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Executive Summary

The discussion examines the approaches of China and Japan towards the Israel-Palestine
conflict, highlighting their historical backgrounds, regional dynamics, and international
commitments. As the United States endeavors to revive the Abrahamic Accords and gain
diplomatic recognition for Israel from Saudi Arabia, China emerges as a potential mediator in the
long-standing conflict. The recent official invitation extended by China to Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas underscores Beijing's commitment to a two-state solution and international
efforts for peace. In contrast, Japan adopts a balanced and constructive approach, emphasizing
diplomacy and humanitarian assistance.

China's evolving stance towards the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) reflects a
shift in its Middle East policy. Recognizing the PLO as the legitimate representative of
Palestinians, China emphasizes its commitment to a two-state solution and international peace
efforts. Economic interests, global standing, and regional influence drive China's increased
involvement. On the other hand, Japan's approach is shaped by historical experiences, recognizing
both Israel's and Palestine's legitimate rights and concerns. Japan actively engages in diplomatic
and humanitarian efforts, supporting the aspirations of the Palestinian people through initiatives in
aid, economic development, and capacity building.

In sum, while China positions itself as a potential mediator and demonstrates an active role
in the Israel-Palestine conflict, Japan maintains a balanced and constructive approach, focusing on
diplomatic support, humanitarian aid, and multilateral engagement. Both Asian powers
acknowledge the legitimacy of Israel while emphasizing the rights and aspirations of the
Palestinian people. China's growing influence, economic interests, and desire for a prominent
international role contribute to its active involvement, challenging traditional U.S. dominance in
the region. Japan, reflecting its close alliance with the U.S., engages in peace efforts through
humanitarian support, multilateral diplomacy, and commitment to a two-state resolution. Their
continued involvement is crucial for peace and stability in the Middle East.
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Mediation vs. Constructive Diplomacy in China and Japan's Approaches to
the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

In the intricate landscape of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, two major Asian global players,
China, and Japan, have emerged with distinct strategies. This analytical comparison delves into
the nuanced aspects of their approaches, emphasizing mediation and constructive diplomacy,
historical contexts, regional influences, and global standing.

Mediation vs. Constructive Diplomacy: China boldly positions itself as a potential
mediator, actively pursuing a role in the resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. This is
marked by recent overtures, including an invitation to Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas for
a state visit, coupled with a commitment to a two-state solution. Beijing's emphasis on international
efforts for peace underscores its mediation aspirations.

On the contrary, Japan adopts a more subtle and constructive diplomatic approach. Rather
than directly mediating, Japan seeks to balance support for both parties. This approach aligns with
its historical commitment to stability and peaceful resolutions, reflecting a nuanced stance on
international conflicts. Japan's engagement is characterized by a commitment to humanitarian
assistance, economic development, and capacity-building initiatives.

Historical Context: The historical context significantly shapes the approaches of both
nations to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. China's historical support for the Palestinian cause dates
to the 1960s. It recognizes the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) as the legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people, showcasing a consistent commitment to their rights.

In contrast, Japan's approach is marked by a nuanced recognition of Israel, established in
1952, while simultaneously acknowledging and supporting Palestinian rights. The historical
experiences of World War 11 influenced Japan's commitment to stability and peaceful resolutions,
contributing to its balanced and constructive diplomacy in the Middle East.

Regional Influence: China's approach places significant emphasis on regional influence,
particularly through its economic interests. The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has become a
catalyst for China's expanding influence in the Middle East. By actively engaging in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, Beijing seeks to enhance its regional standing and contribute to stability,
establishing itself as a responsible global power.

In contrast, Japan pursues a balanced strategy, considering regional stability and strategic
partnerships. While recognizing the importance of the Middle East for its energy security and
economic interests, Japan navigates its stance carefully, avoiding an overemphasis on economic
influence and opting for more measured and multilateral diplomatic engagement.



Global Standing: China's engagement in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict serves as a
strategic maneuver to enhance its global standing. Beijing aims to demonstrate a proactive role in
international affairs, particularly in regions outside its traditional spheres of interest. By actively
participating in conflict resolution, China seeks to underscore its commitment to multilateralism
and conflict resolution.

Japan's stance aligns with its pro-American legacy, emphasizing its contributions to peace
and stability. Its active participation in initiatives such as the Conference on Cooperation among
East Asian Countries for Palestinian Development (CEAPAD) underscores a commitment to
supporting Palestinian development and aligning with broader U.S. goals in the region.

Closure: China and Japan contribute distinctively to the complex tapestry of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. China's assertive mediation aspirations and emphasis on regional influence
reflect a growing global role, driven by economic interests and a desire for a prominent standing
in international affairs. In contrast, Japan's nuanced and constructive diplomatic approach,
influenced by historical experiences and a pro-American legacy, underscores a commitment to
stability and a balanced engagement in the Middle East.

These diverse strategies, shaped by historical contexts, regional priorities, and global
aspirations, highlight the multifaceted nature of geopolitical engagements in the Middle East. Both
nations play crucial roles in addressing the complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
showcasing the rich tapestry of diplomatic approaches on the global stage.
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