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Abstract

Given the importance of the issue of public contracts with regard to preserving the
state’s finances and protecting the people’s money from waste and corruption, and
therefore the necessity of organizing the process of concluding public contracts,
developing and implementing their mechanisms, and providing contractual terms with all
integrity, objectivity and transparency, while ensuring the effectiveness of administrative,
judicial and parliamentary oversight over them; Therefore, | decided that my research
would address the topic: The reform role of public procurement law in Lebanon. Note
that the issuance of Law No. 244 dated 07/19/2021 (the Public Procurement Law in
Lebanon) was dictated by the issue of the multiplicity of laws and regulations regulating
it, as it became clear that there were a number of gaps, the most important of which was
the lack of Lebanese law to have a modern and unified text for public procurement.

This study aimed to investigate the shortcomings and gaps in the texts and
procedures in some methods of conducting tenders, to prevent their misuse, away from
the basic principles that govern public tenders, and to reach a realistic approach to public
procurement law that allows addressing all the loopholes that helped and continue to
grow and spread. Corruption in the field of public procurement, and activating the work
of governing bodies, procedures, standards and controls in a way that limits discretion
and punishes anyone who dares to violate the laws and regulations, which constitutes
an important step in the process of reforming public procurement. In this research, |
relied on the historical method, as well as the descriptive and analytical methods.

The nature of the research required dividing it into two chapters: The first chapter
dealt with the reality of public contracts before the issuance of the Public Procurement
Law, in two sections. The first was devoted to the legal framework regulating these
deals. The second section dealt with the shortcomings in public contracts. In the second
chapter, the issue of public procurement reform and the role of regulatory agencies was

addressed, within two sections. The first dealt with the reform axes in the public



procurement law, and in the second section, it addressed the role of regulatory agencies
in implementing the public procurement law.

Among the findings of the research is that the texts regulating public procurement
in Lebanon, although they were old, scattered, and riddled with many loopholes, were
not as bad as those that accompanied their implementation, and the percentage of
government transactions that are vulnerable to corruption is linked to this system.
Therefore, it was a mistake to believe that the corruption of public procurement had
ended once the Public Procurement Law was issued. The issue has other dimensions
related to the culture of a class of those in charge that consider public money as if it
were loose money with no owner. Therefore, the demand to reform the public
procurement system was and will remain a priority, and the creation of an independent
administrative body regulating public procurement with specific tasks would strengthen
public procurement operations and activate accountability and accountability.

Among the recommendations | concluded: Strengthening the role and position of
oversight institutions, ensuring their neutrality and independence, adopting competence
and integrity as a path to selecting, qualifying and training employees working in the field
of public procurement on an ongoing basis, simplifying procedures and approving some
administrative documents, and approaching legislation from the perspective of achieving

the public interest.
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