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There were also organized groups committed to systematic terrorism
early in recorded human history. From Josephus Flavius,s writings, a great
deal is known about the sicari, an extreme Jewish faction, who were active

after the Roman occupation of Palestine ( they give us the word “Zealot”)3
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In Russia,The country experienced one of Europe's deadliest attacks in
September 2004 when members of the Riyadus—Salikhin Reconnaissance and
Sabotage Battalion of Chechen Martyrs, an Islamist force of suicide attackers,
took more than 1,000 people hostage during the first day of classes at a school

in Beslan, North Ossetia, in the North Caucasus region.

More than 300 people died at the end of the three—day siege. About half of the

victims were children, according to reports.2
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President Bush announced the War on Terror on September 20, 2001, in
a speech to Congress. "Our war on terror begins with al-Qaida," he said, "but it

does not end there.

It will not end until every terrorist group of global reach has been found,

stopped, and defeated.”
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2 Kimberly Amadeo, War on Terror Facts, Costs, and Timeline,
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The brutality of the U.S. government’s “war on terror” has been condemned
both by the court of international public opinion and by the Principles of
International Law governing human rights. The wars of aggression in the Middle
East and the torture of those caught up in them are clearly defined as war
crimes by the UN Declaration of Human Rights, the Geneva Conventions, the
Convention against Torture and other treaties to which the United States is a

signatory

The Principles of International Law, recognized by the Nuremberg Tribunal,

provide no defense for war crimes. Similarly, the Convention Against Torture,
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which defines torture as a war crime, provides that “no exceptional
circumstances whatsoever, whether a state of war or a threat of war, internal
political instability or any other public emergency, may be invoked as a

justification for torture.”
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"A US military investigation is expected to conclude that a unit of marines killed
24 civilians, among them women and children, in retaliation for the death of a

comrade, reports published in America yesterday said.

If confirmed when the official findings are published next week the incident

would be the worst war crime committed by US forces in Iraq"'.
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We find, however, that because of the political and military power of the United
States, that U.S. war criminals are not being brought to court for reckoning. The
United States has refused to put itself under the jurisdiction of the International
Criminal Court, making it extremely difficult and time consuming to hold any

U.S. official subject to criminal investigation and prosecution’.
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1 Oliver Poole, 'Worst war crime' committed by US in Iraq,
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/1519608 /Worst-war—crime—

committed—by-US—-in-Irag.html, 27 May 2006.
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3 War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity, www.warcriminalswatch.org.
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At least to belittle their importance, caused nothing but confusion and mischief.
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terrorists was undisputed simply because government possessed infinitely more
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"Terrorism in Europe has killed 11,288 people in 18,811 attacks since January
1970, according to the University of Maryland National Consortium for the Study
of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism’s Global Terrorism Database, which

tracks more than 170,000 foreign and domestic incidents worldwide.
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In 2016, the number of deadly attacks across the continent continued to
decrease. Despite fewer attacks, they were still deadly, killing more than 300

people in total.

Attacks in 2004 killed the most people, according to the university, with more
than 800 deaths that year'!.
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I Chris alcantara, “46 years of terrorist attackes in Europe, visualized”,
www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world /a—history—of-terrorism—-in—europe/?noredirect=on,
july=17-2017.
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"The new law will allow members of the government — rather than judges - to
approve the confinement of individuals to their home towns, requiring them to

report to police once a day.

The authorities will be allowed to mount security perimeters around places
deemed at risk — such as railway stations and airports — within which people

and vehicles can be searched.

Mosques or other places of worship can be shut down if preachers there are

found to be promoting radical ideology"'.
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But Bénédicte Jeannerod, France's director for Human Rights Watch, said

France had been progressively "weakening" judicial oversight in its counter—

! https: //www.bbc.com/news /world—europe-41493707
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terrorism efforts, and "the normalisation of emergency powers crosses a new

line".
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'France’s deadliest year for terrorism-related deaths was 2015 with more than

140 deaths from two attacks in Paris.

In January 2015, three men who had ties with al-Qaeda in Yemen and the

Islamic State shot and killed 12 people at the Charlie Hebdo offices in Paris.

Ten months later, the country saw its worst terrorist attack in history when
members of the Islamic State coordinated a series of shootings and bombings

across Paris that left about 130 people dead.

In July 2016, Mohamed Lahouaiej—-Bouhel, a Tunisian national, drove a truck

into a crowd on the Promenande des Anglais in Nice, killing more than 80

people and injuring hundreds more"'.
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I Chris alcantara, “46 years of terrorist attackes in Europe, visualized”,
www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world /a—history—of-terrorism—-in—europe/?noredirect=on,
july-17-2017.
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