, not 
simply as deviance and thus with moral condemnation, but 
as positively valued and integral aspects of the overall Arab 
development. Thus, alongside or perhaps in vibration with 
the emphasis of many Arab thinkers on individualism, we see 
the search for the more rooted and communal but still from 
an individualistic perspective. In an attempt to rationalize their 
standards, individuals who claim Arab identity or any other 
regional identities in the Arab world referred to tradition, but 
in a highly selective way, taking only those stories, traits, heroes, 
territories, and other elements suitable for their ideals; leaving 
other possibilities out and adding new innovative characteristics 
where necessary. These were imaginary traditions, not in the 
sense of pure fabrications, but in the sense of discoveries that 
responded to the requirements of the day(18).
Arab identity and concomitantly Arab nationalism, however, 
would not have had a great impact if they had not echoed the 
development of the modern system of sovereign state that is 
based on the equality among all individuals. In terms of identity 
and character, the Arab culture has certainly been important 
source of both. The promoters of Arab identity and Arab 
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nationalism typically include in their self-descriptions ideal 
national individual identities, above all, the patriot. Nonetheless, 
the other systemic sources of identity and character remain, as 
does the incompleteness of such determinations.
We might therefore talk of at least three competing sources of 
personal identity and character in the present Arab societies. 
There is the imagined community, most notably the nation, but 
not just the nation, because different ethnic identities without 
nationalist aspirations also fall under this heading. There are the 
technical structures, including the political, the economic, the 
mass media, sports, education, and the religious. And there are 
the fears and idiosyncrasy of self itself. Identity questions in the 
Arab world have played a significant role in the overall spread 
of the modern Arab state systems, and thus contributed to the 
formation of individualistic societies at least in the urban areas. 
I focus again on the idea of nation. Without doubt, the greatest 
impetus for the formation of Arab nationalist identity over 
the last century has been the spread of the service structures 
themselves. When we examine such movements within the 
Arab world; the prime motive force has been anti-colonial. That 
is, the different urban individuals, not necessarily by origin, 
most often led by newly arisen elites in local major cities, have 
sought to take local control of the levers of modern power as 
derived from economic, political, educational, artistic, media, 
and so forth from its imperial carriers. Or alternatively, they 
have sought to increase local power and influence to match 
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that of the local colonizer. In doing so Arab nationalism was 
undermined to give rise to regional and state nationalism(19).
Regional and state identities were promoted in the name of the 
Arab nation at large, and for the supposed benefit of the people 
deemed indigenous to the region. In other words, the collectivity 
of the nation or its equivalent served as the justification for the 
efforts to appropriate the techniques of service structure power. 
Identity, far from being a game of idle introspection, was and is 
today still a strategy for control and for power competition.
Then again, from the perspective of group-oriented individuals, 
the Arab world is not simply a capitalist economic system from 
which we would conclude that it favors the individualistic and 
rationalistic entrepreneur as the paragon of virtue and character. 
Nonetheless, the Arab world is by no way fundamentally Western 
in a broad cultural sense unless one insists that anyone who 
masters the levers of service structures is thereby already Western. 
Individualism and what we deem to be Western cultural styles 
are indeed possible in the Arab world. But the rugged individual 
who depends on his/her own resources is not the only such 
possibility. What are sometimes called Arab values, referring 
somewhat imprecisely to a more group centered orientation 
with a greater tinge of community is also possible and just as 
modern. Individualism does not necessarily mean isolationism;
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 rather it means a plurality of different and justifiable conduct of 
liability both in identity and integrity.
Arab societies depend on a balance between communitarian 
and individualistic orientations(20). Current trends of analysis 
assert that Arab values, seems to have at its root the assumption 
that Arabs are more collective whereas Westerners are more 
individualistic. Although the comparison is undoubtedly to 
some extent acknowledgeable, it does point indirectly to the 
possibility of conceiving difference in terms of individual’s and 
group’s memory of perceptive identity and its corresponding 
influences on the political reality of Arabs. The assumption here 
is that, one basic dimension of identity is derived from anxiety. 
Some fears are derived from individual’s memory that plays a 
primary role in psychological continuity accounts of personal 
identity.
However, in claiming that memory is constitutive of personal 
identity, one faces the objection that since the concept of memory 
presupposes personal identity, it ought not be used in the analysis 
of that concept. Parfit(21) responded to this obstacle by devising a 
new criterion of personal identity. He considered that memory 
connections are replaced with quasi-memory connections. 
The phenomenon of quasi-memory is best explained by the 
following: When an older member of a group speaks in a family-
like gathering about a stressful experience and tells a story of
20. Zamir, The Formation of Modern Lebanon. Batatu, The Egyptian, Syrian, and Iraqi Revolutions. Anderson, 
Imagined Communities.
21. Parfit, Personal Identity. Reasons and Persons.
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significance in his life, the younger listeners register the events 
of the talk in their minds and it becomes part of their memories. 
Subsequently, the minds of these young listeners alter the actors 
in the story by substituting the older member by their self. Later 
on in their lives what they seem to remember, it turns out, are 
not their own experiences, but experiences that were part of the 
life of some other person. Involuntarily, they have been subject 
of an exposition in which memory traces from an older member 
of their group have been copied into their brains.
When it comes to the psychology of memory continuity 
accounts, in claiming that an Arab individual remembers a past 
episode, does not mean that this person experienced this episode; 
though someone must have experienced it. Thus, the question 
of personal identity is related to the question of what makes 
part of a person’s memory the same as others’ part memories. 
Imprinted memories at an early age are mechanical in the sense 
that the brain acquires them unreservedly and they do not need 
to be fed through indoctrination or conscious personal effort. 
For example, we imitate our parents’ practices to the best of our 
ability without even knowing that different other practices exist. 
In doing this we are adopting a mixture of other individuals, our 
parents experiences and memories to be become our own(22).
Pursuing other practices and adopting a new system of action in 
life at a later age, though it is plausible, nonetheless, requires a 
great deal of will and strain.
22. Schechtman, The Truth About Memory. Shoemaker, Persons and their Pasts.
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The rational processes of abstraction usually begin to develop after 
age seven. Normally, this process is characterized by appreciation 
and conformity to the existing patterns of one’s culture. At this 
stage of mind-development one begins to demarcate one’s own 
self-identity and one’s culture. The assertion here is that, it 
is the time framework of specific social environment and not 
personal preference that determines the ideological framework 
of the individual mind. We are not born free: we must learn 
freedom, replacing automatisms and instinctive responses with 
intelligent choice based on learning rational behavior. Cultural 
conditioning, ideological indoctrination, and education in 
general are transformed into differential characteristics. To put it 
in pure scientific terms, these differential characteristics modify 
the anatomy, physiology, and biochemistry of neurons; thus, the 
experience of each individual leaves material traces stored in 
intracerebral memory(23).
Psychologists assert with no doubt that memory criterion is 
adjoined to personal identity. People project their personal 
identities through the reflections generated from experiences of 
doing things, witnessing certain events, and so on. People do 
seem to remember doing things that they did not do. 
As a friend once expressed to me that he seems to remember being 
involved in an armed clash against a militia trying to liquidate 
his family, even though he did no such thing, and someone else, 

