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The North Atlantic Treaty

Washington D.C. - 4 April 1949
The Parties to this Treaty reaffirm their faith in the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations and their desire to live in peace with all peoples and all governments.

They are determined to safeguard the freedom, common heritage and civilization of their peoples,
founded on the principles of democracy, individual liberty and the rule of law. They seek to promote
stability and well-being in the North Atlantic area.

They are resolved to unite their efforts for collective defense and for the preservation of peace and
security. They therefore agree to this North Atlantic Treaty:

Article 1

The Parties undertake, as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, to settle any international
dispute in which they may be involved by peaceful means in such a manner that international peace
and security and justice are not endangered, and to refrain in their international relations from the

threat or use of force in any manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations.

Article 2

The Parties will contribute toward the further development of peaceful and friendly international
relations by strengthening their free institutions, by bringing about a better understanding of the
principles upon which these institutions are founded, and by promoting conditions of stability and
well-being. They will seek to eliminate conflict in their international economic policies and will

encourage economic collaboration between any or all of them.

Article 3

In order more effectively to achieve the objectives of this Treaty, the Parties, separately and jointly,
by means of continuous and effective self-help and mutual aid, will maintain and develop their
individual and collective capacity to resist armed attack.

Article 4

The Parties will consult together whenever, in the opinion of any of them, the territorial integrity,

political independence or security of any of the Parties is threatened.

Article 5

The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of them in Europe or North America
shall be considered an attack against them all and consequently they agree that, if such an armed
attack occurs, each of them, in exercise of the right of individual or collective self-defense
recognized by Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, will assist the Party or Parties so
attacked by taking forthwith, individually and in concert with the other Parties, such action as it
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deems necessary, including the use of armed force, to restore and maintain the security of the
North Atlantic area.

Any such armed attack and all measures taken as a result thereof shall immediately be reported to
the Security Council. Such measures shall be terminated when the Security Council has taken the

measures necessary to restore and maintain international peace and security .

Article 6 (1)

For the purpose of Article 5, an armed attack on one or more of the Parties is deemed to include an

armed attack:

o on the territory of any of the Parties in Europe or North America, on the Algerian
Departments of France (2), on the territory of or on the Islands under the jurisdiction of any of
the Parties in the North Atlantic area north of the Tropic of Cancer;

° on the forces, vessels, or aircraft of any of the Parties, when in or over these territories or
any other area in Europe in which occupation forces of any of the Parties were stationed on the
date when the Treaty entered into force or the Mediterranean Sea or the North Atlantic area
north of the Tropic of Cancer.

Article 7

This Treaty does not affect, and shall not be interpreted as affecting in any way the rights and
obligations under the Charter of the Parties which are members of the United Nations, or the
primary responsibility of the Security Council for the maintenance of international peace and

security.

Article 8
Each Party declares that none of the international engagements now in force between it and any
other of the Parties or any third State is in conflict with the provisions of this Treaty, and undertakes

not to enter into any international engagement in conflict with this Treaty.

Article 9

The Parties hereby establish a Council, on which each of them shall be represented, to consider
matters concerning the implementation of this Treaty. The Council shall be so organized as to be
able to meet promptly at any time. The Council shall set up such subsidiary bodies as may be
necessary; in particular it shall establish immediately a defense committee which shall recommend
measures for the implementation of Articles 3 and 5.

Article 10

The Parties may, by unanimous agreement, invite any other European State in a position to further
the principles of this Treaty and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area to accede to
this Treaty. Any State so invited may become a Party to the Treaty by depositing its instrument of
accession with the Government of the United States of America. The Government of the United
States of America will inform each of the Parties of the deposit of each such instrument of

accession.

Article 11
This Treaty shall be ratified and its provisions carried out by the Parties in accordance with their
respective constitutional processes. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited as soon as

possible with the Government of the United States of America, which will notify all the other
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signatories of each deposit. The Treaty shall enter into force between the States which have ratified
it as soon as the ratifications of the majority of the signatories, including the ratifications of
Belgium, Canada, France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the United States,
have been deposited and shall come into effect with respect to other States on the date of the
deposit of their ratifications. (3)

Article 12

After the Treaty has been in force for ten years, or at any time thereafter, the Parties shall, if any of
them so requests, consult together for the purpose of reviewing the Treaty, having regard for the
factors then affecting peace and security in the North Atlantic area, including the development of
universal as well as regional arrangements under the Charter of the United Nations for the

maintenance of international peace and security.

