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Abstract

“Politicization” is a phenomenon thathas been constantly associated with the work of
international governmentalhuman rights bodies, namely those of the United Nations
(UN) family. Political agendas and considerations have reportedly, negatively impacted
the work of these bodies, undermining their ability to adequately fulfill their mandates.

This phenomenon first appeared within the framework of the UN ECOSOC’s
Human Rights Commission, itself the first international governmental human rights
body. Politicization exacerbated in the Commission to the extent that it became one
of the widely-announced reasons of its ultimate demise, and subsequent replacement
with another body, the Human Rights Council. Ten years on its establishment, the
Council has demonstrated considerable vulnerability to politicization as well

This research paper aims at addressing a key problematic, which is whether the
politicization phenomenonin internationalgovernmentalhuman rights bodies can be
overcome, and, if yes, how.

The paper examines the issue of politicization within UN human rights bodies, and
the possibilities of addressing it. The first chapter sets a conceptual foundation for the
study of politicization, through exploring the thematic and institutional root causes of
the phenomenon, in addition to the historic lessons provided by the Commission.
The state-of-play of politicization within the standing UN human rights body, the
Council, is visited in the second chapter, with an examination of the possibilities and
limitations of depoliticizing this human rights body.

In concluding, the paper presents a number of findings and recommendations. The

main conclusion is that depoliticizing internationalgovernmentalhuman rights bodies



is arguably not possible, for a number of reasons explained. It is suggested thata new,
more realistic approach to addressing the issue should be observed; one which
recognizes politicization as naturally-occurring symptom of state-based human rights
bodies, and aims at containing the phenomenon rather than defeating it. On the long
run, nonetheless, it is assumed that the steady, robust efforts of the civil society will
prove crucial in the battle against politicization, through the accumulative pressure
exerted on governments domestically, and globally.
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3 Rosa Freedman, 2013 a, Op. cit., p. 245.
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! “The Human Rights Council Special Sessions” [online]. OHCHR website. Available from:
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2 Human Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/S-16/1 dated 29 April 2011 (OHCHR website).

* Human Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/S-17/1 dated 22 August 2011 (/bid.).

* Human Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/S-18/1 dated 2 December 2011 (/bid.).
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! Human Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/34/L.37 dated 24 March 2017 (Op. cit.).

2 Original text of the statement in Arabic, available at:
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