23. Hughes, Personal Identity. Kluft, The Postunification Treatment. Korsgaard, Personal Identity. Locke, An 
Essay Concerning Human Understanding.
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his uncle did, he seems to be deluded to remember doing 
something that was done by someone else.
In this regard, attention should be given to examining the 
possible relationship between personal identification, i.e., the 
extent to which he/she retains the memory generated within 
his/her ethnic or social group with all its manifestation of 
attitudes, values, beliefs, and behaviors as his or her own, and 
the level of psychological distress, fear and anxiety experienced 
as a consequence of that. The possible impact of psychological 
distress on personal identity, here I must state, have had little 
attention in the available literature.
However, there exists parallel literature to this dimension of 
identity, the Social Identity Theory and the Self-Categorization 
Theory(24). Literature that sprang out from these theories, have 
emphasized that personal identity is only possible when it stems 
out of social identity. The relevance is suitable for studying Arab 
individuals. It is observable that Arabs realize their personal 
identities in identifying with particular social group. It is through 
interaction of the Arab individual with others in a group that 
this individual comes to realize his personal identity. 
The significance of this is apparent in generating stress and
anxiety when an Arab changes the group through which he/
she has developed his/her personal identity. The individual’s 
inputs in the new group and reflections on him/her become 
confusing. 
24. Hattie, Self-Concept. Hofstede, Culture’s Consequences. Kuhn, & McPartland, An Empirical Investigation 
of Self-Attitudes. Markus, & Kitayama, Culture and the Self.
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This urges the individual to reshape his personal identity 
and produce a different one. It is common among Arabs that 
changing personal identity will show the way to a change in 
political identity.
Changing political identity for Arabs is a very stressful and 
painful experience. In most cases, individuals would lose proper 
levels of self-esteem and respect among both their old and new 
group. The impact of this is negative on their inter and intra-
group cognitions, attitudes, and behavior(25). Social scientists 
articulate the phenomenon of changing one’s personal identity 
as acculturation processes. The central idea here is that when 
Arabs realize that their political identity is not appropriate to a 
changing reality, they painfully face the following alternatives: (a) 
stubbornly maintain or (b) disqualifying their current political 
identity, and (c) adopt or (d) reject the new reality. The nature 
of the individual’s psychical mentality plays a major role in the 
pursuing of strategy to adopt. The specific Arab factors of fear 
and anxiety are strong influences in all cases. The degree of fear 
is always a variable. It is this variable that concludes the level 
of conformity and admiration derived from belonging to one’s 
exclusive group through a make-belief in proclaimed group
protection accomplishments. This may carry over to feelings of 
efficacy, contentment, and good standing to face new dangers 
and threats in society and environment. 
25. McClure, On the Subject of Rights. McGowan, Postmodernism and Its Critics. Minow, Justice Engendered. 
Phillips, Democracy and Difference. The Politics of Presence. Skocpol, Bringing the State Back In. Evans, 
Rueschemeyer, and Skocpol. Young, Justice and the Politics of Difference.
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On the other hand if the degree of fear is high, then, that 
ultimately becomes compelling on the individual to adopt a 
new political socialization strategy. Options are integration, 
assimilation, separation, segregation, or marginalization.
In mapping social and political groups in the Arab world, on 
realizes that within the same Arab society groups have managed 
to establish socio-cultural and ideological islands for themselves 
refusing to carry-on with the rapid changes and development 
around them. They maintained their old social and political 
identity. Yet, for practical purposes they cannot detach themselves 
completely from their wider environment. In this respect the 
importance of social and political identity is that it provides 
isolated people with strength and inner resources that enable 
them to cope with the stresses and demands of a new political 
atmosphere around them and hence minimizes psychological 
distress.
However, although social and political identity has been shown 
to be positively associated with self-esteem, recent research 
suggests that self-esteem might provide a crucially important 
linkage between social-political identity and psychological 
distress. In short, researchers have demonstrated a causal effect of 
a change in the political environment with special concomitants 
on the self-perception of individuals who are secondary to these 
changes(26).
26. Sampson, The Debate on Individualism. Shweder, & Bourne, Does the Concept of the Person Vary Cross-
Culturally? Shweder & LeVine, Culture Theory, 158. Triandis, Bontempo, & Villareal, Individualism and 
Collectivism. Berry, Kim, Minde, & Mok, Comparative Studies of Acculturative Stress. Berry, Kim, Power, 
Young, & Bujaki, Acculturation Attitudes in Plural Societies.
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In the same token, conceptual analyses of responses to self-
esteem items suggest that at least two semiautonomous processes 
operate in judgments about the self; that is, despite some overlap, 
the individual facing new political reality pushes himself through 
a process of self-evaluation of worth and efficacy at the same 
time his other side of mental process reflect self-derogation and 
negative feelings about oneself.
Such prevailing situation in the Arab world is producing 
multiple personality disorder (multiples) and a dilemma of moral 
personhood. This is better known as problems of personality and 
identity coherence. Indirectly it reflects political socialization 
incoherence. Stability in society is linked to the coherence 
condition in the political identity of its individuals(27) .The reason 
is that citizen is a term not restricted to the metaphysical; it is 
a moral or normative and political term, as well, in the modern 
state systems. Persons are not only self-conscious intelligent 
beings; they are supposed to be moral and political agents whose 
actions influence society and polity, which in turn accords with 
certain rights. So, what I am interested in is what the lack of 
psychological coherence, lack of political coherence and lack of 
identity coherence could tell us about stability in the different 
states of the Arab world.
Multiple Personality Disorder among Arabs is very much 
associated with the phenomenon of quasi-memory. It is 
common among Arab individuals in societies in the Arab world 
27. Swanton, Freedom. Thagard, Explanatory Coherence. Conceptual Revolutions. Mind: Introduction to 
Cognitive Science. Thagard, Eliasmith, Rusnock, & Shelly, Knowledge and Coherence. Euo, Common Sense.
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witnessing rapid environmental and political change. Socially 
it is understood as a dissociative disorder in which a person 
appears to possess, as the name suggests, more than one distinct 
personality, and sometimes very many(28). Typically there will be 
a core personality and a number of co-personalities called alter 
personalities, or just alters.
It is important to indicate, and before I proceed further with 
this analysis that multiple personality disorder is a condition 
that varies drastically from being extremely mild condition to 
extremely sever condition. It is only those who suffer from 
extreme condition of multiple personality disorder are labeled 
as sick. In the latter case when a switch occurs, a personality 
other than the one previously in control will manifest itself. It 
is mild personality disorder that I am bringing into play where 
the core personality is always aware of the alter personalities in 
the individual. The personalities of a multiple may differ from 
one another in their behavioral characteristics and even in their 
social and political responses.
In the same token, it is asserted that most individuals do suffer 
from multiple identity incoherence. Socially and politically it 
is understood as a dissolute derangement in which a person
appears to possess, as the name suggests, more than one 
particular identity, and sometimes very many. Commonly 
there will be a center identity and a number of other identities 

28. Erxleben, & Cates, Systemic Treatment. Gillett, Multiple Personality and Irrationality. Glover, The Philosophy 
and Psychology of Personal Identity. Hacking, Two Souls in One Body. Rewriting the Soul. Hughes, Personal 
Identity. Kluft, The Postunification Treatment.
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called convenient convert identities. It is consequential in the 
context of this analysis to restate that multiple identity disorder 
is similar to multiple personality disorder and very much 
associated together. When a switch occurs, an identity other 
than the central one will manifest itself socially and politically. 
The central identity conceals in a dormant stage but will stay 
very much alive.
As already expressed, in mild multiple identity disorder (the use 
of the term disorder is questionable), the different identities of 
a multiple are aware of one another existence. Yet they cannot 
exclude one another because the individual’s center identity 
needs the other identities to protect it in difficult situations, or to 
meet certain needs. In a society of multi-cultural groups bound 
to exist together and in societies witnessing rapid socio-political 
changes, the tendency is high for most individuals to develop 
multiple identity disorder(29).
Multiple identities have become a common place among Arab 
individuals and are obviously an important phenomenon to 
explore. What is relevant for this study is how the notion of 
coherence informs a moral, or normative concept of the person. 
An orderly way of exploring this phenomenon is to consider 
what happens during unification therapy for multiples, and 
compares that to the role of governments and the media in trying 
to unify personality and identity disorder in individuals or in 
citizens.
29. Ibid. Hacking.
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In rationalizing for what caused the identity fragmentation one 
has to look at the total and the particular of the environment 
within which the individual lives. How does an individual deal 
with bizarre and extreme political and social oppression? And 
how does an individual carry on social relations outside his own 
immediate group, attune to the norms and social life of others? 
Fragmentation of identity may be an unconscious survival 
mechanism in response to fear. A system of multiple identities 
may develop to deal with an environment changing from one 
of extreme hostility and terror, to one that is apparently normal, 
familiar and unthreatening. Equilibrium in the manifestations 
of different identities is essential for psychological sanity. Such 
equilibrium does involve the trauma of internal revelation 
through side by side, but the equilibrium sought aims at some 
form of coherence between the individual and his/her alter 
personalities. It is in this way that Schechtman’s(30) coherence 
condition may be viewed. The latter explicate that it is a necessary 
part of psychological continuity, which accounts for personal 
and political identity.
On the state level the government through its institutions and 
media propaganda ought to convince all citizens-individuals 
that they have no reason to fear one another because the state 
protects all, by and that eliminating motivation for one to hide 
behind different personality for protection. If the state 
accomplishes that, rarely the case in Arab countries, a comfort 
30. Schechtman, Personhood and Personal Identity. The Same and the Same. The Truth About Memory.
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march towards unification of personalities and political-social 
identities become easier. In retrospect, the institutions of the state 
in the Arab world are by themselves a source of threat, fear and 
oppression on the Arabs. In theory and reality it is very difficult 
to see governments in the Arab world capable of reconciling 
fears because of the political and ideological structures that they 
sustain to protect continuity of the political status –quo.
It should be noted here because of its significance for the present 
research that positive self-esteem partly reflects self-worth, and 
this is directly related to political identity i.e., pride in cultural 
group membership or state membership. What is notable here is 
that negative self-esteem, being partly driven by self-derogation 
and negative feelings about the self, might be directly related 
to psychological distress and violence. That is, feeling positive 
in a group membership identity and negative in self-esteem 
in a political system and social environment leads to violence. 
Group or collective individuals rebellion and violence is usually 
the result of the group’s sense of self-mastery or self-efficacy 
in relation to its sense of trust in other groups and the general 
community.
Complementing  individuals, in the form of coping their 
resources with trust in the others in a social setting is an 
extension to calming fears. This starts in the inner circle 
of individuals’ social settings. The more that individuals 
identify with their distinguished group, the more they 
would believe that they have recourse to external sources 
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of coping(31). These external coping resources might include, 
for example, the belief that others are bound to respect him/her 
because of the power that he/she derives from belonging to a 
solid group. Reliance of the individual on his own group allows 
him/her to solicit advice or counsel, i.e., appraisal support. In 
being able to fit in his/ her own group the individual generates 
confidence that he/she will be successful in fitting in society. If 
all of these feelings go well, the result on the individual has an 
effect of increased personal and external coping resources and 
thus a decrease in the likelihood of psychological distress and 
potential violence(32). Identification of individuals with their 
own cultural group is significantly related to individual’s sense 
of positive self-esteem. This means that the primary motive for 
identifying with a particular social group is the enhancement 
of self-esteem. Indeed, unless the individual’s social self-esteem 
is enhanced, then he/she will not continue to identify with a 
particular social group.
In the process of development in Arab societies and knowing that 
societies do not develop unless they change, concomitants have 
come about in the form of industrialization and urbanization. 
This led to the relocations of Arabs outside their immediate 
group to another assemblage of different nature. Relocating 
to a new social setting is a necessity for most Arabs to obtain 
a  better quality of life or better job opportunities. 
31. Greenfield, Independence and Interdependence. Greenfield & Cocking, Cross-Cultural Roots, 1 Guisinger, & 
Blatt, Individuality and Relatedness. Hallowell, Culture and Experience. Heider, The Psychology of Interpersonal 
Relationships. Heine, & Lehman, Cultural Variation.
32. Ibid.
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It is a major and potentially stressful change(33); they leave their 
favorite group to become part of a new ambiguous social setting. 
On these grounds, it is plausible that although they might be 
understandably proud of their cultural heritage, it would also 
be important for them to be accepted as members in the new 
location. As part of this process, they would also begin to 
try to adopt within the new cultural setting and in their new 
environment.
Middle eastern states have been for the last fifty years going 
through an alarming change in their social structure and 
witnessing a drastic demographical changes. The size of cities 
and urban areas has grown to absorb between 60% and 70% of 
the total population of the different Arab countries. Although 
the relationships between the different groups that came to the 
urban areas remain to be fully assessed, social psychologists has 
reported that regardless of the level of contact between the new 
comers to urban areas, some evidenced a more positive mood, 
less anxiety, and less irritation, hostility, and aggression toward 
each others, yet, there are significant instances where the case 
was completely the opposite(34). An example on that are the 
thousands of Egyptians who were killed by Iraqis when they 
settled as new comers to Iraq.
The implication here is that the dislocated Arab individuals and 
sometimes groups, who share considerable cultural similarity 

