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Abstract

This thesis examines the critical role of financial oversight in
safeguarding public funds in Lebanon. It highlights the
multidimensional nature of oversight—administrative, parliamentary,
and judicial—and focuses specifically on the responsibilities of
Ministry of Finance employees.

The study underscores the necessity for integrated economic,
accounting, and administrative practices to ensure efficiency, legality,
and accountability in public financial management. It further analyzes
the legal and practical obligations of oversight personnel involved in
budget implementation, emphasizing that breaches in their duties
may lead to civil, criminal, and disciplinary consequences. Ultimately,
the research aims to evaluate the effectiveness of current oversight
mechanisms and identify the causes of systemic weaknesses
contributing to public fund mismanagement.

Based on all the above, this led us to research the nature of the duties

and responsibilities of oversight employees at the Ministry of Finance,
both legislatively and practically—starting with expenditure contract
controllers and authorizing officers, and ending with financial
comptrollers. The legal responsibility with a financial nature assigned
to these employees is embodied in the execution of the public budget,
in terms of both revenues and expenditures, according to the laws and
regulatory procedures applicable during the administrative and
accounting stages. These systems provide detailed procedures for
implementing the public budget to protect public funds, making every
concerned employee accountable for financial matters. The
responsibilities of oversight employees—whether related to revenues
or expenditures—are fundamentally based on the application and
respect of legal and regulatory rules. So, any breach of these rules
leads to criminal, civil, disciplinary, and judicial consequences,
especially under the judicial oversight of the Court of Audit.



Résumé de la these

Cette recherche analyse le rdle du contréle financier dans la
préservation et la protection des deniers publics au Liban. Elle met en
evidence [I’importance d’une approche intégrée, combinant les
dimensions économiques, comptables et administratives, afin de

garantir une gestion rationnelle et transparente des fonds publics.

L’étude se concentre sur le controle administratif exercé par le
ministére des Finances, ainsi que sur le réle de la Cour des comptes
en matiere de jugement et de sanction des irrégularités. Elle démontre
que l’efficacité du contrble repose sur deux axes : d’une part, la
responsabilité juridique et judiciaire des agents devant les instances
compétentes ; d’autre part, leur mission administrative et comptable
visant a assurer la régularité et la conformité des opérations

financiéres. Leur mission administrative et comptable visant a assurer

la régularité et la conformité des opérations financieres.

Les résultats soulignent les limites et faiblesses du systeme financier
libanais actuel, marqué par des lacunes dans I’exécution budgétaire
et des pressions politiques compromettant I’indépendance des
organes de contrble. La recherche conclut a la nécessité de renforcer
I’autonomie institutionnelle, la transparence et les mécanismes de
responsabilité, conditions essentielles pour consolider la gouvernance

financiére et restaurer la confiance dans la gestion publique.
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