Article 13
After the Treaty has been in force for twenty years, any Party may cease to be a Party one year
after its notice of denunciation has been given to the Government of the United States of America,

which will inform the Governments of the other Parties of the deposit of each notice of denunciation.

Article 14
This Treaty, of which the English and French texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the
archives of the Government of the United States of America. Duly certified copies will be transmitted
by that Government to the Governments of other signatories.

The definition of the territories to which Article 5 applies was revised by Article 2 of the Protocol to the North
Atlantic Treaty on the accession of Greece and Turkey signed on 22 October 1951.

On January 16, 1963, the North Atlantic Council noted that insofar as the former Algerian Departments of

France were concerned, the relevant clauses of this Treaty had become inapplicable as from July 3, 1962.
The Treaty came into force on 24 August 1949, after the deposition of the ratifications of all signatory states.
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CHAPTER 4. THE PRESIDENT OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
Article 80

1. The President of the Russian Federation shall be the head of the State.

2. The President of the Russian Federation shall be guarantor of the Constitution of the Russian
Federation, of the rights and freedoms of man and citizen. According to the rules fixed by the
Constitution of the Russian Federation, he shall adopt measures to protect the sovereignty of the
Russian Federation, its independence and state integrity, ensure coordinated functioning and
interaction of all the bodies of state power.

3. According to the Constitution of the Russian Federation and the federal laws the President of the
Russian Federation shall determine the guidelines of the internal and foreign policies of the State.

4. As the head of the State the President of the Russian Federation represent the Russian
Federation within the country and in international relations.

Article 81

1. The President of the Russian Federation shall be elected for six years by citizens of the Russian
Federation on the basis of universal, equal, direct suffrage by secret ballot.

2. Any citizen of the Russian Federation not younger than 35 years of age and with a permanent
residence record in the Russian Federation of not less than 10 years may be elected President of the
Russian Federation.

3. One and the same person may not be elected President of the Russian Federation for more than
two terms running.

4. The rules of electing the President of the Russian Federation shall determined by the federal law.

Article 82

1. When taking office the President of the Russian Federation shall take the following oath of loyalty
to the people:

"I swear in exercising the powers of the President of the Russian Federation to respect and
safeguard the rights and freedoms of man and citizen, to observe and protect the Constitution of
the Russian Federation, to protect the sovereignty and independence, security and integrity of the
State, to faithfully serve the people".

2. The oath shall be taken in a solemn atmosphere in the presence of members of the Council of the
Federation, deputies of the State Duma and judges of the Constitution Court of the Russian
Federation.

Article 83

The President of the Russian Federation shall:

a) appoint by agreement with the State Duma the Chairman of the Government of the Russian
Federation;

b) have the right to chair meetings of the Government of the Russian Federation;

c) adopt decision on the registration of the Government of the Russian Federation;

d) present to the State Duma a candidate for the appointment to the post of the Chairman of
the Central Bank of the Russian Federation, raise before the State Duma the issue of dismissing the
Chairman of the Central Bank of the Russian Federation;

e) on the proposal by the Chairman of the Government of the Russian Federation appoint and
dismiss deputy chairmen of the Government of the Russian Federation and federal ministers;

f) present to the Council of the Federation candidates for appointment as judges of the
Constitution Court of the Russian Federation, the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation, the
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Higher Court of Arbitration of the Russian Federation, as well as a candidate for the post of the
Procurator-General of the Russian Federation; appoint judges of other federal courts;

g) form and head the Security Council of the Russian Federation, the status of which is
determined by the federal law;

h) approve the military doctrine of the Russian Federation;

i) form the Administration of the President of the Russian Federation;

j) appoint and dismiss plenipotentiary representatives of the President of the Russian
Federation;

k) appoint and dismiss the supreme command of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation;

1) after consultations with corresponding committees and commissions of the chambers of the
Federal Assembly appoint and recall diplomatic representatives of the Russian Federation in foreign
States and international organizations.