33. Triandis, Bontempo, & Villareal, Individualism and Collectivism. Berry, Kim, Minde, & Mok, Comparative 
Studies of Acculturative Stress. Berry, Kim, Power, Young, & Bujaki, Acculturation Attitudes in Plural Societies.
34. Ibid.
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with the dominant cultural group in the new urban place of 
abode, might be anticipated to be accepted more than groups 
whose cultures differ markedly from the dominant group. 
Furthermore, it might be expected that such groups would 
have a higher relationship between socio-political identification 
and self-esteem than would be those with distant cultural 
orientation.
In sum, the preceding implications indicate that the dislocated 
socio-political identification exerted a major impact on migrant 
psychological distress. The effect was mediated by the migrant’s 
level of self-esteem. If we correlate between psychological distress 
and violence, then we can understand why the urban people in 
the Middle East have the readiness to rebel and undermine their 
regimes.
Dislocation stress partially stems from memory and quasi-
memory. The parent children relationship with regard to this 
is very much linked to the apparent memories that one might 
have in quasi-remembering the experience of others in similar 
circumstances. In this sense, Quasi-memories can take their 
place in a criterion of sustaining or defusing socio-political and 
personal identity. The condition, roughly speaking, is that the 
content of the psychological states crucial to all forms of identity 
must include some element of self-reference. Schechtman(35)

thinks that if someone fails to recognize in her memories (or 
q-memories) experiences that he/she seems to have had, those 

35. Schechtman, Personhood and Personal Identity. The Same and the Same. The Truth About Memory.
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states ought to be thought irrelevant to personal identity. Should 
psychological coherence be regarded as essential to exploration 
of a person’s identity, or merely something central and important 
to it? As a way of inquiring about such questions it is essential 
to explore more the sights on multiple personality disorder. The 
point I have in mind here is allegiance to leaders (father image) 
in the old socio-political setting and allegiance to the leaders of 
the new socio-political reality.
From the perspective of identity, the question is how an Arab 
individual living among diverse minority groups in a state 
oriented political environment can identity with leadership at 
a time when traditional Arab societies accomplish that through
non-rational means like tribal rituals and stories. On the one 
hand Arab nationalists have been critical of the masks and 
agendas of religious and tribal societies, and the nature by which 
Arabs rally around the traditional leader yet on the other hand 
they have failed to provide an adequate process for leadership 
away from the tradition into modern statehood.
The essential premise of selecting, accepting, and maintaining 
a leader among Arabs is related to identity. The latter has to be 
accomplished with pride and culturally speaking, one cannot 
enjoy pride without having a known legitimate father. In the 
Arab culture, illegitimate children (unknown father) face 
traumatic chain of painful experience and events. This explains 
the association of father-leader veracity of defense mechanism 
that the individual construct so that intra-psychic maneuvers are 
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devised by the ego to avoid the negative psychological effects of 
the anxiety of having no father. From an analytic perspective, 
identity is a virtual redress to an event that elicited the anxiety 
response. Regret or remorse do not modify or ameliorate the 
anxiety/memory constellation that resulted from psychological 
injury. In this, respect identity for Arabs is not a matter of option, 
it is a matter of being or existing, whether we look at it from a 
religious or cultural dictates.
Phenomenologically, identity is related to events that took place 
in the past, or are taking place in the present. By the nature of 
things, events become inaccessible in the sense that they cannot 
be modified as soon as they become known; all that is left is the 
memory of the event and its repercussions whether fantasized 
or actual. The only tool available to the Arab individual ego in 
coping with past events and its emotional casualties is through 
the defensive function, since the only residue of the event is the 
experienced pain that is alive and current.
The precipitating factor of the defensive maneuver is usually a 
disturbing emotion but it does not imply a substitute especially 
for Arabs in terms of perceiving themselves not under the 
shield of a father or a leader. Typically, the dynamic agent is fear, 
shame, or some other related threat to the ego. It can therefore 
be expected that defensive mechanisms be concentrated in the 
affective domain as well. As a rule, defenses that are associated 
with normal functioning do involve the modification, distortion, 
or predication of emotions.



45

NATIONAL DEFENSE - JULY 2008

Arab Identity Crisis: Political Psychology Approach

Prof. Michel NEHME

Defense is important in its role and function because it minimizes 
the effects of a threatening experience by shifting information 
from the conscious to the unconscious and visa versa. Oppressive 
actions by a father or a leader lead the individual not only to 
mobilize his/her defense but also to relegate oppression to the 
unconscious, but the very mechanism involves a process that is 
unconscious as well. Repression as a form of defense is dynamic 
in as much as it corresponds uniquely to the development of the 
individual’s goals, objectives and process of implementations. 
Colloquially referred to as “forgetting,” repression typically 
focuses on affect or memories that have the potential to disturb 
the individual. The unconscious is a storage-like memory that 
individuals could recall things from it when similar occasions 
flare out.
Stability in such disturbing political conditions in the Arab 
world and the continuation of rule of the oppressive ruling 
elite are related to two well-known mechanisms that are in 
turn associated with psychological repression, denial, and 
suppression. Literature of psychology generally depicts denial 
as an unconscious mechanism whereas suppression is described 
as being conscious or semiconscious(36). Differentiating among 
these constructs is crucial to the conceptualization of defense 
and thus explaining the identification with leaders in the Arab 
world.

36. Breznitz, The Denial of Stress. Connor, Measurement of Denial. Cooper, The Empirical Study of Defensive 
Process. Barron, Eagle, and Wolitzky, Interface of Psychoanalysis, 327. Cousins, Denial.
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Freud(37)originally formulated denial, as a concept, in describing 
the scenario where the little boy sees a little girl in the nude 
but denies her lack of a penis. Psychologists often use denial 
as a synonym for repression. Subsequent theorists, however, 
circumscribed the term to refer only to the distortion of actual 
(perceptual) reality, in contrast to memory distortion. As such, 
denial is a primitive response  often  associated with early 
childhood. While denial may be seen as adaptive, suppression 
is a mechanism that blocks memories and perceptual reality. 
However, it differs from repression significantly in that 
threatening material is not repressed; it is simply denied attention. 
In this sense leaders are not confronted, especially if they could 
not be replaced, 
they are simply denied inwardly attention. Cognitive psychology 
refers to this as preconscious vs. conscious. While the 
preconscious refers to the domain that can become conscious 
merely by having attention directed onto it. Suppression can 
be conceptualized as interfering with the attention that would 
bring threatening preconscious material into the conscious.
In that formulation, an Arab frustrated by an aggressive leader 
whom he/she identify with, expresses his/her hostility in an 
aggressive drive naturally and without defensive distortion 
elsewhere such as in displacement or blaming the self, or finding 
an other to blame, preferably a perceived enemy.
Displacement is a basic defense mechanism where the ego
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substitutes a new object instead of a threatening object(38). 
The hallmark of displacement is the non-distortion of the original 
impulse with the defensive strategy oriented solely at object 
substitution. In altering the direction of hostility, the defense 
is derived from a movement away from the original object 
rather than a movement toward the substituted object. Indeed, 
the substitution is apt to engender secondary problems, as the 
role of the aggressive object is reproductive. In a threatening 
situation, acting out can serve as a defense by shifting conscious 
focus from affect to activity. Acting out is often featured in the 
literature as a form of resistance to analytic treatment. In a less 
analytic and more pragmatic approach, some social theorists 
differentiate between situations where the target of hostility is 
the objective cause of the problem and those where it is not. 
From one point of view, the overt expression of aggression 
toward another might be considered to indicate the absence 
of defense. However, Hilgard(39) pointed out that the direct 
expression of hostility is defensive when the object of hostility is 
considerably removed from the object of original conflict(40). In 
similar line of investigation, acting out has been operationalized 
as turning against the object(41), which operates by transforming 
the experience of being threatened into an experience of making 
the threat(42). 

38. Freud, S., Group Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego. The Ego and the Id. The Future of an Illusion.
39. Hilgard, Human Motives.
40. Cramer, The Defense Mechanisms Inventory.
41. Ihilevich, and Gleser, Defenses in Psychotherapy..
42. Ibid, 18.
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Is turning against the object limited to aggression?
Anna Freud(43) conceptualized the defense mechanism 
of identification with the aggressor to elucidate the phenomenon 
where one joins with his/her persecutors in attacking him/
herself. An example is the typical resolution of the Oedipal 
conflict, where the boy identifies with his father in an attempt to 
counter his own instinctual expression. While introjection is the 
mechanism of the identification process, this style utilizes intra-
punitiveness as dynamic. Moreover, the process of attacking 
oneself also brings relief from threat utilizing dynamics that are 
congruent with those of acting out, since the activity of self-
attack precludes the emotional experience of persecution. Some 
theoreticians have therefore classified identification with the 
aggressor as a subset of acting out(44).
Tracing    the defensive evolution of identification with the 
aggressor in the Arab world elucidates further its differential 
classification. Given that experiencing aggression from an 
oppressive source that cannot be dealt with functionally 
precipitates the response, the question nevertheless remains: 
What is the affect that is being defended against here? Assuming 
that it is the anxiety resulting from the aggression, which is the 
primary object of defense, then identification with the aggressor 
can be conceptualized as combining the dynamics of fear, anxiety 
and protection.
Researchers that deal with responses of persecuted ethnic

NATIONAL DEFENSE - JULY 2008

Arab Identity Crisis: Political Psychology Approach

Prof. Michel NEHME

44. Ihilevich, and Gleser, Defenses in Psychotherapy.

43. Freud, S., The Ego and the Mechanisms of Defense.
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minorities, however, stress that the most threatening feeling in
such circumstances, which precipitates defense is the hostility 
toward the oppressor, rather than the aggression coming 
from him/her(45). This was most clearly evident in the civil war 
in Lebanon when most of the minority groups under sever stress 
manifested a violent act of turning against themselves, since the 
victim defensively becomes the object of one’s own hostility 
as a substitution for the oppressor against whom aggression is 
impossible. 
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IntroductionIntroduction :
Pouvons-nous encore rêver de bien vivre 
ensemble et à quel prix ?

De quoi  demain sera-t-il fait, se demandait 
Victor Hugo(1) en composant “Les Chants  Les Chants  
du  crépusculedu  crépuscule”, dans la foulée des avancées 
impériales opposant la France à l’Allemagne 
face au Commonwealth anglais qui connectait 
les océans aux terres où la reine pouvait amarrer 
ses navires.Vers quoi tendrait le devenir des 
années cinquante du XIXe siècle, où l’ordre 
de la bourgeoisie, se recoiffant au boudoir de 
l’aristocratie d’antan, ne faisait que repousser le 
peuple vers les marges de la cité, et où les révoltes 
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et les guerres reprenaient leurs marches au solde des envies 
impériales des gouverneurs. Dans Les Misérables, Victor Hugo 
dépeint bien le paysage social du cœur des villes françaises, et 
de Paris plus particulièrement, où la pauvreté et la précarité des 
conditions de vie reflétaient bien les risques qu’encourait le 
peuple sur le double plan économique et social.
« De quoi demain sera-t-il(2)… », se demandent en 2001 Jacques 
Derrida et Elizabeth Roudinesco, ramenant sur scène au début 
du XXIe siècle la même réflexion faite par Victor Hugo au bon 
milieu du XIXe siècle.
En effet, si on regardait du côté de nos instruments de prévision 
et de prospective, on remarquerait que les peurs des risques que 
nous cacherait demain l’emporte bien sur les opportunités qui 
pourront féconder notre espoir.
L’indice du bonheur personnel, calculé selon l’échelle de 
Bradhburn, est en baisse actuellement par rapport à ce qu’il était 
durant les années 90, et encore plus de ce qu’il était durant les 
années 70 et 80 du siècle dernier, au Liban et ailleurs.
L’engagement citoyen dans la chose publique, en tant que 
participation aux grands choix sociétaux (les élections et les 
referendums) ainsi qu’aux activités à caractère social et 
environnemental, a baissé partout dans le monde, et au Liban 
plus particulièrement, pour laisser la place à l’engagement 
communautaire sur des bases ethniques, religieuses et 
socioculturelles.
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La pauvreté relative, mesurée en termes d’écarts et de disparités 
sociales, est en train de galoper en ces moments, même dans 
les pays développés. Par ailleurs, le chômage atteint des scores 
qu’il n’avait jamais encore atteints après les grandes guerres 
mondiales.
Dans ce climat de remue-ménage culturel, économique et social, 
la question de la sécurité remonte en surface dans la plupart 
des pays du monde, y compris les pays développés, pour ne 
pas s’arrêter à ceux où la sécurité est une réponse idéologique à 
connotation religieuse, s’exprimant d’une manière dogmatique 
et dictatoriale face à toute question de nature citoyenne.
Les grandes cités du monde s’habituent de nouveau, à travers 
un entraînement assidu, aux régimes sévères de contrôle social 
pour assurer la sécurité de l’exercice social de la vie à l’âge de 
la vitesse vertigineuse de la communication et après les belles 
années d’ouverture humaine, sociale et sociétale.
Les risques de demain en matière de sécurité ne cessent 
d’augmenter. L’événement du 11 septembre et les guerres, les 
assassinats politiques, les attentats, les actes terroristes suicidaires 
et les enlèvements qui s’en sont suivis, surtout au Moyen-Orient : 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Palestine, Liban…, font remonter en surface 
les grands risques d’attaques biologiques et bactériologiques 
auxquels nous sommes mal préparés.
Les déchets de notre consommation, dont nous en avons fait 
le moteur de notre vie économique, ne cessent d’augmenter 
les risques multiformes dus à notre relâchement éthique sur 
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le plan civique, face à notre course effrénée vers la croissance 
et à l’épuisement des ressources de la terre accompagnés d’un 
appauvrissement généralisé et de la montée en puissance des 
peurs publiques qui en ont découlés.
Le lien social et humain, qui a pu garder un certain équilibre 
entre la chaleur du foyer et la tiédeur de la place publique, 
risquera des assauts grandissants demain, sur le double plan de 
la famille et de la société en général, les menant, ou bien à plus 
de désarticulations, ou bien à plus de crispations, jusqu’à leur 
blocage dans des systèmes modulés sur des bases identitaires 
fortes et exclusivement communautaires.
Comment allons-nous vivre bien ensemble demain? 
Autrement dit, comment allons-nous faire pour bâtir, dès 
aujourd’hui, le goût de vivre ensemble en luttant chacun de son 
côté contre les risques de détérioration de notre qualité de vie 
individuelle et collective demain?
Aurions-nous à développer davantage les moyens de sécurité 
qui nous installent dans le contrôle les uns des autres, comme 
on a tendance à le faire aujourd’hui? Ne serions-nous pas plutôt 
appelés à redéployer notre humanité dans un espace citoyen 
où nous aurions à chercher à nous sécuriser à partir d’une plus 
grande reconnaissance des uns et des autres et où le principe 
d’égalité viendrait réconforter celui de la liberté? Ne serions-
nous pas plus en sécurité en faisant générer notre assurance à 
travers une vraie fraternisation avec ceux qui ne cessent d’être 
marginalisés par notre course infernale vers le plus-être?
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N’aurions-nous pas pour cela à encourir le risque d’une certaine 
révision éthique qui nous ramènera à la transparence au-
delà de notre définition sociale et culturelle et de l’image  de  
développement et de croissance qui porte le monde vers plus 
d’homogénéité et le pouvoir vers plus d’absolutisme et de 
domination.
N’aurions-nous pas, à cet effet, à accepter une certaine désillusion 
sans perdre l’enthousiasme, et un certain effacement de nous-
mêmes sans manquer de présence à l’autre, pour assumer notre 
échec sans désespérer du résultat humain souhaité et pour 
pouvoir écouter l’insignifiance, la maladie, la pauvreté et toutes 
les crispations identitaires culturelles, idéologiques et religieuses 
qui en résultent.
Nous avons essayé durant les trois dernières décennies de 
développer la prévention et d’assurer la durabilité de la sécurité 
sur un chemin de dépistage, de contrôle et de changement des 
habitudes, des traditions et des valeurs. Nous avons pour cela 
abattu le traditionnel en nous pour nous habiller de la modernité, 
qui par le calcul, la prévision, le contrôle et l’aseptisation nous 
promettait de nous assurer la sécurité.
Nous nous sommes entêtés à vouloir généraliser notre façon de 
faire à ceux qui n’ont pas eu l’occasion de vivre notre histoire et 
nos expériences.
Regardons-nous en face. Empruntons un miroir, si notre 
mémoire n’arrive pas à nous retracer clairement notre image.
Regardons, du même coup, les autres, c’est-à-dire ceux que nous 
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considérons comme différents, parce qu’ils appartiennent à des 
cultures qui leur font adopter d’autres croyances et qui les font 
vivre, espérer, calculer et aimer d’une autre manière.
Regardons l’état du rapport entre gens modernes ou développés, 
et les autres qui sont des gens en difficulté par rapport à la 
modernité et au développement. 
Les gens modernes et développés sont  effectivement plus assurés 
pour leur survie que les autres. Mais ils sont en même temps 
plus stressés, plus instables, plus insatisfaits, toujours en course 
et en calcul. Ils s’écrasent les uns les autres par la concurrence. 
Ils se valorisent à partir de leurs acquis, et ils dévalorisent tous 
ceux qui ne sont pas comme eux.
Quant aux autres, ceux qui sont en mal de modernité et de 
développement, eux sont moins assurés, mais ils n’ont pas peur, 
ni de la pauvreté ni de la mort. Ils ont le courage de risquer pour 
sauver les autres. Ils se côtoient dans leurs difficultés, parce qu’ils 
préfèrent vivre ensemble plutôt  que de mijoter leur stress qu’ils 
nourrissent à partir de ce qu’ils ont manqué de faire pour eux-
mêmes et pour leurs prochains. Ils savent vivre et s’obliger à être 
heureux, même dans leur pauvreté et dans leur irrégularité.
Et nous, nous qui nous considérons évolués et développés, 
nous leur inculquons nos peurs et nos soucis, en les affrontant 
à la nécessité de leur développement selon notre modèle de 
croissance, sans leur donner les moyens de les assumer et sans 

DÉFENCE NATIONALE  - JUILLET 2008

Mondialisation, vitesse et liquidité des sociétés

Abdo KAHI



57

avoir la culture du calcul et du contrôle. Nous ne faisons ainsi 
que les dévaloriser et les appauvrir sous le poids de quelques 
années de plus que nous leur donnons à vivre suite à une 
vaccination obligatoire que nous leur aurions fait subir et à 
certaines aseptisations que nous aurions opéré dans leur milieu.
Prévention, citoyenneté et sécurité durable, voilà un champ 
d’investigation qui mérite d’être questionné à la lumière des 
considérations soulevées ci-dessus et considérations qui pointent 
toutes à la nécessité d’une révision éthique.
Alain Touraine nous appelle à nous investir dans ce nouveau 
champ d’investigation et de recherche, en soulevant, déjà en 
1998, dans : Pourrons-nous vivre ensemble égaux et différents ? 
la question de la citoyenneté d’éthique et de sécurité de la vie 
commune(3).
Pour pouvoir défricher ce nouveau chemin d’investigation, il 
distingue entre trois types de démocraties : 
 •  La démocratie politique basée sur une exigence éthique 
de participation citoyenne aux décisions concernant la vie 
ensemble 
 • La démocratie sociale actionnée par l’éthique de la 
fraternité à travers la création d’accès aux défavorisés sociaux aux 
différents biens et services de la société, en vue de faciliter leur 
capacité de gouvernance. 
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       • La démocratie culturelle activée par l’éthique de la 
communication humaine sur une base d’inculturation ou 
de valorisation des cultures déstabilisées et affaiblies par la 
modernité, ce qui nécessiterait un nouveau dimensionnement 
éthique de la conduite humaine.
Pouvons-nous oser proposer une exigence d’inculturation ou 
de valorisation des dévalorisés pour favoriser la récréation de la 
citoyenneté entre des valeurs qui s’estiment inégales, celles du 
possédant et celles du démuni, celles du connaisseur et celles 
du mal informé, celles du sécurisé par l’autocontrôle ou par le 
contrôle social en sa faveur et celles de l’insécurisé par l’instabilité 
de son existence ?
Voilà le type de questionnements que j’ai voulu aborder  dans 
une tentative, presque désillusionné, de retrouver le goût de la 
recherche pour une meilleure qualité de vie demain,  à travers la 
résistance éthique à notre barbarie humaine revenante, à partir 
d’une culture psychique de l’altérité qui permettra de redéployer 
l’éthique dans un espace d’inculturation.
Partant de ces considérations, le but de cette recherche serait 
d’assurer les plus grandes chances possibles à la mise en place 
de stratégies d’action éducative et socio-politique qui associent 
la vision globale que je viens d’infléchir avec les activités 
particulières qu’elles auront à mettre en œuvre. Ces stratégies 
devraient permettre ainsi  de promouvoir la sécurité et la stabilité 
sur le double plan individuel et sociétal dans un cadre éthique, 
où le citoyen retrouvera la confiance et l’assurance dans ses liens 
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sociaux, du lieu de la famille au lieu de travail et aux différents 
autres lieux de l’exercice de sa vie sociale, et surtout ceux parmi 
eux qui sont supposés lui assurer le regain de sécurité, je veux 
dire par-là, les lieux de l’éducation et de l’information du niveau 
local au niveau mondial.
Le choix du Liban  à ce moment crucial de l’histoire de l’humanité 
en général, et du Moyen-Orient en particulier, où la recherche 
d’une plus grande démocratie s’effectue avec des procédures peu 
démocratiques qui nous ont ramené à la guerre, d’une part et au 
terrorisme, d’autre part, est pour le moins un choix au hasard. 
Il a été opéré pour que la recherche en matière d’éthique et de 
citoyenneté trouve un lieu de réflexion à l’endroit le plus proche 
de la scène où se déroulent les évènements qui nous questionnent 
sur notre avenir en tant qu’humains à la recherche du sens de 
notre vie à travers le développement de notre altérité.
A la lumière de ce choix, cette recherche évoque surtout le 
moyen de savoir comment poser la question éthique à l’heure 
de la mondialisation sans précédent qui soumet les sociétés 
d’aujourd’hui à la double épreuve de la vitesse technologique 
s’intensifiant sans cesse et de fluidité des liens humains et des 
réseaux de communication.
Cela dit,  trois questions se posent au départ:
• Comment parier sur la mondialité et l’universalité sans tomber 
dans le piège d’une morale universelle mondialisée?
• Quels seraient les liens à développer entre les règles morales et 
la conduite éthique, en vue d’un renouveau moral aujourd’hui?
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• Comment assurer les assises pour un débat éthique continuel 
dans les sociétés contemporaines?