Article 84

The President of the Russian Federation shall:

a) announce elections to the State Duma according to the Constitution of the Russian
Federation and the federal law;

b) dissolve the State Duma in cases and according to the rules fixed by the Constitution of the
Russian Federation;

¢) announce a referendum according to the rules fixed by the federal constitutional law;

d) submit bills to the State Duma;

e) sign and make public the federal laws;

f) address the Federal Assembly with annual messages on the situation in the country, on the
guidelines of the internal and foreign policy of the State.

Article 85

1. The President of the Russian Federation may use conciliatory procedures to solve disputes
between the bodies of state authority of the Russian Federation and bodies of state authority of the
subjects of the Russian Federation, as well as between bodies of state authority of the subjects of
the Russian Federation. In case no agreed decision is reached, he shall have the right to submit the
dispute for the consideration of a corresponding court.

2. The President of the Russian Federation shall have the right to suspend acts of the Bodies of
executive power of the subjects of the Russian Federation in case these acts contradict the
Constitution of the Russian Federation and the federal laws, international commitments of the
Russian Federation or violate the rights and freedoms of man and citizen until the issue is solved by
a corresponding court.

Article 86

The President of the Russian Federation shall:
a) govern the foreign policy of the Russian Federation;
b) hold negotiations and sign international treaties and agreements of the Russian Federation;
) sign ratification instruments;
d) received credentials and letters of recall of diplomatic representatives accredited to him.

Article 87

1. The President of the Russian Federation shall be the Supreme Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces of the Russian Federation.

2. In case of an aggression against the Russian Federation or of a direct threat of aggression the
President of the Russian Federation shall introduce in the territory of the Russian Federation or in its
certain parts a martial law and immediately inform the Council of the Federation and the State
Duma about this .

3. The regime of the martial law shall be defined by the federal constitutional law.

Article 88

The President of the Russian Federation, in circumstances and according to the rules envisaged by
the federal constitutional law, shall introduce a state of emergency in the territory of the Russian
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Federation or in its certain parts and immediately inform the Council of the Federation and the State
Duma about this.

Article 89

The President of the Russian Federation shall:

a) solve the issues of citizenship of the Russian Federation and of granting political asylum;

b) decorate with state awards of the Russian Federation, award honourary titles of the Russian
Federation, higher military and higher special ranks;

c) decide on pardoning.

Article 90

1. The President of the Russian Federation shall issue decrees and orders.

2. The decrees and orders of the President of the Russian Federation shall be obligatory for
fulfillment in the whole territory of the Russian Federation.

3. Decrees and orders of the President of the Russian Federation shall not run counter to the
Constitution of the Russian Federation and the federal laws.

Article 91
The President of the Russian Federation shall possess immunity.
Article 92

1. The President of the Russian Federation shall take up his powers since the moment of taking the
oath of loyalty and cease to fulfil them with the expiration of the term of office and from the
moment a newly-elected president is sworn in.

2. The President of the Russian Federation shall cease to exercise his powers short of the term in
case of his resignation, stable inability because of health reasons to exercise the powers vested in
him or in case of impeachment. In this case the election of the President of the Russian Federation
shall take place not later than three months since the termination of the powers short of the term.

3. In all cases when the President of the Russian Federation is incapable of fulfilling his duties, they
shall temporarily fulfilled by the Chairman of the Government of the Russian Federation. The Acting
President of the Russian Federation shall have no right to dissolve the State Duma, appoint a
referendum, and also provisions of the Constitution of the Russian Federation.

Article 93

1. The President of the Russian Federation may be impeached by the Council of the Federation only
on the basis of the charges of high treason or another grave crime, advanced by the State Duma
and confirmed by the conclusion of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation on the presence of
the elements of crime in the actions of the President of the Russian Federation and by the
conclusion of the Constitution Court of the Russian Federation confirming that the rules of advancing
the charges were observed.

2. The decision of the State Duma on advancing charges and the decision of the Council of the
Federation on impeaching the President shall be adopted by two thirds of the votes of the total
number of members of each chamber and on the initiative of not less than one third of the deputies
of the State Duma and with the conclusion of a special commission set up by the State Duma.

3. The decision of the Council of the Federation on impeaching the President of the Russian
Federation shall be adopted not later than three months after the State Duma advanced the charges
against the President. If a decision of the Council of the Federation is not adopted during this time,
the charges against the President shall be regarded as rejected.?

! www.constitution.ru
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