I- Comment poser la question éthique à l’heure de la mondialisation?
Les sociétés contemporaines sont de plus en plus exposées à 
la vitesse, qui est de plus en plus accentuée au développement 
technologique. Cette vitesse se double en fait tous les ans 
et donne aux réseaux de communication mondialisés une 
force de croissance et de déploiement dans le temps et dans 
l’espace qui précarise les bases des structures d’échange et de 
communication, pour les moduler à la liquidité totale et pour les 
opposer davantage aux structures sociales et culturelles qui sont 
plus lentes dans leur dynamique de mouvement.
Dans ce contexte, poser la question éthique est une façon de 
parier sur notre capacité de vivre notre humanité sur une échelle 
mondiale. C’est un pari sur notre mondialité ou un pari sur le 
monde.
Ce pari est, l’occasion favorite pour défendre l’utilité du débat 
éthique  que nous avons voulu déclencher pour nous acheminer 
le plus sûrement possible vers la découverte de notre propre 
nature, découverte qui ne peut que nous extirper de la nature de 
nos conditionnements biologiques et socioculturels prévalents. 
Ce pari devrait donc nous engager à approcher notre être, comme 
étant plus lointain dans ce qu’il deviendra de ce qui le définit 
dans ce qu’il est, à travers son existence concrète.
Par cette approche, nous aurions, en fait, à parier sur l’être 
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comme étant une concrétisation humaine spécifique et singulière 
du monde en création continuelle.  Le pari sur le monde se 
présenterait à nous, dans cette configuration, comme étant un 
pari sur l’être, l’être en soi, qui est à la fois un être singulier et un 
être réunissant en lui tous les caractères de l’humanité.
Il nous ferait mieux comprendre le vrai sens de l’égalité humaine, 
qui se retrouve du côté de notre attitude d’humanité, davantage 
que du côté de notre constitution physique, psychologique ou 
sociale.
L’égalité n’a, en fait, aucun fondement naturel, car il n’existe pas 
d’individus qui soient totalement semblables les uns aux autres. 
C’est, par conséquent, seulement par notre attitude d’égalité, 
basée sur ce pari, que nous arriverons à communiquer ensemble, 
par delà nos différences.  C’est aussi par cette attitude que nous 
parviendrons à compatir avec les souffrances des autres, au-delà 
de l’espace de nos sensations directes, et à les aimer malgré nos 
tendances égoïstes.
Parier sur le monde nous engage, de ce fait, sur le chemin de 
notre humanité, en nous ouvrant sur l’effort nécessaire que nous 
aurions à mener, pour découvrir en nous l’attitude d’égalité qui 
nous réunit dans la différence.  
Ce pari nous réveille, du même coup, sur les épreuves auxquelles 
nous devrions consentir, au travers de nos liens à nous-mêmes, 
aux autres, et de là au monde, pour éviter de nous projeter 
égoïstement dans ce qui nous entoure, et pour nous empêcher 
de le conquérir et de l’asservir.  Il nous aide en cela à nous laisser 
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pénétrer par le monde, en vue de le reconnaître et de nous 
reconnaître en lui.
Là-dessus, c’est peut-être la projection comme mécanisme de 
défense, relevé en psychanalyse, qui nous réveille sur notre 
mondialité.  
En effet, le fait que nous ayons tendance à nous projeter dans 
le monde qui nous entoure, et à lui faire attribuer les maux 
qui nous déchirent et que nous voudrions éviter d’éprouver, à 
chaque fois que nous nous sentons menacés dans notre être, 
nous éveille paradoxalement sur les supports qui nous auraient 
manqués de la part de notre entourage pour nous réaliser selon 
notre promesse d’être.
Le pari sur le monde nous engage, par conséquent, à nous 
donner les supports nécessaires les uns aux autres pour pouvoir 
réparer notre tendance primaire à nous menacer, à partir de la 
projection de nos angoisses les uns sur les autres, tendance qui 
risque de s’accentuer, à mesure que monte en nous la dose de 
nos peurs réciproques.
Partant de là, ce pari devient un pari sur notre altérité ou sur 
notre capacité d’arrêter la guerre de projection, et d’aspirer au 
contact avec la différence, pour pouvoir nous reconnaître dans 
notre différence.
Par ce pari, le monde cessera d’être cette entité homogénéisée 
qui nous appelle à fusionner en elle, et qui nous menacera du 
pire, au cas où nous refuserions de le faire.  Il se transformera 
en un espace de contact entre les différents, les amenant à se 
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reconnaître dans leurs différences, et à y découvrir leur unité 
universelle. 
De ce point de vue, le pari sur le monde, c’est le pari fait par 
Joseph, fils de Jacob, pour pouvoir transpercer le rideau de la 
différence pharaonique, et pour apprendre au peuple d’Egypte 
le sens de la maîtrise des ressources de la vie durant les temps 
difficiles qui les attendaient.
C’est aussi le pari fait par le Christ, pour pouvoir briser les tabous 
et interdits judaïques, et pour réussir à entrer en contact avec la 
Samaritaine sur le puits de Jacob.  
C’est pareillement, sur la base de ce pari, que le Christ a réussi à 
dialoguer avec la Cananéenne sur la terre païenne de la Phénicie, 
et à convertir la pécheresse Marie Madeleine sur la terre de 
Galilée.
C’est par ce pari, enfin, que le Christ a pu transformer le 
centurion romain, son tortionnaire en chef, à l’endroit même de 
sa crucifixion, en lui faisant découvrir sa propre vocation, qui est 
celle d’être lui-même le premier chrétien.
Cela dit, j’aimerais avancer quelques pistes de réflexion qui 
peuvent alimenter les analyses qui suivront, et qui serviront à 
défendre ce pari et à le faire relier à la recherche du sens sur la 
voie du débat éthique.
Ces pistes de réflexion se présentent  sous  une forme 
interrogative, comme suit .
Que signifie le monde en dehors des liens qui tissent le réseau 
de l’existence humaine commune entre le «je», le «tu», et le «il», 
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se constituant en son sein en termes de «moi», «toi», et «lui»?
Que signifie le « nous » composé par le moi et le toi uniquement 
au sein de cette triptyque, sinon la provocation d’une scission 
symbolique entre les éléments constitutifs du monde, pour 
protéger le rapport qui unit le « je » au « tu », de l’inconnu et de 
l’étranger, représenté par «lui», l’«autre» ou le «il».
Le «nous», ne serait-il pas, au sein de cette configuration, une 
façon de dissocier ceux qui sont impliqués ensemble dans un 
cercle de solidarité directe, de ceux qui ne le sont pas, et qui 
deviennent ainsi les autres ou ceux qui menacent l’existence 
commune?
Et cette dissociation ainsi instituée entre le «nous» et les «autres», 
ne conduirait-elle pas, par voie de conséquence, au détournement 
du sens du monde au sein de l’être, en tant qu’entité psychique 
et sociale vécue, jusqu’à n’y voir que la cristallisation de l’image 
des autres qui le menacent?
Sur la base de ces réflexions, le pari sur le monde, ne serait-
il pas la porte de sortie de cette dernière cristallisation, en 
invoquant la finalité éthique comme un non-lieu, où l’humanité 
s’accommoderait de ses introjections davantage que de ses 
projections?
Suite à ces interrogations, le débat éthique nécessiterait de la 
part de chacun de nous d’encourir la dure épreuve d’analyse de 
ses projections, pour arriver à défoncer le carcan des «nous», 
constitués en lui, sous forme d’alliances claniques de nature 
culturelle, morale, sociale, religieuse, idéologique, etc.…, en 
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vue de se défendre des autres.
Il en faudrait pour cela, emprunter la voie du silence, c’est-à-
dire la voie où chacun aura à faire taire le bruit de ses alliances 
défensives, en vue de découvrir l’alliance faite par le créateur, 
Dieu, et qui le joint aux autres, au sein d’une même promesse 
d’amour, qui est à l’origine de sa mondialité.
Là-dessus, permettez-moi, de défendre un point de vue qui 
me mettrait en désaccord avec la littérature mondialiste telle 
que promue par la pensée moderne, et telle qu’adoptée par les 
Organisations Internationales ainsi que par les Organisations 
Communautaires interétatiques ou même étatiques.
Permettez-moi donc de m’opposer à cette littérature qui se réfère 
au monde comme une entité globale, qui intègre au sein d’une 
dynamique évolutive les individus et les groupes, les cultures et 
les sociétés, selon les exigences du modèle rationnel et technicien 
mis en œuvre par la pensée occidentale, et finalisé par l’idée de 
développement de la condition humaine.
Permettez-moi surtout de débarrasser l’idée de mondialité de 
celle de la technologie de communication, couronnée par le 
culte de l’individu branché sur les systèmes d’information, qui 
véhiculent à une échelle mondiale les standards de l’efficacité 
et de la réussite, ainsi que ceux des droits de l’homme, en les 
consacrant comme des fins en soi, et comme des aboutissements 
sûrs à notre humanité. 
Si j’implore ainsi votre permission, c’est parce que je me rends 
compte, qu’en m’emportant contre l’idée d’évolution et de 
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développement de la condition humaine centrée sur l’intégration 
des différences, à partir de principes moraux communs à tous 
les systèmes, telle que prônée par la modernité, je ne peux 
que perturber, par le fait même, les fondements axiologiques 
universels des droits de l’homme.
Je me rends compte pareillement, qu’en essayant de dégager 
ces fondements de l’envoûtement du culte de la modernité 
qui s’érige en système moral ou en une «morale maximale»(4), 
selon la terminologie de Michael Walzer, tendant à s’affirmer 
comme étant supérieure à toutes les autres morales, je ne peux 
que m’attirer la foudre d’un grand nombre de défenseurs des 
droits de l’homme, dans la foulée de la confusion présente entre 
globalisation, mondialité et universalité.
En effet, ces derniers qui sont devenus en fait des défenseurs de 
la globalisation sous le couvert des droits humains, en faisant 
totalement fi de la confusion susmentionnée, en sont arrivés 
jusqu’à légitimer la guerre, sous l’emblème de la «guerre juste»(5).  
Ils cherchent, à travers cette légitimation, à protéger le noyau 
«principiel» fondamental ou la «morale minimale», toujours 
selon la terminologie de Michael Walzer, qui sous-tend la culture 
des droits de l’homme qu’ils prêchent.  Ils visent en cela à faire 
valoir ce noyau «principiel», comme étant universel et partagé 
par tous les systèmes moraux.
Ils tombent, de ce fait, dans le piège culturel de la modernité, où 
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la rationalité et la libéralité se mêlent au sein du principe moral 
selon lequel tout est permis à condition de ne pas tuer, voler, 
mentir, etc.…
Partant de là, ces défenseurs s’engagent, par tous les moyens, à 
faire intégrer ensemble tous les systèmes moraux au sein d’une 
«morale maximale» unifiée, à partir d’une «morale minimale» 
commune, ou d’un noyau de principes centraux naturels et 
rationnels partagés par tous.
Ils cherchent, de ce fait, à créer un climat favorable au 
développement des embryons de cette morale minimale, partout 
dans le monde, au sein des morales concrètes des peuples, dans 
leur complexité, selon les expressions culturelles véhiculées par 
la modernité dans ses versions occidentales originales.
Face à ces tendances d’unification du monde, à partir d’un noyau 
simple d’idées centrales, je voudrais que nous nous aidions à 
développer notre pari sur le monde, comme un pari sur les 
négociations individuelles et collectives qu’on doit apprendre 
à faire mener entre les gens qui appartiennent à des systèmes 
moraux différents.
Je voudrais, surtout, que nous puissions arriver à faire de ce pari 
une force de médiation ordonnée à porter ces gens, dans leurs 
négociations, à sortir de leurs propres frontières, pour découvrir 
leur moralité commune dans l’écoute valorisante à laquelle 
ces systèmes les invitent, davantage que dans les conduites 
standardisées que ces derniers défendent, en les infiltrant jusqu’à 
dans leur profondeur abyssale.
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Je voudrais, en tout cela, que nous puissions découvrir,  que ce 
pari sur le monde n’est pas un pari sur un monde mais un enjeu 
portant sur des mondes, et que ce pari n’est pas sous-tendu par la 
recherche du sens sur la voie d’une vérité unique, mais aspire à la 
vérité à travers un regard croisé sur des vérités qui se cherchent 
dans leur identité complexe et multiple, comme expression de 
leur authenticité.
Partant de là, poser la question éthique comme un pari sur notre 
mondialité serait une façon de mettre notre mise, non sur ce 
que nous partageons ensemble en traversant les sociétés et les 
nations, mais plutôt sur ce que nous ne partageons pas ensemble.  
Ce n’est donc plus un pari sur une «morale minimale» commune 
qui est «élaborée différemment par différents peuples»(6), et qui 
ressort à travers les méandres des morales historiques concrètes 
que Walzer appelle «morales maximales».
C’est un pari sur les «morales maximales» elles-mêmes, quand 
elles deviennent capables de se regarder, de dialoguer entre 
elles à égalité, et de se dépasser en tant qu’entités normatives, 
pour redevenir historicités particulières de la recherche de notre 
humanité, sur des voies sociales et culturelles différentes.
Sur la base de ce pari, nous devrions rechercher à faire se regarder 
les morales différentes les unes les autres, et à les faire dialoguer 
ensemble en les amenant à se dépasser dans leur normativité.
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II- Quelle éthique pour un renouveau moral ? (moral et éthique)
Il s’agira là de la recherche du cheminement qui nous apprendra, 
non seulement à ne pas tuer, mais aussi à aimer la vie en luttant 
contre les raisons de l’agressivité et de l’hostilité en soi-même et 
en dehors de soi-même. Je désignerai, à cet effet, ce cheminement 
par la démarche éthique, ou la recherche du passage de ce qui est 
saisissable objectivement à ce qui ne l’est pas encore ou qui ne le 
sera peut-être pas, et qu’on ne connaîtra dans sa vérité que dans 
le paysage qui nous renvoie à la vision qu’on a de notre valeur 
humaine.
Cette valeur serait à rechercher, dans ce sens, dans l’art de l’artiste 
avant son tableau, sa sculpture, sa fresque ou son poème. Elle 
serait, aussi, à puiser dans l’énergie qui cherche à s’exprimer dans 
les attitudes avant de devenir comportement ou acte propre. Elle 
serait, enfin, à capter dans l’intention du dire avant le dire, dans 
le dire qui doute de ses paroles et dans les paroles qui acceptent 
leurs manques et limites avant de devenir conviction.
Cependant, et pour pouvoir connaître cette valeur, il faudrait 
peut-être se fier à l’esprit en nous, à l’ange qui nous annonce 
notre vrai chemin et qui s’en va.
Cette image de l’esprit (l’ange en nous), nous montre les limites 
de la pensée en matière de recherche éthique objective, recherche 
qui se doit de proposer des hypothèses, de tirer des conclusions 
et de soumettre son analyse à l’avération scientifique.
L’ange, ou l’esprit qui nous annonce la bonne nouvelle, serait 
ainsi ce qui est derrière la science et non devant. Il existerait avant 
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et après l’événement, et non dans son déroulement historique. 
Il  résiderait  dans le souffle stimulateur de la recherche, et non 
dans ses mécanismes. Il resterait enfin dans ce qui demeurerait 
caché à la recherche après la recherche, et non dans ses 
résultats.
L’esprit nous achemine ainsi vers notre vérité parce qu’il n’existe 
pas dans notre réalité sensible. Il est au-delà de cette réalité. Il est 
dans notre recherche d’authenticité. Il est l’insaisissable dans le 
saisissable. Il est porteur de sens, mais le sens qu’il porte et qu’il 
transmet appartient à sa vérité et n’est saisissable par nous qu’en 
nous référant à elle.
Pour illustrer mon propos, je vous renvoie à l’abbé Pierre dans 
«Mémoire d’un croyant»(7), où il définit sa croyance dans un 
espace de désillusion qu’il qualifie d’enthousiaste.
Je voudrais avoir moi-même cette espérance de l’abbé Pierre 
et vivre la désillusion enthousiaste, c’est-à-dire ne plus 
m’illusionner, et en même temps, croire en l’esprit et me fier à 
lui.
Je voudrais surtout que la valeur humaine que je convoite au 
sein de ma désillusion devienne plus qu’une recherche de ce 
qui est en dehors de moi-même et en moi-même. Je voudrais 
surtout qu’elle puisse transcender l’expérience du bien face au 
mal, pour devenir foi en l’esprit invisible, porteur du message 
de ma valeur humaine se dévoilant à travers ma valorisation des 
autres.
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Si j’appelle à la transcendance dans la recherche éthique, c’est 
parce que je crois que l’homme devra toujours dans cette 
recherche dépasser l’espace normatif de la valeur qui le définit 
dans sa condition de vie objective et qui limite sa marge de 
manœuvre dans ses tentatives d’exprimer son amour.
L’homme apprendra, de la sorte, à apprécier la mesure de son 
amour au-delà de l’obéissance à un interdit, car obéir à l’amour, 
c’est obéir à sa volonté ultime de déplacement des lieux de son 
égoïsme à ceux de son altérité, pour s’élever vers les origines de 
la vie et de la création. 
Cependant, ce déplacement du centre d’intérêt de l’homme, 
des lieux de son égoïsme aux espaces de son altérité, ne peut se 
faire sans son engagement vers ce qui n’est pas encore, jusqu’à sa 
désimplication totale par rapport à ce qui est. Obéir deviendrait, 
dans ce sens, s’engager, pour la vie à la limite de la vie. C’est aussi, 
s’effacer pour qu’apparaisse ce qui est effacé par la prépondérance 
de notre égoïsme. A travers cet effacement, le regard de l’homme 
ira à la rencontre de la valeur humaine, sa valeur qui transforme 
en lui toutes les perspectives de sa vie: son désir d’avoir un don 
d’être; sa peur de la mort en attente de l’instant du passage de la 
réalité à la vérité; sa jalousie de l’autre en envie de l’autre dans sa 
différence le fondant dans sa valeur.
Ne pourrions-nous pas dire, à partir de là, que l’absolu que 
nous voudrions atteindre (Dieu), n’est autre que celui que nous 
découvririons en nous-mêmes au travers de notre recherche 
éthique sur le chemin de notre effacement? La perspective 
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humaine éclairée par notre effacement ne serait-elle pas à 
rechercher dans notre questionnement éthique davantage que 
dans l’absolu qui s’impose à nous de l’extérieur? 
Ces interrogations soulèvent en fait la problématique du lien 
entre morale et éthique. Et l’on pourrait se demander si ces 
dernières ne se rapportaient pas, l’une à l’autre, comme la 
réponse se soucierait de la question.
Là dessus, et pour éclairer la nature de ce lien, j’aimerais poser 
la série de questions suivantes: La morale ne serait-elle pas la 
réponse en terme de conduite à respecter, qui statue sur l’état 
des choses, là où l’éthique reste une question qui s’interroge 
sur le sens des choses dans leur état réel, le plus proche de leur 
vérité? Ne peut-on pas dire ainsi que la morale est la définition 
d’état de ce qu’on doit observer, et que l’éthique est l’orientation 
dynamique de notre recherche du sens de notre humanité, 
c’est-à-dire la loi qui nous gouverne réellement de tout temps et 
pour tous les temps ? Dans ce sens, l’éthique ne serait-elle pas la 
recréation continuelle de la loi dans un acte de foi?
Partant de là, le questionnement réel au sujet du rapport entre 
la morale et l’éthique se réduirait, à mon sens, à se demander si 
la valeur d’état, ou la morale définie dans les normes et dans les 
mœurs, était autre chose que l’état limite inférieur ou le point 
de départ à partir duquel la recherche éthique commencerait. 
Et à la lumière de ce questionnement, la valeur humaine se 
dessinerait à travers les sens retrouvés de l’universel se découvrant 
à l’homme qui les recherche dans une épreuve éthique.
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Il en serait ainsi, parce-que dans cette épreuve on ne se 
soumettrait plus à l’état des choses telles qu’elles sont définies, 
mais on obéirait aux sens retrouvés sur la voie de son exploration 
des moyens les plus appropriés pour vivre son altérité et pour 
valoriser la vie en soi et dans le monde.
Mais reste que pour savoir, comment cette recherche du sens, 
entre morale et éthique, va-t-elle se produire, et comment la 
valeur humaine va-t-elle émerger au sein de cette recherche, on 
devrait appuyer l’hypothèse selon laquelle l’absolu objet de cette 
quête de sens, naît en soi quand il naît en nous. On aurait ainsi 
à défendre le paradoxe de cet absolu qui, bien qu’il soit avant 
nous,  ne peut exister concrètement qu’à travers sa prise de forme 
significative pour nous. Ceci veut dire tout simplement, que 
c’est à travers la signification que l’absolu prend dans notre acte 
de reconnaissance de sa présence en nous et en les autres, qu’il 
commence à exister réellement, pour nous et pour les autres. 
La reconnaissance de l’absolu en toute personne humaine 
préfigure, dans ce sens, l’acte de son existence au fondement 
même de la valeur humaine. On découvrirait surtout qu’il 
n’existerait pas de valeur humaine sans la reconnaissance de 
l’homme par l’homme comme absolu. La reconnaissance de 
l’absolu constitue, de ce fait, le début du chemin vers l’éthique 
début à travers lequel l’absolu commence à exister en soi.
A travers cette reconnaissance, l’homme découvrirait son 
appartenance à cet absolu. Les reconnaissances particulières 
et spécifiques de l’absolu, dans des actes éthiques appropriés, 
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composeraient de ce fait, les multiples facettes de ce dernier. Elles 
feraient preuve de son existence en soi, existence qui recouvre 
toutes les expressions qui cherchent à l’incarner en restant égales 
à elles-mêmes. 
Si nous transposions cette dynamique de l’absolu sur le plan de 
la loi normative, véhiculée dans la morale, nous constaterions 
que cette dernière ne peut exister en soi que quand elle existe par 
l’homme, en l’homme et pour l’homme. Il faut donc qu’elle se 
transfigure et qu’elle devienne vie, pour s’incarner dans l’homme 
selon les formes qui lui sont signifiantes, tout en tendant vers 
l’absolu au-delà de toutes ses expressions conjoncturelles.
La valeur de l’homme s’acquierrait, de la sorte, à travers les 
efforts qu’il déploierait pour recevoir l’incarnation spécifique de 
l’absolu en lui. A travers ces efforts, l’homme se produirait lui-
même dans un acte de reconnaissance et d’amour vis-à-vis de 
son prochain, ami ou ennemi. En le faisant, il s’acquitterait de 
l’obligation morale qui lui incombe sur une voie de recherche 
de sens et d’élévation vers Dieu. C’est donc l’homme lui-même 
qui produirait sa valeur à travers sa reconnaissance de l’absolu 
en lui et en tout homme, reconnaissance qui permettrait à ce 
dernier de s’incarner en lui.
Partant de ces réflexions, nous comprendrons pourquoi ce qui 
existe pour lui ne pourra découvrir son existence en soi qu’à 
partir de ses existences circonstancielles respectives. Nous 
comprendrons aussi pourquoi, suite à cela, il n’y aura plus de 
soumission ou d’obligation d’obéissance sommaire à un ordre 
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moral qui vaille, car il ne restera que la vie qui engendrera la vie. 
En se consumant, de la sorte, pour la vie, on la retrouvera dans 
sa nature propre, qui est don d’amour et de joie à l’infini.
En nous basant sur cette analyse, nous découvrirons pourquoi 
l’éthique et la morale se doivent de dialoguer continuellement 
en s’appuyant l’une sur l’autre. Dans ce face-à-face, l’homme, en 
menant sa recherche éthique, ne peut pas se suffire de regarder 
les règles de bonne conduite, dans le sens de leur observance. Il 
se doit de les observer, comme un point de départ, ou comme 
une limite inférieure à ne pas trangresser. Il devra, en plus, 
dépasser cette limite, sinon, l’éthique perdra sa raison d’être 
comme questionnement perpétuel portant sur la formalisation 
de l’obligation morale, obligation qu’il aura à réincarner dans 
des actes de vie spécifiques.
Ne pas tuer se transformera, dans ce sens, en un effort qu’on devra 
déployer pour protéger la vie. Ne pas mentir retrouvera aussi 
ses résonances premières comme recherche de la transparence 
dans la communication avec l’autre et sa reconnaissance à valeur 
égale.
L’éthique n’est donc pas la même chose que la morale, ni son 
contraire. C’est la nature paradoxale de la morale. C’est ce qu’elle 
ne dit pas. C’est l’esprit du dire que la parole n’exprime pas.
Comment allons-nous pouvoir effectuer toutes ces 
transformations, sans notre regard reconnaissant de l’absolu 
humain en tout homme, regard qui nous aidera à tracer les 
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perspectives de l’absolu et à planifier l’avènement de notre 
impossible altérité sur les routes de notre esprit?
Comment allons-nous supporter de vivre le paradoxe de la 
morale sans accepter d’habiter dans les paysages de notre cœur 
battant au rythme de l’élan de notre imagination nourrie par notre 
regard dans son voyage vers l’absolu, au delà de ses expressions 
conjoncturelles.
Voilà la double question que l’on aura à élucider et que l’on 
devra laisser ouverte pour les observations qui vont suivre.
Cette double question nous orientera de la façon dans nos débats 
sur le comment faire pour pouvoir dépasser notre adhésion à un 
état de droit, où on s’interdirait de nuire à soi-même, à l’autre et 
à la collectivité, et où on réclamerait des services et des garanties. 
Elle nous permettra de rechercher les moyens les plus sûrs pour 
pouvoir remonter ensuite à notre engagement d’amour qui serait 
susceptible de nous aider à rechercher la vérité dans notre vision 
positive de la vie, où l’autre comme absolu nous orienterait dans 
nos choix éthiques?

Conclusion
En ces débuts du 21ème siècle, et dans la foulée de la vitesse du 
mouvement de la vie, au sein de laquelle nous sommes assignés 
à agir et à réagir,  nous pouvons de plus en plus dire que nous ne 
savons pas, sans être taxés d’ignorants. 
Je vais, dans ce qui suit, recommander au lecteur, de me suivre 
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sur l’axe de recherche du savoir qui n’est pas encore, plutôt que 
sur celui du savoir qui a fait ses preuves et qui est reconnu. Cette 
recommandation se justifierait par le fait que, sur cet axe, on 
ne peut plus facilement se hasarder à dire qu’on sait comment 
aller du négatif au positif, de l’interdit à l’amour, et de la valeur 
établie à la valorisation. On doit, par contre, oser dire qu’on ne 
sait pas encore, mais qu’on va essayer d’en savoir davantage à 
partir de son engagement positif et sa foi en l’homme.
La problématique que soulève ce type de recherche reviendrait 
à oser s’interroger sur les défis de l’éthique dans son rapport à la 
foi. Je poserai à cet effet les deux questions suivantes:
• Comment  se fier à ce qu’on ne sait pas, ou à ce qu’on n’a pas 
fait encore?
• Comment s’orienter vers l’invisible qui ordonnerait 
l’événement, en ce temps de vitesse et de liquidité, dans l’absence 
d’un terrain battu, un semblant de trace, aussi vague soit-il, qui 
dissiperait quelque peu notre angoisse?
Je me rends compte, devant ces questions, que je ne peux les poser 
sans la foi,  la foi en Dieu, et ou la foi en l’humanité de l’homme, 
car c’est avec cette foi seulement qu’on arrivera à accepter, sans 
chercher à le comprendre, pourquoi les incarnations particulières 
de l’absolu ne sauront jamais l’épuiser. 
Avec cette même foi, on arrivera pareillement à se convaincre 
du fait que, si l’absolu qu’on recherche n’est pas dans ce qu’on 
a trouvé, c’est parce qu’on doit le chercher continuellement 
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avant l’évènement et après l’évènement. Avec la foi, on arrivera à 
saisir, ou plutôt à intracepter, pourquoi, pour pouvoir chercher 
l’absolu, il faut commencer tout d’abord par ne pas le dénier 
ou l’annuler dans sa possibilité d’être ou encore chercher à se 
l’approprier, et il faut, ensuite, s’arrêter de tuer, de mentir, de 
voler, etc..
Il faut donc cesser de contrevenir à l’ordre de la vie, qu’elle soit 
individuelle ou collective, pour arriver à comprendre la raison 
pour laquelle il est nécessaire de s’engager sur le chemin de la 
recherche des voies à emprunter en vue de réussir à maintenir la 
vie, et à s’employer à lui donner de soi-même plus qu’à penser 
à prendre d’elle.
Il faut surtout rester en recherche, et se convaincre du fait qu’il 
n’y a jamais d’arrivée en matière de recherche, parce que, quand 
on trouve, il n’y aura plus rien à rechercher.
Cela dit, nous pouvons  nous demander sur ce que veut 
dire arriver en matière de recherche. Est-ce que, arriver dans 
une recherche veut dire arriver à trouver, ou bien, arriver à 
cheminer vers le lieu où le point d’arrivée et le point de départ 
se rejoignent?
Nous pouvons nous demander aussi, si à ce dernier lieu, le point 
de départ de la recherche, ne doit pas rester questionnement sur 
lui-même et sur son contact possible avec le point d’arrivée.
Nous pouvons nous demander enfin s’il ne fallait pas que ce 
départ se transforme en lui-même, et qu’il ne soit plus, à chaque 
fois, le même départ, mais un départ différent,  un départ qui 
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crée en lui son propre enthousiasme et sa propre désillusion?
Cela nous conduirait de nouveau à nous questionner, s’il ne 
fallait pas cheminer dans la recherche, avec la conviction ferme, 
que trouver c’est avancer davantage vers ce qui n’est pas encore, 
et qu’avancer vers ce qui n’est pas encore, constitue, lui-même, 
l’objet de ce que nous voulons faire exister sans pouvoir l’épuiser 
dans l’avènement de son existence?
Voilà la question qui doit nous orienter dans notre démarche 
éthique vers la valeur, notre valeur humaine, à ces grands 
moments de vitesse et de liquidité que nous vivons et de 
cristallisations socioculturelles qui en découlent dans nos 
sociétés d’aujourd’hui. 
Pour être plus concret, je déclinerais cette question selon trois 
séquences, comme suit :
-   Comment rechercher la loi plus loin que la loi positive?
- Comment s’engager dans la foi aux confins de toute 
croyance?
-  Comment redéfinir l’espoir dans l’espérance du contact avec 
l’insaisissable et l’intangible?
Ces sous-questions définissent pour moi les champs de 
recherche et d’action en matière de conduite éthique, champs 
qui soustendent les démarches à suivre pour pouvoir opérer les 
transformations nécessaires au sens normatif de nos conduites 
et jugements.
Elles nous aideront ainsi à échapper et à la tendance que nous 
avons de nous défendre derrière le rideau de nos normes 
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érigées en valeurs absolues et indépassables, face à la vitesse du 
changement, et à la liquidité des liens sociaux qui perturbent la 
stabilité des sociétés à l’heure actuelle.
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The Economy of Knowledge

A new economy is evolving and consolidating itself which is the 
economy of knowledge or the economy based on knowledge. This 
economy is developing in an accelerated pace and on a wide scale, 
its characteristics and values are manifested and firmly established 
in facing traditional industrial economy and this fact has imposed 
upon economics new tasks represented in studying and analyzing 
this great transformation in addition to approaching the challeng-
es and changes resulting from this economy with a neo scientific 
and objective perspective. This research is a preliminary attempt 
to participate in this workshop to study the new era in the path of 
world economic development.
The researcher divided his study to three major themes:
- the first theme tackles the great transformations in knowledge 
which humanity has witnessed throughout its history.
- The second theme tackles the concept of the new economy (econo-
my of knowledge) and its basic characteristics which distinguishes 
it from traditional economy 
- The third theme tackles however the fundamental changes in the 
mechanism of the new economy.

Dr. Mohammad DIAB
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The Study of Power

Power is the ability to influence the attitude of others or controlling 
their behavior regarding a certain issue.
Power is mainly founded on the government’s possession of major fac-
tors related to characteristics, resources, capabilities and institutions 
which constitute as a whole the vital capacities of the government that 
enable it to enforce its choices on others according to the direction that 
better serves its interests.
In spite of the complexity of these factors which constitute in total the 
government’s comprehensive power factors, the lesson resides first and 
foremost in the way of using and exploiting this power with high ef-
ficiency when the state faces any external threats. 
In general, all the nations aspire to have an influence upon other na-
tions in conformity with their interests and in a way that preserves 
its security, development, economy and international status. Yet, these 
objectives remain wishes and hopes if they are not joined with the pos-
session of means to execute them that is to say the quality and the size of 
what the state can achieve in the fields of security, welfare or status.
considered to be the generator of international relations, at least in the 
course of its reactions which control the motion of history and draws 
the political maps since power – and not justice or right – constitute the 
features of reality in most cases and the issue of recognizing the accurate 
meaning of power in an ever changing world which is witnessing real 
transformations sometimes just like the incident which took place on 
September 11 2001.
In this context, we point out to the importance of the balance of powers 
which controls the interactions between the nations in a certain region 
or on the international level since it is a multi dimensional concept 
used in the absence of an accurate definition. In conclusion, the nation’s 
power or weakness remain the most important and effective pillars of 
interaction between the nations and thus the best strategy is that the na-
tion remains always strong and powerful in delicate situations. 
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Traffic safety

The dangerous exacerbated dilemma of  traffic accidents and the 
collapse of most of the societies under its heavy burden evoked the 
developed countries’ fears centuries ago as well as the underdevel-
oped countries later on. This dilemma prompted all these countries 
to endeavor in the mission of ensuring traffic safety and making 
it a national priority. The efforts of the developed countries in this 
regard largely succeeded in reducing the level of traffic casualties as 
a result of adopting strategic scientific and strategic reform plans 
while the underdeveloped countries are still floundering between 
making some progress and complete failure for many different rea-
sons.
This study aims at proposing a strategic national plan to deal with 
the problem of traffic accidents in Lebanon, based on the expertise 
of developed countries and the recommendation of the Swedish re-
port which calls upon the competent ministries and authorities to 
take major decisions embracing and regulating the issue of dealing 
with Lebanese traffic safety from all the sides during a limited 
timeframe.
The methodology of the study consists of four chapters and a sup-
plement:
The first chapter: the necessity of placing traffic safety at the top of 
the priority scale of all the responsible authorities and making it 
part of their daily work and concerns.
The second chapter: the necessity of putting forward an inter-
national strategy based on a special scientific theory with regard 
to the development of traffic safety consisting of six factors. This 
method is known as the (6E) because each factor starts with the 
letter E in English.
These words are: Education, Engineering, Enforcement, Encour-
agement, Evaluation, Emergency.
The third chapter: the major sides responsible for traffic safety. 

Traffic safety
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L’économie de la connaissance

Il existe une nouvelle économie qui se développe et s’enracine et qui 
est l’économie de la connaissance, ou l’économie basée sur la con-
naissance. Cette économie qui se développe rapidement et sur une 
grande échelle, ainsi que ses particularités et ses principes font face 
à l’économie industrielle traditionnelle, c’est alors que furent im-
posées de nouvelles missions représenteés par l’étude de ce change-
ment important et l’analyse, ainsi que les défis et les changements 
qui en résultent, et ce d’un point de vue scientifique moderne et 
objectif. Cette recherche n’est qu’une tentative primitive pour la 
participation à cet atelier de recherche afin d’étudier cette nouvelle 
phase du trajet du développement économique mondial.
Le chercheur a reparti son étude sur trois volets principaux :
- le premier volet évoque les importants changements de connais-
sance qu’a connu l’histoire de l’humanité.
- Le second évoque le concept de la nouvelle économie (économie de 
la connaissance) et ses principales particularités la distinguant de 
l’économie traditionnelle.
- Le 3ème volet met l’accent sur les changements de base dans la 
procédure de travail de la nouvelle économie.
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La force est la capacité d’exercer une influence sur l’attitude des 
autres, ou de contrôler leur attitude en la dirigeant vers une cause 
déterminée. Toute base définissant la force doit se baser sur la re-
lation béhavioriste qui oblige une des parties à se soumettre à la 
volonté de l’autre selon les choix réalisant ses désirs.
La force se base en général, sur la possession de l’état des facteurs 
principaux liés aux particularités, ressources, capacités et institu-
tions qui constituent tous, les capacités vitales de l’état, qui pourra 
à ce moment imposer ces choix aux autres selon ses intérêts.
Malgré l’interférence de ces facteurs pour former des éléments de 
force de l’état, la leçon émane finalement de l’usage de la force selon 
une haute compétence lorsque l’état est exposé à n’importe quelle 
pression extérieure. En se basant sur cette question, la force et son 
influence seront évaluées.
Tous les états aspirent en général à influencer les autres états selon 
leurs intérêts et d’une façon à préserver leur sécurité, le développe-
ment de leur économie et leur position internationale. Or, ces buts 
demeurent des souhaits et des volontés s’ils ne seront accompagnés 
de moyens pour leur exécution, ou autrement dit, la quantité et la 
qualité de sécurité, de commodité et de position.
La force est considérée commme le moteur des relations interna-
tionales, au moins dans les directions de ses interactivités dans 
l’histoire et la définition des cartes politiques. C’est la force – et 
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non le droit ou la justice – qui constitue les aspects de la réalité, la 
plupart du temps, et la réalisation du sens de cette force dans un 
monde qui témoigne beaucoup de changements, qui sont parfois 
très forts comme les événements du 11 septembre 2001.
C’est dans ce cadre que s’inscrit l’importance des balances de la 
force contrôlant les interactivités des états dans une région déter-
minée ou au niveau international. C’est un concept pluridimen-
sionnel, utilisé à l’ombre de l’absence d’une définition précise. 
Finalement, la force ou la faiblesse de l’état demeurent les princi-
pales bases de l’interactivité des états. La meilleure stratégie, c’est 
quand l’état est toujours fort, surtout lors des phases critiques. 
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La question des accidents de route devenue de plus en plus dangere-
use et pèse lourd sur la plupart des sociétés, a suscité l’inquiétude 
des pays développés depuis des décennies, et beaucoup de pays sous 
développés, plus tard. Ces pays se trouvèrent alors obligés d’œuvrer 
sérieusement pour assurer la sécurité routière, devenue une des pri-
orités nationales de ces pays. Les efforts des pays développés ont 
abouti à des résultats importants en réduisant le taux des accidents 
de route, après avoir adopté des plans stratégiques de réformes sci-
entifiques. Alors que les pays sous développés se trouvèrent perdus 
entre la réalisation de certains progrès ou l’échec rapide pour des 
raisons variées.
Le but de la recherche est de proposer un plan stratégique national 
pour résoudre le problème des accidents de route au Liban et qui 
repose sur les expériences des pays développés et sur les recomman-
dations du rapport suédois qui réclame aux partis et ministères 
concernés de prendre des décisions fondamentales pour adopter et 
traiter la question de la sécurité routière libanaise, sous ses dif-
férents angles, durant une période bien déterminée.
La recherche est composée de quatre parties et d’un annexe, comme 
ce qui suit:
•La première partie: la sécurité routière au Liban devra être la 
priorité de tous les responsables.
•La deuxième partie: présenter un plan stratégique international 
reposant sur une théorie scientifique destinée au développement de 
la sécurité routière, composée de six éléments et connue par la théo-
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rie (6E) car chaque élément commence par la lettre E en langue 
anglaise :
Education, Engineering, Enforcement, Encouragement, Evaluation, 
Emergency.
•La troisième partie: Les facteurs principaux de la sécurité routiére 
au Liban. 
•La quatrième partie – le résultat attendu de l’application de la 
théorie 6E au Liban.
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